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C RN
Photo:www.liobians.org

At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them



Foreword

The names inscribed on thei ver pool |l nsti t ut endodal wre gatheralty aNo r | d
appeal (see Appendix Il)ftar correctingan original list ofixtyfour names for omissions and erraifse

appeal committeplacedthe names of eightne soldierssailors and airmen, and two civilians on the
memorial.After the school closed in 198be memorial was lost, bilitanks to the persistent effortsaof
number of old boy#ts component parts were ultimately fourainited andefurbishedand thenewly

intact memorialvasmounted in its rightful place anddedicated (see appendices).

In the early poswar yearsf thelate 199swhenthe names were being collectieel fog & war was starting

to dissipatgbut there remained a thin mist covering details of events, so it is not surprising that, despite the
undoubted diligence of the appeal committee, the final list contained one @uigsiovo errors: Nathan

Max, who died while serving with the RAF in lItaly, is not recorded on the memorial, and two people
presumed dead were actually taken prisoner of war and eventually returned home.

In writing this tribute tthefallen and capturedld boysl have consulted hundreds of records and histories
to find the nature,context and circumstances of their sacrificesperhapssomething of the people
themselvesOccasionallythe records haveevealed just a glimpse of them throdigh eyes otheir
contemporariegheir teachers, commanders and comrattds not muchperhapsbut it is all we hawte
remember them hyDetails ofthreeof theold boys remain elusive, but the search goes on.

Alan Clegg attended the
Liverpoolinstitute from 195@ 1962
email: alanjclegg@btinternet.com
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Roll of Honour ofthe LiverpoollnstituteBoys who fell in
World War 2

and designations (epac) Capt a
have their familiar abbreviations (Capt., Sgt, Lt., HMS etc.)Xaeiiar abbreviations are

AbbreviationsF a mi | i ar

ranks

AA Anti Aircraft Lt (E) Lieutenant (Engineering Branch)
Ast Assistant Lt (S) Lieutenant (Supply Branch)
Attd Attached Mcht Merchant
Bde Brigade MIMT Member of the Institute for the Motor Trade
Bn Battalion PNG Papua New Guinea
Bmdr Bombardier PO Petty Officer
CSM Company Sergeant Major Pow Prisoner of War
DFC Distinguished Flying Cross RA Royal Artillery
DFM Distinguished Flying Medal Rgmt Regiment
Eng Engineer RAFVR  Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
FAA Fleet Air Arm RN Royal Navy
Flt Flight RNR Royal Naval Reserve
Gds Guards RNVR Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve
Lce Lance (e.g. Lance Corporal) WO Wireless operator
The Roll
Name Dates Rank, Unit,Trade Death
ALDER, Frank Douglas 191641  Royal Marine HMS Repulse S China Sea
BASKERVILLE, John Brian 192044  Sgt. (Air Gunner)RAFVR Balkans
BERGER, Gerald 192444  Trooper, 11thHussars, RAC Normandy
BLOWER, Frederick Drummond 191943  Pilot Officer(Navigator)RAFVR Lincolnshire
BRIGGS, John Cyril (BSc) 192145 Lt , Kingds Own Roy®&émmahyt ancaster)
BROWN, Arthur Reginald 192142  Pilot Officer (Flt. Engr), RAFVR Netherlands
BOYD, Thomas Alexander 191639  Supply As Royal NavyHMS Royal O&4  Orkney
BURKE, John Douglas 191444  Lt(E), Royal NavyHMS Spartan off Anzio
BUXTON, Peter 192545 PO (RadioMech.) RNFAA HMS lllustrioudPNG
BUZZARD, Ernest Emes 1910644 2ndLt Queends Own CaméoomandyHi ghl ande
CARTER, Albert 1923143  Mcht. Navy, 3rdengr, SS Empire Kestre/ Mediterranean
CARTER, William Douglas 191641 2ndLt.5thBn.Kig6s (Li ver prokshire Rg mt )
CAVE, Francis Neville: 192241  Sgt. (Pilot) RAFVR. Yorkshire



CHARNEY, Fred Richd. HowardDFC 192041  Sqdn. Leader (PilpRAFVR Mediterranean

CHARNOCK, John Frederick: 192242  Sgt. (WO/Observer) RAFVR Huntingdon
COLDRICK, Laurence John Stewart. 191242  Royal Artileryl1th Field Rgt El Alamein
COOPER, Francis Weeks: 191442  Flt. Sgt RAFVR North Sea
COOPER, John Orbell: 192445  Flt. Sgt RAFVR Palestine
COOPER, Vttor Louis (MB, ChB.) 191943  Lt. Royal Army Medical Corps Italy
CORKILL, William Alfred (BSc. Eng.) 18971943 CSM Stra Settlements Defence Force Thailand
COTTLE, William Waterstone, (MPS) 191543  Pilot Officer(Navigator) RAFVR Yorkshire
DAVIES, William Charles (MIMT) 191144  Capt.Royal Army Service Corps Normandy
DAVIS, Alan Law 191944  Lt. 5thBtn West YorkshireRgmt Normandy
DAWES Alfred Ernest (BA) 191742  Lt(S)Royal NavyHMS Curacao North Atlantic
DEADMA N, Kenneth David: 191641  Sgt. (Pilot) RAFVR) North Sea
EDWARDS, W. S. 19242

FAIRLEM, Walter Hale 191342  Sublt (E)RNR, HMS Jerantut Sumatra
FAULKNER, Thomas Sanley 19212010 Segeant, Royal Corp of Signals PoW
FRASER, Noel Houghton 192846  Private Army General Service Corps N. Ireland
GREENHALGH, John Henry 191941 106 LightAA RgmtRoyal Artillery Peloponnese
GREENWOOD, Arthur Stanley 192141  Sgt. (Flt. Engr) RAF Kiel
HAYCOCKS, John 190941  Mrcht, Navy, 2ndOfficer, MV Designer ~ North Atlantic
HAMMOND, Charles Neville, DFC 192043  Flt. Sgt. (Pilot) RAFVR Schwalenberg
HARDING, George William Goldson 192442  Sgt(Pilot)RAFVR Camperduin
HEALEY, Peter James 191841  Sapper 3 Fieldguadron Royal Engrs Greece
HESLOP, William Edgar (BA Oxon) 192644 Gunner O6A0 BafRgetwr yljtayll1th (H A C
HIGGIN , Lawrence Daniel 191345  5th FieldRgmtRoyal Artillery Sarawak
HILL, Thomas Herbert Archibold 192144  FIt. Sgt. (Air GunnefRAFVR Germany
HOLMES, Ronald William 192143  Sgt. (Air Bomber) RAFVR FrenchCoast
HUGHES, John Bethell 192041  Sgt. (PilotRAFVR Libya
HUGHES, Ronald George: 192841  Civilian (Schoolbgy Dingle Lépool
HUGHES, Kenneth 191993? Flt Engr, RAF PoW. Survived
HUTCHISO N Robt Ed.GeorgeDFC+bar 191843  Flt. Lt. (WO/ Air Gunner), RAFVR Dortmund
JACKSON, John Reginald: 191741  Sgt. RAFVR Hertfordshire
JONES, Arthur Sydney: 190844  SgtRAFVR Lochnaw
KELLY, Frank 192545  Trooper, RAC267 Forward Delivery SqdrGermany
KERRUISH, RobtWm. Ronald: 192241  Sgt. (Air GunnerRAFVR Norfolk

KILLH AM, Edgar John Jex: 192242  Sgt, (WOAIir Gunner RAFVR Warnemunde
LEVY, Edward Lazarus 191643  Lance Bmbdr 5ttRgmtRHA Libya

LEWIS, Samuel E 19207 LiverpoolScottisf? Unknown
MAX, Nathan: 192444  Sgt, (WO/Air Gunner) RAFVR Bulgaria
McCALLUM, Malcolm 190142  2nd Lt. 6th Heavy AARgmt Japan



