	The Recording of the 1956 Assembly

Way back in 1956 tape recorders were a rarity, only used by professional people like the BBC. One day I saw a domestic tape recorder, a “Philips Recordgram” costing £36; I always wanted one so I bought it. At first it was a toy, hiding it under the table and recording family and friends, then playing it back to them.

This was mid June in 1956, and I was leaving the Institute a month later, and I wondered whether I might record my last assembly at School. One day as I was walking down a corridor I met the Head, J. R. Edwards, and nervously asked him if he would allow me to record the Assembly. He was intrigued and readily gave permission, and showed great interest in the idea, because even he had never seen or used a tape recorder before.

The next problem was how to do it. The Institute hall was devoid of electricity plugs sockets, apart from those normally used for the stage, and these were not normally “live”. Another problem was the fact that the microphone lead was no more than 4ft long, and therefore would not stretch far from the recorder. Eventually I decided to work from the gallery behind the clock using one of the spotlight plugs switched on for the occasion. A bamboo garden cane was jammed into a hole in the bottom of the “mike” with tape, and the whole thing was stuck forward from the gallery in the hope of picking up sound from the speakers on stage as well as the School singing. Happily all went well and a reasonable recording was obtained which I still have 48 years later.

Soon after Assembly was over and we were on timetable, the Head's secretary, Kathleen Baker came to our room and said “Mr. Edwards would like to see you immediately in the Study”. He wanted to hear the recording. The machine was duly switched on in the “holy of holies”, and he listened with intent. I will always remember his comment, “Do I really sound like that?” When the tape was finished he asked to hear it again, and asked Miss Baker to bring in two coffees. I was in the Study for more than two periods while parts of the recording were played to him over and over again.

As I finally left the room he thanked me profusely, and actually, for the first time in eight years at the Institute, called me by my Christian name.

That is the recording you are hearing 48 years on.

Harry W Moore (Pupil from 1948 to1956)
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THE 1956 ASSEMBLY






	Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer

Pilgrim though this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
Hold me with thy powerful hand;
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
Feed me till I want no more,
Feed me till I want no more.


Open now the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through;
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
Be thou still my Strength and Shield, 
Be thou still my Strength and Shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell's destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan's side;
Songs and praises, songs and praises,
I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.

Words: 
William Williams, 1745; trans. Peter Williams, 1771, alt.
Music: 
Pilgrimage, Cwm Rhondda, Caersalem
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1956
	Mr. J. R. Edwards, M.A.

Headmaster, 1935 - 1961

John Robert Edwards was born on the 24th January 1891 in Rhyl. He was educated near Bala and at Manchester Grammar School. As a classics scholar, he obtained his master’s degree from University College, Oxford.

He was appointed headmaster of the Institute in 1935 and remained headmaster until his retirement in 1961. He was known in the school by numerous nicknames, the most universal being “The Baz” which appears to have been introduced in the early 1950’s.

He died on the 8th January 1992 in Formby. 
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1956
	Syd G. Norris

Pupil from 1948 to1956 - Captain of the School, 1955/56

After National Service in the Intelligence Corps, Syd studied classics at Oxford and Criminology at Cambridge. His Civil Service career in the Home Office, Treasury, and Northern Ireland Office included sabbatical leave to study criminology in Berkeley, California.

He retired in 1997 and is enjoying an active retirement with his wife, three children and four grandchildren, engaged in church activities, travelling, running, hill walking, gardening, piano playing, skiing and occasionally work!
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1956
	Harry W. Moore

Pupil from 1948 to1956

During his time at the Institute Harry played the School organ and was a Chorister at Liverpool Cathedral. After leaving school he continued his musical studies, in Liverpool and London, graduating in 1960 and in 1970 was awarded the Archbishop of Canterbury's Certificate in Church Music.

During his 35 years teaching music in schools Harry has remained a church organist and is now Director of Music at All Hallows Church. He has over 52 years experience as a church organist and is still in great demand.


	Liverpool Institute High School for Boys – The 1956 Assembly
	The 1956 Assembly

The recording was made by Harry Moore, at the last assembly in July 1956, by hanging a microphone on a garden cane from behind the clock in the hall. It includes a rendition of “Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer”, sung by the School (organist, Mr. L Morgan, M.Sc., A.R.C.O.) to the tune Cwm Rhondda, a reading by Syd G. Norris, the Captain of the School, and an address from the Headmaster, Mr. J. R. Edwards, M.A.

This version was made available thanks to the technical expertise of a number of Liobians and is only available to members of the Liverpool Institute Old Boys’ Association.

To request a copy, please send an email one of the following:

· for North America:– 

Fred Crane fredd_crane@bellsouth.net
· for the Southern Hemisphere:– 

Austin Hughes aah1@ihug.com.au
· for the rest of the world:– 

Frank Holland frankholland3@btinternet.com
Neville Hunter ad324@dial.pipex.com
Alan Mills nala@sllim13.fsnet.co.uk
George Sephton voxanfield@aol.com
NOT FOR RE-SALE

The CD label was reprinted from original photographs, owned by members of the association, for which copyright is
believed to have expired or was never documented. Please notify the distributors of any information to the contrary.
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	Suitable for printing on Avery CD Label #5824