McDOWELL, Walter Harry: 191643  Flying Officer llavigatorRAFVR. Dinkelhausen

McKENZIE, Gordon Andrew 191741  Sgt. (PilotRAFVR North Sea
MELLORS, Frederick Arthur, DFC 192243  Flying Officer (PilotRAFVR Naples
MOLYNEUX, Clarence Peter Bolde 192245  Royal HorseArtillery Attd to RAF Wiltshire
MUIR, Alexander Greenlees 190441  Lt., Royal Navy ReservlMS Registan  EnglishChannel
MURRAY, H. H. 1915?
MURRAY, William Douglas 191643 No2 Company, 148tn Irish Gds Tunisia
OWEN Edward Tudor (MBChB, FRCS) 191644  Sqdn Leader (SurgeoRA Coxds Bazaar
PAGE, Lawrence Higgin 191843  FlyingOfficer (Pilotinstructor)RAFVR Yorkshire
PARRY, Richard Dennis Waltho 191539  Mrcht, Navy. 6th EngrSS Yorkshire North Atlantic
PRENDERGAST, Leslie: 192143  Pilot Officer (NavigatoRAFVR Lake Kolpien
PRESTON, Robert Stoddart 192244 Lt . King6s (Liteer p6&arhanRgmt ). Att
2nd (Airborne) Ox and Bucks Light Infantry
PUXLEY, William Raymond 191343  Mrcht, Navy. 2 Officer, SS Oporto North Atlantic
REED, George Ramsay 191741  Mrcht,Navy. 3 Engr,SS Avocta North Atlantic
ROBSON, George Allen: 191542  Sgt. (WO/Air Gunner) RAFVR Belgium
SABIN, Kenneth Wyndham 191546  Mrcht, Navy. 2 Officer, SS Makalla North Sea
SAMUELS, Stuart 1920643 L Bmdr 56" MediumRgmtRoyal Artillery Italy
SLOBOM, Herbert Laurence 191441  Corporal 8thBtn the EsseRgmt Dorset
STAFFIERE, Anthony Greig: 191544  Sqgdn Leade(Pilot) RAFVR Gambia
THIST LETHWAITE John Harry, 192344  2nd Fife and Forfareomanry RAC, Normandy
THOMA S,Kenneth Graham: 191944  Flying Officer (PilotRAFVR Italy
THOMAS, Kenneth Leftwich: 191942  Sgt. (W O/Air Gunner) RAFVR Malta
THORNLEY , Frederick Arthur 191944  1stBtn Durham Light Infantry Italy
TUNNINGTON, Eric 191042  Pilot Officer (Observer) RAFVR EckernfordeBay
TUSON, Jaathan Victor William 192342 RNVR (Fleet AirArm) Midshipman Air)  Georgia USA
VAREY, Miles Philip 192244  Lt. 71st Anti Tank Bmt Royal Artillery ~ Normandy
WATSON, Murray DFM: 192445  Flying Offier (Navigator) RAFVR Brussels
WATSON, R. F 1919?
WEIGHTMAN, George (Dip. Ed). 191240  2ndLt 2ndBtn Gloucestershir&gmt Dunkirk
WILLIAMSON, Edgar Stanley 191640  Gunner 217 Battery, THeavyAA Rgmt Southampton
WILSHAW , Neville Hullat: 192245  Corporal RAFVR Holland/Belgium
WOOTTON, Eric: 192341  Civilian (Firewatcher) Liverpool



Biographies

Frank Douglas Alder, 19501941.

Royal MarinesHMS Repulse

Frank Douglas Alderwas born in Toxteth Park or“2uly 1910. He started attending the Liverpool
Institute in1920 and matriculated from the scierarenfin the school yed®27/28. Hs father waSydney
Frank Alder, who was born in Cheltenham and later ran a chemist shop in Granby Street, Bivelipool
mother wasand Lilian Gertrude riéeCarroll) from Liverpool. In 1911 Frankine monthold Frankwas
living with his parents at 33 Granby Stleet939, he was an insurance clemkl still living with his family
whichby then vasresident at 113 Menlovevenue.

Frank enlisted in the Royal MariregsPlymouth and was given the service nuib¥rX 101175By the
end of December 194he wa servingaboard the Renowtlass batteuiser HMS RepulseOn 10"
December 1941HMS Repulsenvasin the South Chin&eaoff the westcoast of Malaywhen she was
attackedby Japanese torpedo airctzsed in French IndGhina (now Vietham), whietere providing air
cover forthe Japanese invasion of Malaya

HMS Repulsevas steaming north witfV/S Prince of Walesand adestroyer escort in an attempt to
surprise the Japanese invasion fleet when she was attacledvigbe the firsttack relatively unscathed,

but was subsequently aktad by fresh waves of torpedunibers from several directions. She shot down
two aicraft, but a torpedstrikejammed her steering gear and almost immediately afterwards she was hit by
three more torpedoes and turned shatplgtarboard, listedeavily to port and sank about seven minutes
after being hitHMS Prince of Walesias also sik.

There were 796 survivoilom HMS Repulsdbut three later died of wounds). Frank Douglas Alder was
among the 512 who were Idstankis commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial Panel 59 Column
2.

John Brian Baskerville, 1920944.
Royal Air Fore Volunteer Reserv&/8 Squadron.

John Brian Baskerville was born in Warrington oh &8ril 1920 and attended the Liverpool Institute
between 1931 and 193Ris parents were Albert Baskerville and Annie BaskeradleGreen).In the

1939 RegisterAlbert wasrecorded asn aircraft factory section clerk, and he and Anred &v 302 St

Mar yds Ro ambt far ffamthe Ramtes Group aircraft factory at Speke where Blenheim and
Halifax bombers were built during World Way &d where Albert may haleen employedJohn was

not present with his family at St Maryds Road at

Johnjoined the RAFVR at RAF PadgatarWarrington and was issued with sieevice numbet004452,
which was part of a block of numbers issued to reatURAF Padgatetween September 1939 and April
1941.

By 1944 Johnwas a sergeant and aimger in 178 Squadron, a heavy bomber squadhmah flew
Liberators. Itwas formed in Egypt in January 1943 and operated in support of the Allied armies as they
advanced throughibya.On 1" March 1944 it moved to Celeenpart of the @mplex of military airfields
locatedaroundFogdn, Apulia, Italy. From there the squadmwas tasked with various operations in,Italy

the Balkans anBtastern Europésee also Nathan Mawho als flew with this squadrpn

John joined the squadron after its move to Celeone and flew his first mission with it on Meineim 2@
was the air gunner in one of sevengt aircraft tasked with destroying communications and rolling stock



at the marsalling yards at Vicenza, about 70 km west of Venice. On his second mission, on the night of
29°/30" March, re was part of an attack on the marshallimdsyat Sofia, Bulgaria and o3 April he

took part in a raid on the Manfred Weiss Works in Bpdst, Hungary, which was producing Daimler
Benz engines, aircraft components and heavy armaments.

The attacks on Vicenza and Sofia were part of a continuing campaign to disrupt and destroy the Axis
railway system in Italy and the Balkans. By &pibtacks had degraded the railw@ysuch an extermihat

the RiverDanube, alkaysa vitally important German transport route with the 4gaifs of Hungary and

oilfields of Romania, was carrying up to twice the amount of German food supplies, oil amgrother
materials previously transported by rail; the mining of the Danube therefore become a key activity of the
RAF in Italy

In April 1944,178 Squadron started mining the Danub8admitheastern Europe, and the 14", Johnwas
the air gunnerof Liberator bomber EV825, which wagart of a forceletailed to mine the Danube near
Jiul in Romania. E825 D took off from Celeone at B3hrs, but crashed 1 km east of San Marco two
minutes later. The cause of the crash is unkndimembers of therew were Killed. They are bediin
Bari War Cemetery, Apulid.o hnds grave i s XX. B. 39.

Thomas Gerald Berger, 1941944,

Royal Armoured Corps, 11hiussar s (Prince Al bert

Gerald Bergerbornin Liverpoolon 4" May 1924, entered the Livempdnstitute

from the Morrison "School in 1934 and left in the 1939/40 school year. He was

the only child of Ely Berger #ilor born in Poland in 1895nd CeliaBerger
(néeFreidman). By 1939 Ely had retired from tailoring and the couple Ilig&d at
Newdead Roagd Liverpool At the time ofGer al dds death they w
there.

At school Gerald took part in rugby and the occasional thespian performance; he
pl ayaend edx t r emel y hinmieHonsewlsa yb,at name Recoi
i 1940 and was selected for tHeRaigby XV the same year. After leaving scheol
P'Tehr?éovsgln%péiz‘llzén enlisted as a Trooper (service numb&22863) in thell" Hussars Royal
Armoured Corps.

In 1940 the regiment, equipped with Rolls Royce and Mamisured carswas serving in Egypt as part of

the 7" Armoured Division@The Desert Rats) provi ding the reconnai ssance
Force. On 10Juneltaly declard war on Britain and FrancErom then until 194&e 11 Hussars playk

a role in most of the campaigns in the Middle East including the capture of the Engihesrof the

Italian 10 Army, General Lastucci, in Jud®40, the repulsion of the Italian invasion of Egypt in
September 1940 and the subsequent cowffiengve which took the Western Desert Force deep into

Libya and all but destroyed, the Italiati Afimy.

By February 1941 the Germatfrika Korpsunder Erwin Rommel had reinforced the ltaliarf Aémy,

and by May the Western Desert Force was driven baegyot, but left a garrison at Tobruk to deny the
Axis forces use of the port. By November the Western Desert Force had expanded thearthe &hich
included the 7Armoured Division, and on 18ovember it launched a third, and successful, attempt t
relieve Tobruk. Subsequent to the relief of Tobruk the regiment took part in both Battles of Alamein in
1942 and the advance to Tunis in 1943.

In May 1943 the regiment moved with tfiA@moured Division to Homs near Leptis Magna in Libya for
rest and refit. In Septembigrmoved withthe divisiornto Italyto help repel heavy German counterattacks
on the Salerno beachhead, andanuary 1944 it returned to UK and commenced trainintpéanvasion

of Normandy.



The 11" Hussars landed in Normandy with tHeAfmoured Divisionduring the 9and 10 June.Gerald

was the gunner on an ar mour €élinecha divisibomhad®xpBitediaagdp on 6 s
in the German line a&aumond 6 Ev e nt ehe dlhHdu, s s@iSgdasron providing flank protection

and reconnaissance, advanced to VHBexsage in an attempt to outflank the German Panzer Lehr
Division then swing round to Caen. The advance was checked and repélleeavy losses on both sides

when the division was ambushed in Villgwsage by Panzers led by the German tank ace Michael
Wittmann.

On 30" June the 7Armoured Division was withdrawn to rest and refit. At the eddlpfthedivisionwas

in the fietl againtakingp ar tOpier ad@ i on Bl uecoat ¢, another strike
Caumont The intention was tarawin German armour thatvould otherwisebe transferred to the

American sectoand usedo prevent the Amerans from outflanking éhGermarAr my 6 s sout her n
By 7" August the operation had taken Mdpincon and the TlHussars were carrying out forward
reconnaissance in the area around Awapdon. In the early eveningf 7" August,5 Troop of C

Squadron waszconnoitrig the roadleading outob Post yé ( Le P o s foiwdrd?enemwhen it
defences in thick wood# shell from a concealed atdank gun hit the leading armoured car killing

Trooper Berger and the driver.h€ 11" Hu s s War Diary entry for 7 Augus 1944 explains the
crcumstances:

"C Sqgdn

1Tp & 5Tp [ eft before first [ight to patrol the |
consisted of following up Infantry and tanks until road junc at 836474 and 1Tp was to open up the road
running down to the West of Mt PINCON. 5Tp had made a slow advance to POSTY, which was reached

at 1630 hours. é 5Tp was ordered to move straigh
ahead. They almost immediately took 2 PoWs of the 276th Pz A/Tkwima stated that they had
abandoned their SP gun. Another PoW (986 Gn) was taken soon after. The advance continued slowly in by
now thickly wooded country. At 1744 hours the leading car was fired on, hit and immediately set on fire.

The driver Tpr Johnsoand theG/Op Tpr Bergerwere killed and th&gt Thomson severely burned but

managed to get out. Lt Creaton ran forward to help, Sgt Thomson had been burned on the face and hands
and his clothing was on fire but this was soon extinguish&esrgbt backo Lt Creatons car in spite of

MG fire. Sgt Thomson was evacuated in the White scout car while Lt Creaton got in touch with the OP and
gave him the pinpoint ref of the A/Tk gun. An accurate concentration was brought down upon the area and
soon aftethe Infantry were able to advance to find the gun had received a direct hit killing 3 of the crew,
the fourth was capturedo.

Trooper Bergers buried at Bayeux War Cemetery in geg¥év. C. 20.His gravestone bears the epitaph
OMay hi s dear.Agreausbldier@ st I n peace

The announcement of Gerald Berger's death was publishedLivéngool Echoon 19 August 1944

"Killed in action, aged 20. Trooper Gerald Berger (R.A.C.) only child of Mr. and Mrs. E. Befyes
with a broken heart forevelt.Newstead Road, Liverpool.8."

Frederick Drummond Blower, 191%91943.
Royal Air Force, 141 Squadron.

Frederick Dummond Blower was born in Toxteth Park on 2April 1919. His father, alsBrederick

Drummond Blower, was a clerk in the timber businesss hhother wa®ridget BeatriceBlower (1ée

Howlett). Frederick started attendthg Liverpool Institute in 1930 and won a form prize in his first year at

school. He was patrol leader of Bulldpgtrol in the school scouts troop in 1934 and 1935. He played

hockey for the school and won his School Colours in 1936. He left school the same year, but not before he
had taken part in o0Sir John in Loved, an opera pe



whicho Mr . Bdlled hie eyes with gresit i . in/ 1839 he started playing hockey for lthesrpool
InstituteOld Boys team.

Sometime after leaving school Frederick joined the army, and by August 1941 he had become a corporal in
the 9Battalionof he Ki ngds (Li ver pmsfredtoReRAF and was issudd awithéhe h e
service number 658317. He received a commission as a pilot officet bfar2® 1943 (new service

number 146165), and short time before his deaih May 1943 he married Jean Pierce Black in
Liverpool. Bythenhe wasserving aanavigator in 141 Squadron.

In March 1943 the squadron waesedPredannack in Cornwall and was fly@migtol Beaufightersn air-
sea rescue missions, and as escorts for bombers in attacks against shipping.

Bristol Beaufighters carrieal crew of two: a pilot and a navigator/radar operator. In April, Frederick
teamed up with the pilot Sergeant Judge. Their first mission as a team was in the early FApsilof 13

when they were scrambled o search for a L ahottleditagdrHe baatechitandn t h e
orbitted[sic] until the 6 men from the bomber were picked up from the dinghy by the Air/Sea rescue
boatso

The squadron also fleitruder sortieqsingleaircraft stealth attacks) aganestd and raitransport in
Germartheld France. On the 1B\pril Sergeant Judge and Sergeant Blower carried out an intruder mission
into France and damaged a train moving east out of Bois de Maulanay.

In May the squadrortransferred toRAF Wittering on the LincolshireCambridgeshiréborder near
Peterboroughand changed its area of intruder operatibpng s upport Bomber Comma
Germany The purposeof the new intruder operatiomgasto relieve German nigfigher pressure on the

bombers bypenetrating deep into enemy temytat nigh andattackng theenemy night fighterst their

own airfields.They retained theemit to attack rail and road transport targets andotrgy targets of

opportunity mce their primary mission was complete (ortaiok.

When not flying operainal sorties the squadron ré&gly carried out crosountry and navigation
exercises. It was during one of these that Frederick and his pilot died in May 1943. The Operations Record
Book gives details in an entry fol May:

OFurt her cr oavigation exercisEVgathea still closing down of a night and at 21:30 F/Sgt
Judge wit!Sgt Blowers Nav/Rad took off for NARight flying trainingknd Weather Test. At 21.46e
aircraft appeared to be making a perfect approach coming in tatlanddenly swung to starboard and
crashed into Burghley Park. Both aircrew were &illed

Freder i ck iegsterkea Peterbaroauddis body was returned tor&€at CrosbyearLiverpool,
the home of hiswife and was buri ed SectionEgrave®®R eds Churchyard

ThomasAlexander Boyd, 1918 1939.
Royal NavyHMS Royal Oak

Thomas was born on 1®ecember 1919. No parents or next of kin have yet been identified, but he
appears to have been born in Newtownards in County Down, Northern Ireland. He started attending the
Liverpool Institute in 1930 and won a form certificate in his first year. Henaeded alistinctionin his

Higher School Certificate in 1937 and left school the same year. By 1939 he had enlisted in the Royal Navy
at Portsmouth and was serving as a Osupply assist
was renameal in 1944 and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission has the convention of naming
ranks as they were named at the time they compiled their records after the war). His service number was
P/MX 58559

On 14" October 1939,Thomas was aboard the battleship/S Royal Oak an agingRevengeclass
battleship, when sheas torpedoe@dnd sunkby Germansubmarine W7 while anchoredin the Home
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FIl eet 0s 0 s e @tuuScapa FRonit Orkneya e & result of the daring attable tJBoat
commander, Gunther Prietne@me an immediate celebrity amar heroin Germany and wabe first
German submarine officerto be awartted e Kni ght s Cross of the I ron Cr

With his U-Boat surfaced, Prieentered Scapa Flow frothe eastviaKirk Soundand was able to thread
hisway between the sunken blockslasipd other obstacle®n ertering the harbour proper Heund te
anchorge almost empty (mosttbie fleet had been dispersedpatrol duties) b lookouton the bridge
spottedHMS Royal Oakand identifiecher as a Revenge class battledhig)-3 7 first attack a torpedo
struck the Royal Odéks dnad wokethe crewwho checked the ship but found no visible damage. The
noisewas interpreted as an explosionthe ship's forward inflammable sto@hecks were ordered in
accordance with this assumption, aailorswent about their duties aeturned to their hammocks,
oblivious to the fadhat the ship was under attaék second attack failed to hit thepshbut all three
torpedoes fired in the third attaskuck theRoyal Oakamidshipsand detonatedShesank in 13 minutes,
and 833 of her complement of 1,234 men and boyere killed or died later of their wounddexander
was one of those killed. He mnememorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 64 Column 2.

John Cyril Briggs BSc, 1981.945.

King's Own RoydkegimentLancaster

John Grril Briggs wadorn inL i v e r WesbDeib\s registration district ofi Rovember 1921. His

parentsvere John Samuel Briggs and Alice BriggesRushton)He attendedhe Liverpool Institute from

1935 to 1940and won a form prizein 1936 He was a member of thendschool
won the unitds pri ze I98f39He passedhis&chaolCertificatetinithe samme h o o |
year. He played rugby for the school throughout his school career and in 1939 won the putting the shot
competition at the school sports.

In 1940 John was part of t mRenrliymaHal forithe citizehsof Rafigbre Ri v
as a token of gratitude for their kindness and hospitality to that part of the School that had been evacuated

t here si nce dverg&lghtfdl panfarmagce wf €aptain Absolute the worldly and somewhat
insincere lover, whose affairs were persistently meddled with by histfataesurance and bearing made

one feel he thoroughly threw himself into the.part

After leaving school he obtained a Bachelor of Science Degree &9di3i he married Phyllis Gaide
Davies in her hometown of Bangor, possibly having met her when he was evacuated to Bangor with the
school. A the time of his death in 1945 his home residencéw@eaernarvonshire.

John joined the army as adet éervice numbet4666581). On 29July 1944 heeceived an emergency
commission as"2lieutenant in the Kirly Own Royal Regimeritancasteand wasgivenservice number
326068He was promoted to war substantieetenant on 28January 1949e died in Germany on"4
April 1945.

No battalions of the King's Own Royal Regimearicaster were serving in North West Europe in 1944/45

other than the 5Battalion, which by then had been converted to armour and rename&ddiient,

Royal Armoured CorpsKfng's Own)If John had been ithe 107 Regimentthere shoulchave beera
referencetthi s ser vi ce wi t Royal tancasteecdrds,eoutK i snegadrsc hO wonf the r
archives has found norferesumablyat the time of his deatlohn vas employed outside the regimant

serving with some other umit on the siff of a brigade or a divisionutwe ar i ng hi s Kingds
badge. John was buried at Reichswald Forest War CenkdeargNordrheinWestfalenin grave 49. G.

18. Burials were brought in the cemeterjrom allover western Germany.
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Arthur ReginaldReg)Brown, 19216 1944,
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 550 Squadron.

Arthur Reginald Brown, theos of Wiliam G Brown and Avis Brown (1ée

Scaife), was born WWest Derby registration district of Liverpool 27° August 1921

and | ater i n | if e .HeentdredltbeaLimerpodt Institwien as O R
1933 but was absent from the school in 1934 and returned in 1935. He passed his
Higher School Certificate in the school year 1938/39, and left school from the
science sixth form 6ASc. While at school he showed atptetiess in the 1939

school sports when he won the open high jump and the 880 yards open race, and
came second in the Open Mile.

Photo courtesy ditepher ON 18" May 1943he enlisted in the RAFVRat RAF Padgate, Warrington, as an

Stoke. andmage(s) © 52 gircraftman 2and was given the service numB2t08 From Padgate hwas

i‘fﬁﬁg;‘g’?ﬁg‘iﬁgﬁgﬁg transferred tdNo.1 Aircrew Receing Centre, Regents Park, London. He trained at a
number of establishments includingéday attachment to A V Roe & Co., the

manufactureof the Avro Lancaster bomber, then werfltol LancasteFinishing SchoolWhile therehe

was promoted teemporarysergeantHe was commissioned pibot officer(new service numbéB82559

on 9" August 1944but the promotion was not gazetted till lOvember, five weeks after his dedthne

date of higoromotion given in the London Gazette i§ Adigust 1944, but his RAF recotusvethis date

corrected to DAugust.

On 13" August 1944 Reg was postedb5® Squadron at dith Killingholme, near Grimsby, as a flight

engineer. From early944 to May 194%he gjuadron operated Avro Lancaster bombensbombing

missions over German targatsEurope On his first mission, on the night of"290" August, Reg took

part in a raid on Stettin. Two days later he took part in an operation to bomb a \Wofiylingite at

Argenville; it was an attack from which he gained some satisdadimexplained in a letterDorothy, a

friend with whom he shared a love of danctdgiave ofterthought of your plight in theubzbomb
attackshave made a lot ofenqeirs f r om chaps coming back Ffrom [ eave
very gratifying to plaster the [ aunching siteséo

Over the next six weeltee took part in another seven missjonsluding actions against airfields at
Gizergen and Steewijk, bombing @an troops and military objectives at Calais and La Havre (aborted
over the target because of the close proximity of friendly troops), and an attack on Walcharen Island where
he was part of a force that breached the sea wall in several places andhfoGeéechan defences. He

also took part in a raid on Neuss near Dusseldorf.

On his final mission of4" October, Reg was part of thew of Lancaster bomber PD3fl8wn by Flying

Officer H Dodds which was one of 25 Lancasters of Sfita8ron taking parhiaonethousanebomber

daylight raid on Duisburg. Briefed to attack the large August Thytssiworks PD319took off at

06:30hrs withaut incident, but failed to returhothing firm was known about its fate and Reg and the crew
were posted as missing, presumed dead. Mar c Hall
by Flying High 2013 ISBN 978095711633) that according to German sources PD319 crashedsat 08:38h

in August ThyssebtrasseWeyhofen and left a line of debris along its descent patl20k some

wreckage from the aircraft, including a panel from the rear of the fuselage beasingrther af t 6 s s «
number, was foundn a forest neakKrefeld, Gemany, about 50rk from the Dutch borderit is how on

di splay at 550 Squadronds Museum at Killinghal!

The crew were buriebbcally ande-interredin Holland at Venray War Cemeteiry collective grave VII A
1-6.
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John Douglas BurkeB. Eng. (Liverpoo))19144 1944,
Royal NavyHMS Spartan.

John Douglas Burke was born in Peru 6iN@vember 1914, one of four sons of Thomas Hill Burke, a
Scotsman and steamship agent for the British Sugar Co. Ltd. in Cerro Azul in Pételean@ertrude
Burke (néelLockier) born in Liverpool. Thomas and Helen were married in the British Consulate at
Panama on"2December 1905.

Johnds early I|ife was spent in Peru, but i n Septe
the SS Orcomavith his mother and his @thers. They stayed at 21 Hereford Road, Wavertree, until July
1925 when they r et ur nwedyearasdd brBtker, in EhgmdiniAogyst theo hn 6 s
following yeadohn and his mother returned to Liverpool and John started attending the dlivesgitute

in September He became a member o fCorpsandactseved theran& sf laf@é f i c er
corporal He obtained his School Certificate by the time he left school in 1931.

After leaving school John started a Batchelor of Engineering course at Liverpool University. He passed his
intermediate examinations in 1935, but a year later he went to sea, signing on as an assistantgfigineer on

7a/; an ltalian coaster in the Mediterm e a n . I n 1937 he siS8SBerdigaode wi t h (
returned to Liverpool University in 1938 and obt
Engineering. In November of that year he signed on as assistant engis&edgamemnonft Blue

Funnel Line. His signgdon papers describe him as 5ims8tall with hazel eyes, dark brown hair and

medium complexion.

On 11" April 1939 John was commissioned as disutenant (E) in the Royal Navy and was promoted to
lieutenant (E) in Augustwo tears latehe married Jean Hamilton Drane in Liverpool and the couple set
up home at 22 Kingsdale Road, Mossley Hill, Liverpool.

In January 1944 John was serving+#iS Spartapa modified DIDO Class light cruiser with improved
antiaircraft weaponr which was deployed in the Mediterranean in support of the landings at Anzio. On
15" January?MS Spartarbombarded German positions at Gaeta 90 km south of Anzio in preparation of
the landings on the 22

On 29" Januarywith the landings underwasparainwas off Anzio. At sunsetghteen German aircraft
attackedhe ships in Anzio Baysing glide bomb#/MS Spartanvas hit, seriously damaged and set on fire.
Sheheeled over to podnd was eventually abandoned before she finally settled on hendsianadout
30ft of water.

Fortytwo enlisted men were woundefive officers andorty-one enlisted men were léld or missing,
presumed killed. John Douglas Burke was one of those officers. He is commemorated on the Plymouth
Naval Memorial, Panel 85n@ Column 1.

Peter Buxton, 1928 1945.
Royal Naval Volunteer Reseri#get Air Arm

Peter Buxton was born in Liverpool on"28arch 1925 and started attending the Liverpool Institute in
1936. His parents were Joseph Daykin Buxton, born in Melbecks, Yorkshire, and Dorothy Bagton (

Sawyer) . Before World War 1 Joseph was a alinverpoo
The Kingds (Liverpool) Regiment Depot, during Wor
British Star.

At the time of his death on 1Rlarch 1945 Peter was a radio mechanic in the Fleet Air Arm with the rank
of petty officer (service nioer FAA/FX 680345) and was serving in the Air Repair Division of the aircraft
carrier HMS Illlustrious
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HMS Illlustriouswas not engaged in any action with the enemy ‘oMdr2h 1945; btween7" and 18

March she was at Manus (Paplewv Guinea) awaitingpproval for deployment witthhe US Navy §"
Fleetaspatofas k Force 57. Peterds death dkg | v a&rdiéo gl y cr
of death unknowid He is commemorated on the Fleet Air m& s Me moon-$otehtBag 6, Pdnal e

2.

Ernest Emes Buzzard, 1968(1944.

Royal Artillery (194043) and
Queens Own Cameron Highlanders (19481)

Ernest washe younger of two ae of Frank William Buzzard, a gas collectord
Alice Elizabeth Buzzar@iéeEmes)He wasborn in Liverpool @ 14" June 1910His
birth was registered Ini v e r WeastoDerbysegistration districtn 1911 he was
living with his parents and siblings at 40 Barndale, Réaskley Hill. He started
attending the Liverpool Institute in 1922 and had left by 1926.

In 1932 Ernest married Sybil Stone in Barnet.

Their first and only child, Richard Emes Buzzard, was born in ih9B8&erpool|
where the couplbad set up home. The family wat#l resident in Liverpddat 30
Courtesy of Carl shilitoee Chalfont Road)n 1939 at which time Ernest was a commercaaleller for safety
fallenheroesofnormand:  razorsBy 1944 the family home was in Hale, just outside Liverpool.

Ernest enlisted in the Royal Artillery in 19d€ryice numbet635350). Sometime during hisvéeewith

them he was selected for officedet training. Once officer training was corapthe army seldom

returned ades to their old units, allocating them instead according to the perceived needs of the army at

the time. On 17February 1944 Ernewas discharged frotime Royal Artillery and on 18larch 1944 he

was commissioned a2 eut enant in the QueendBattdalomnwitiCaaneve r on H
service numbe312452.

On 7" June 1944 [EDay+1] the 5th Cameron Highlanders landed in Normandy as part of 152 Brigade of

the 5T Highland Division. After getting off the beaches, 152 Brigade crossed the River Orne in the drive

for Caen, a major British objective. THEBuU e e n & Gam&awn Highlanders became heavily engaged in

stiff fighting for St. Honorine betweer' 88d 30 June and took heavy casualties. At the end of June they
were in the oO0Troarn Triangled east of Caen. Thi s
Troarn and thus to Caerand was occupied by the Germammiring the ten days the Cameron
Highlanders spent in the Troarn Triangle theyffereda steady daily drain of casualtiesn continuous

shelling by German artillery

Ernest died on“Wuly 1944. Hisdeatrehs been v ar i ou s | oundsNothoMesiEupeas 6di
Campaigndctidoam |l headr i Gaetnidon ainm tOhkeé | Teaarnm &ri angl e

Ernest is buried and commemorated at Hermanville War Cemetery, Calvados, raneel.V.7His
name did not initially appear on the war memorial erected at his home village of Haie, dubrt was
correctedin20l2aas t he October 2012 i s s elateso f St . Maryds Ch

Commemor ation at Hale, St Maryods

o0On Sunday, 11t h November 2012, Remembrance Sunda
War 2 will be added to the W Memorial in Hale Village. Recent research shows that they were killed
between 1942 and 1944 and for some reason have never appeared on the Memorial. Hale Parish Council
and Hale Branch, Royal British Legion, are hoping to trace any surviving relaides fo invite them to

the ceremony and need your help. The men are
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2nd Lieutenant Ernest Emes BUZZARD, 5th Battalio
part in the invasion of Normandy and was killed on 1st July 1944 near Caen. He was Gd wneat

records show that he was the younger of two sons born to Frank William Buzzard and his wife Alice
Elizabeth nee Emes who as late as 1938 are shown living in Chalfont Road, Allerton. Ernest married Sybil
Stone in 1932 in Barnet, Hertfordshire, he entry in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
(CWGC) Register shows them living in Hale Viéage

Albert Carter, 1929 1943.

Merchant Navy

Albert Carter was born in Toxteth Park on"Bptember 1921 and attended the Liverpool Institate
1933to 1937. He was the son of John D A Carter and Mary CadeY\(illiams).

Albert was a 5ft 8ins tall gieyed Merchant Mariner (Discharge
Number R196435) with dark brown hair and a pale complexio I‘MPIQE KESLg\IJJ[\D%II(
|

October 1942 he signed on dsEhgineer onSSEmpire Kestrela cargo GARTER A.
ship of2,674grt and5,050dwt bought by theBritish Ministry of War HASKING T
Transport in1940and put under the managementSif Rearden Smith HiGéI\JS
and SonsCo At the time of his dea MAROO\JEY iy ome wa
Street, Liverpool 17 ande was again serving on B8 Empire Kestre/fiissoNE A A

but had been promoted t& Bngineer. VIEYERS &

On 16" August 194Fmpire Kestrelvas part o€onvoy UGSL3, a slow ml{JEETTC FD
eastbound convoy sailing from Hampton Roads in $astérn Virginia UGBENAH A,
to Port Said with material in support moflitary operationsn North
Africa While off the coast of Algeria she vatacked by ra ltalian Courtesy Brian Watson
SavolaMarchetti S79 aircraft, piloted by Lt VeZierzi, who launchedn  Www.benjidog.co.uk/Tower%20Hill
aerial torped@nd sunkSSEmpire Kestrafiear Bgayet

Albert was among the ten casualties. He ansghijisnaten SS Empire Kestrere commemorated on
thepanel 2 of tk Tower Hill Memorialfor those who died at sea and have no known.grave

William Douglas Carter, 19151941.
5th BattalionRegkenngds (Liver poc

William was born on ‘6June 1915the son of Samuelnd Jenny CarterHe attendedthe Livepool
Institute from 1927 to 1930n 1939 he married Muriel Disberra clerk and acting secretary in a small
private cork busines# Liverpool. In 1939 Muriel was living at 85 LorenBoive, Norris Green,
Liverpool.William wasnot presentpossibly by thehe was in the army.

After joining the mmy William was sent for officeratning at either 166 orl67 or 168 Officer Cadet
Training Unit. He graduatecbn 14" September 194@nd was commissioned a& Reutenant(service
number148863) in the"Battaliom TheKi ngdés (Li verpool) Regi ment.

At the ti me oohlIWiay 1041 herf@attalidneTAecKh ngds (Li vewapnool ) Re
the 165 (Liverpool) Brigade under the command of th&(Bkest Lancashire) Division and v&iationed

in Britainon home @fence dutiesThe battaliondid not leave Britain until it took part in the Normandy

landings in 1944.

William died ator on Skipton Road, Kettlesingvhich isa smallrural settlement in the parish of
Hampsthwaite (civil Parish of Felliscliffear Harrogat@n Yorkshire An inquest into his death found that
he died an accidental death from a gunshot wound. His death was registered at Knaresborough.
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Nothing has @me to light regarding further details of the accident, or whaitBlag¢talion @ William were

doing in or aroundKettlesing, bt there were military installations in the area in 1941, including Uniacke
barrackswhich housed the 9Field Training Regiment Royal Artillegnd Hildebrand Barracksvhich
housed the training centre fime Royal Corps of SignaBoth were at Killinghall not far frotdettlesing.

Both barracks are now part of the Army Foundation College.

William was cremated at Anfield Crematoriandis commemorated on panel 1 of the memorial there.

Francis Neville Cak9226 1941.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 54 Operational Training Unit.

Frarcis Neville Cave was borti Bebruary 1922The birth was registered in West Derlblis father
Francis Herbert Hayward Cave, was a school attenddficerdor LiverpoolCorporationand a member
of St John's Lodge of the United Grand Lodge of England Freem&t®iied in 1938. His mother was
Nellie Cave géeWhite), of Liverpool.

Francis started attenditige Liverpoolinstitutein 1933 He won a form prize in 1936, apassed his

Higher School Certificate in 1937e became patrol leader of the Owkarol of the school scout troop in

1938, and won a prize for his performance in the
the school magazine offered thiique of his performancee # N Caveds Pol/ i ceman had
it was a part that required considerable study and intelligence. Apart from the Irish dialect, we could find
nothing wrong

Frarcis went with that part of thehsol that was evacuatiedBangor, North Wales, in 1939. In January
1940, the year he | eft school , Francis took part
for the citizens of Bangor as a token of gratitude for their kindness and hospitality. The scho@ ofiagazi
May 1940 reported mbsadifficuk pag ofdlie svhingsicad Naglkdanadt A @hardcter
whose setbpinionated speeches bore the hearer is not an enviable one. Yet F N Cave, with his experienced
bearing and excellent speech, made aesscof the part, which is successfully played if it reduces the
audi ence to [ aughter. o

On enlisting in the RAFVR Francis was given service nid6é025 part of a block issued to recruits at
RAF Padgate, Warringtpbetween September 1939 and April LBl Augustl941Francisaged 19was

a Sergearnh the RAFVRand undergoing pildtaining at 54 Operational Training Unit (at Church Fenton)
on the Airspeed Oxforda twinrengine aircraftt4 OTU was the first nighighter training unit of World
War 2.

Francisdied during a night training fligloin 4" August1941, whenhis Airspeed Oxford (registration
numberV3980, hit a tree anarashedat 01:20hrs anile SE of Church Fentovilage The tr ai ni ng
OperationsRecord Book records:

0Sgt F. NCave killed in a flying accident whilst flying an Oxford ... The aircraft collided with a tree while
Sgt Cave was approaching for a single engine landing, and was burnt out.

His death was registered at Tadcaster, Yioeksand his body was returned tiwdrpool for burialHis
mother published a death noticethe Liverpool Daily Post orf &ugust

0 CA \BAug., suddenly, aged 19 years. Se&r&tilot FRANCIS NEVILLE CAVE, dearly loved younger
son of Nellie and the late Francis H cave, and dear brofh€yril (RAF) 63 Ferndalead Funeral
arrangements later

His aunt and uncle, Edith and George Neville Whitiblished a similar notice the same day.
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"aAugusE te wise d e 6 s

Francisds funer al service was he
t own Road in gr

buried in Toxteth Cemetery, S mi
joined them twentgine years later.

Frederick Richard Howard Charney DFC, 1€21941.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 107 and 105 Squadrons

Frederick was born in Toxteth Park dhMp r i | 1920 and was bapti
hometown, Rock Ferrpn the Wirral, on 25June 1920He attended the Liverpool

Institute flom 1932 to 1935. His fathadilliam Percy Charneywyasa motor engineer

in Liverpool and his mother wa®Paisy Veronika Charney:éeDean) His father,

William, was born in Hanley, Staffordshire, but moved to Liverpool when he was nine
yearsold. In191lhe was a shipbs steward, wor king
World War 1 William drove an ambulance for the British Red €r8sciety and

Order of St. John. @ leavig the army he became a chauffer but by 1@2&ds a

partner with three others in tiRarr Motor Engineering Co., which repaired and sold

Image © Trinity Mirror  Cars in Parr Street, Liverpool. By 1938 Williias a Member of the Institute the

Image courtesy of ~ Motor Trade (MIMT) with a car dealership and repair facilities at 51 an8e&8

NEwepaper  StreetIn 1936 he gained a Royal der CI ub Avi ation Certifica:
LIBRARY BOARD  the Liverpool and District Aero Club.

Frederickhad a good deal of flying experiehefore he enlisted in the RAFVRidHather had his own
aircraft and used to takém flying Eventually B became a mdper of theLiverpool and District Aero
Club himself,and gained aipl sditede in December 1938. Frederick walsoa keen horseman and
swimmer and included amongst his interests archery, model aeroplane making and photography.

On enlisting in the RAFR he was given the service nunfi@3386,ssuedat RAFPadgate, Warrington
early in the period frorBeptember 193® April 1941 On 27" June 1941 he was promoted from sergeant
and commissioned as a pilot officer with the new service number 101503.

In August 1941, Fderick, now a flight lieutenant with 107 Squadiew, sorties against German shipping,
marshalling yards and airfields in FraDoel2' August he took part in a daylight attackagrower &tion
at Knapsack near Cologne for whithwaswarded the DFCThe citation reads:

oThe KI NG has been graciously pleased to approv.
displayed in flyig operations against the enemy:

A strong force attacked the station at Knapsack, whilst a smaébeattacked two stations at Quadrath.

These missions involved a flight of some 250 miles over enemy territory, which was carried out at an
altitude of 100 feet. At Knapsack the target was accurately bombed and machine gunned from between 200
and 800 feet ahat Quadrath both power stations were hit from the height of the chimneys, the turbine
house at one of the two stations was left a mass of flames and smoke. The success of this combined daylight
attack and the eordination of the many formations of aatrdepended largely on accurate timing
throughout the flight. That complete success was achieved, despite powerful opposition from enemy ground
and air forces, is a high tribute to the eztmrage and resolute determination displayed by .the following
officers and airmen, who participated, in various capacities as leaders and members of the aircraft crews.
éDi stingui shed F/ yi ng EredergkRicAacdHowagl CHARNE¥ID1503), i e ut e n
Royal Air Force Vol unteer Reserve, No. 107 Squadr

Poignantly, the award was gazetted oh Skptember 1941, the day Frederick was killed in the
Mediterranean.
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By September 1941 Frederick had been promoted to squadron leader and transferred to 105 Squadron in
Malta. On thenight of 1T September 1941Swadfish torpedo bombers @30 Squadrorattacked an

Italian convoytravelling fronNaplesto Tripoli and damagethe 6478&on Italian freighterSS CaffaroAt

daybreak n 12' SS Caffaravas still afloat, ssight Blenheim bombers from 105 Squadrone ofthem

piloted by squadron leader Charnattackedher again between Pantelleria and Lampeddsang the
attackSS Caffaravas set on fire but Italian escort airapfiearedand shodown three of the Blenheims
includingSquadr on L e ad aircraftWaseenfadliggditof. contriol adn flames into the sea.

His body was neveecovered

He is commemoratedn Panel 1 ofhe Malta Memorial, Valetta.

On hearing of his sonf6s deat h, Wil lidmseieehecy Cha
became a flight instructor and continued to trairt
had achieved the rank of squadron leader.

John Frederick Charnock, 1982942.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 17 Operational Tralding

John Frederick Charnock was born ori E8bruary 1922The birth was registered in West Derby. His
parents weré&eorge Wlliam Charnock and Agnesniie Charnock fiéeCowherd. John attended the
Liverpool Institute from 1933 to 1938er an i n tchosscomyteamahd@an his Colours for
crosscountry in the school year 1937/38.

On Joining the RAFVR he was given the service number 1053553 wakishuedby RAF Padgate,
Warrington between September 1939 and April 1941. By2186é& was a sergeaahd wireless
operator/observer under training at 17 Operational Trainingat RAF Upwood in Cambridgeshire

On 29" Jauary 1942Johnwas on a navigation exercise over Warboys, about 5 miles from RAF Upwood,
in a Blenheim IV twin agine light bomber (registration number L878%yn by pilot officer A Pettwhen

it was recalletb base due to adverse weatitearound 1215hrs The aircraftwasseen nearing the airfield
whenit stalled and crashed to the groudwhn and another cranembemwere killed. A third cremember

was injured.

John Frederick&s de mHimtingdanshire (eogniCambedgshic). ik hodySvas | v e s
returned to Liverpool anduriedin Section C, C of E grave 13¥est Derbycemetery.

LaurenceJohn Stewart Coldrick, 1991942.
11th Field Regiment, Royal Attillery.

Laurence wadorn in Brentford, Middlesex on 1Mecember 1911His father was John Frederick
Coldrick, an army agent bank clerk, and his mother was Constance Winifred M&tialiek (née
Lucag. Laurence started attending the Liverpool Institute in A@@d3eft about 1928. His fathdied in
1935 and Constance married again within a year. Her new husband was Herbert Nicholl of Liverpool.

Laurence was gunnerin the 11 Field RegimenRoyal Artillery which was part of the"li@ddian Division

in the Britsh8Ar my fighting in the Western DesetAfkai n 194
Korpsand the Italian T0Army at Gazalla in Libya, thé 8rmy fell back tqrepared defensive lines at El

Alamein, the last good defensible position before the prized Suez Canal. Othdult'TField Regiment

was deployed as part of a smal/l f lay direaly betweeh thee d 0 R ¢
Axis foresandEl Alamein.At 0300hrsRommel launched the First Battle of Alamein with an attack of his

90" Light Division m Ruweisat Ridgehile German and Italian tanidvanced othe southern flank.
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Both attacks met stiff resistanee,onthe 2 Juy Rommel abandoned the southeattack and moved the
tanks toconcentrate all his forcea the direct assault tfie idge The fighting soon became desperate
with the 11 Field Regiment firing their guns over open sites, but Robcol managéd its po&ion on

the ridgepuying time for th®ritish 4" and 22' ArmouredBrigadego join the battle ithelate afternoon
The armoured brigades and the defenders on the ritigee back repeated attacks forcing Abés
armourto withdrawv before dusk. Durithe nighthe ridgewas reinforced

The next day, 3July two German Panzer idisions reinforced by the ItaliaXX Motorised Corps
attacked Ruweisat Ridge again. There was a sharp armoured engagement and heavy fighfixgs but the
advance was held

Laurence died in the fighting on thé & July. He is buried in ElI Alamein War Cemetery in grave
XXI.B.6.

Cyril Mount, who was serving in the" Ifidian Division at the time, captured the action of tHeFidld
Regiment Royal Artillery apainting

(Seehttp://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/19.776

Francis Weeks Cooper, 19841942,
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 15 Squadron

Francis Weeks Cooper was born orf November 1914He enteredthe Liverpool Institutén 1924 and
left in 1933 having taken his School Certificate in.183®39 he wasmployed as a whesale raw cotton
salesman and wasihg at 56 Park RoaHoylake with Ella W Cooperged 6Zhisgrandmothe?).

On joining the Royal Air Force Volunteer ResgRrancis was given thengce numbed 006147 which
was issued by RAF Padgate recruit reception and training centre, Warrington, between Seép@amder
April 1941.

Francis trained as a Higengineer, and by 194% had attained the rank of flight sergeant and was serving
with 15 Squadron, a heavy bomber squadiying the new Stirling four engined heavy bombers (it had
previously flown Wellingtons), in the night offensive against Germany.

At 01:00hrson 6" April 1942 Francistook off from RAF Alconbury as member of the crew ab

S g u a d $tiding 8\&448 L piloted by Warrant Officer Hare, hich was part of a force 8tirling

bombers of 15 Squadron and 142 aircraft from other squadrons that were tasked with a raid on Essen. Most
of the aircraft were turned back by a storm. Two of the Stirlings aborted because of icing up, three reached
their target and returned safdlyough one was badly damaged by anti aircraft fire, but W7448 failed to
return. One crewmemberés body was recovered and
find the aircraft and remaining crew were unsuccessful and the aircraft isugbtvtthoave crashed in the

North Sea. Francis is commemorated on Panel 73 of the Runnymede Memorial, the Air Force memorial to
those airmen who died in the war and have no known grave.

John Orbell Cooper, 19241945.

Royal Ar Force Volunteer Reserve,q&stal Command?)

John Orbell Cooper was born tine Liverpool registration district orfi Bebruary 1924. He was thensof
Joseph Henrgooper, a draughtsmaand Hester Orbell CoopgméePennington) who were married in
Prescot. Inthe 1939 Registéheywereshown adiving at 7 Duncombe Road, Cressington, Liverpool, but
by the time of Joh nVWestbodreeaBournemohtk, JHantpshide(nowdnvDerdet) t o
John entered the Liverpool Institute in 1936 and was still on the school rolllasttagailable prear
Green Book in 1938.
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John joined the RAFVR in 1941 and was geesxice numberl458095, part of a blodssued to recruits
at RAF Cardington in Bedfordshire between April and October 1941. In Octobel &¥ter Dicta a
newdette for Liverpool Institute old diys, reported a meetitiig Canadéetweernld boysD Vance who
was training to be a pil@nd J O Coopeho had just qualified as a pilahd was on his way home:
http://www.liobians.org/documents/pdfother/1RB4.pdf.

It is likely that both men trained at the US Naval Air Station at Grosse lle, Michiganpweneséd00
RoyalNavycades and 1@0 RAF cadeteeceived pilot traininim World War 2. Transit to Grosse lle was
invariably through Halifatova Scotiaand a US border crossing point at Detroit. (See also Tuson and
Staffiere).

By the time of his death on 8th January 194hn had attaed the rank of ifjht sergeantHe is
commemorated on the Air Forces Memorial Panels at the Alamein War Cemetery. The memorial
commemorates over 3,000 airmen of the Commonwealth who died in the lands around the Mediterranean
and have no known gravéem is recorded in RAF records as lost at sea during air operations at Qastina,
38 km north east of Gaza in Palestine, ‘aia@uary 1945.

The Alamein Memorial records the deaths of twekenenon 8" January 1945. Six of these are Royal
Australian Air Fece crew and five are RAFVR crew, one of whom is John Orbell Cooper. The RAAF crew
died whertheir Wellington bombe(MP792 from 78 Operations Training Unit at Ein Shemar (Palestine),
which trained Coastal Command crews in the use of Leigh Lights* edissbpt approximately 18:35hrs

while ona nonoperational training exercise over the sea. A little iatermation was received that an
aircraft had crashedtothe sea. A launch was despatched to carry out a search, and although some aircraft
wreckag that appeared to come from a Wellingteas located, it could not be established if it came from
MP792

That same nighwellington JA468, of 7Dperations Training Unit at Qastinahich trained Coastal
Command night bomber crews on Wellingtons and is bout 90 km south of Ein Shemaeported to

have flon into the sea off the coast of Palesfihging a Leigh Light exercis# is possible that JA468

and MP792 collided, or interacted in some other way, and John and the other R&RdRelwere

aboard JA468. The other RAFVR personnel were Sergeant John Roy Kennedy (1571554), Sergeant
Clement Steven George Poulton (222223&ygeant Kenneth Joseph Vincent (1867361) and Sergeant
Harry Stewart Webster (1523617). John Orbell Cooper is commemorated on Column 29&8laimiie

Memorial

*The Leigh Light was earbon arc searchlighith a luminous power @2 million candks It wadfitted to

a number of RAF Coastal Commawtkllingtonbombersto help them spot surfacedtidatsat night The
Leigh Light 6 sbodt wa was signiicant, and €oadtal Command was constantly trying to
increase the number of trained crewd sguadrons able to use it.
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Victor Louis Cooper, MB, ChB, 19191943.
Royal Army Medical Corps

Victor LouisCooperwas bornn Toxteth Parkon 22 January 1919 and entered the
Liverpool Institute in 1930 receiving a Matriculation Certificate in Humlsgear
1932/1933, and obtaining a distinction in Greek and Roman history in his Higher
School Certificate in 1936. He wtee third of four childrerand only sonof
Michael Kupinsky Cooper @6e Mendel Kupinsky)and Adelaide (née Ada
Gorfunkle),who married in Hope Place Synagogue in Liverpool in 1912. Michael
was born in KremenchukJkraine and qualifiedsaan electrical engineer at the
University of Vienna, before moving.igerpool.

Victor's mother diedin 1924. Hisfather remarriedand eventually moved to
Sout hport, where he was |living at the ti

www.liobians.org . . . . . .
Courtesy Saul Marks ~ Victor wonthe Waterwrth Scholarship to Liverpool University where he obtained

an MB ChB in 1939He was called up for service in they& ArmyMedicalCorps
immediately following graduation and wasimissioned as leutenant(service numbef5463) on 5’
December 1942

He served irthe British 8 Army, whichtook part in the invasion of Sicily in June 1943, fbeght its way

up | t aAdyaficsoasturingthe autumrof 1943. By early November the &my had broken through

t he oBar bar athekcamplex @fGermaadefensivaihes known as thed Wit e r Lineo tt
stretchedtoast to coasicross central Ita{jsee Map 2 Appendix 1and were poised to attack tleustav

Line", whichoverlooked the Sangro River. Victeas killed on '3November1943 the only casualty of a

surprise German air raimh the eve of th&8" A r mwattack on the Gstav Line. ¢ is buried at th8angro

River War CemeteryX. A. 39, a few miles from the Adriatic coast of Italy.

The Ol d BoyfGoditenDictget Oatober 944, makes reference to a chance meeting of Victor
and another Liobian:

E. K. C. BISSON has been with the F.A.U. since 1939, and after being in various hospitals, /s now at H.Q.
He reports R. Bird as being a S.Sgtthe R.A.M.C. in Malta, tapart from his father and Victor Cooper,

who was killed in the R.A.M.C., he has seen no Liobian for years. He enquires tenderly after the Camera
and Field Clubhttp://www.liobiansrg/documents/pdfother/19448.pdf.

WiliamAl f r ed Cor k ppdol), 188781643. Eng. (L

Straits Settlements Volunteer Force,
1st(Singapore Volunteer Corps) Battalion

William was born on 25February 1897. The birth was registered in West Derby.awiiftirobably
enterel the Liverpool Institute in about 1908. Heas the elder of two sons of William L&erkill, a
joiner born in sleof Man, and Bessie FurrgsCorkill (néeJewell). In1911 William was living with his
parents and brother, Norman Lace &by at 95 Newsham DrivéNorman also attended the Liverpool
Institute, and won the Military Medal in 1918. He later becaibector and Health Advisor in various
parts of the Middle Easand then becama seniorécturer inthe Liverpool School of Tropal Medicine
and a World Health Organisation nutritionist

His brotherWilliam Alfred also fought in World War 1. He joined the Machine Gun Corps and served in
Palestine and the Western Front. When the War ended he enrolled at Liverpool University to study
metallurgical chemistr@n 21" October 1922 after graduating withCeegree that year, Williarsaied to
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Singaporein what was then ther&ts Settlementsy take up employment as a metallurgical chemist with
the Straits Trading Company, which had large interests in tin smelting operations in Malaya.

In 1929 he marriedGwendoline Mary Taylor in Fort Butterworth, Province Wellesley, on the mainland of
Malaya opposite Penang Island. Mary was the youngest daughter of Reverend P H Taylor of Osset,
Yorkshire. The couple spent their honeymoon in the relatively temperateeclimaf Fr aser 86s Hi |
announcement to that effect was made in the  Straits Timeswspaper
(http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/DigitisetBAstiiaitstimes19290702.2.25.3spx

When the Second World War broke out, William was recalled to the Straits Settlements Volunteer Force,

in which he had previously served as a captain, and join€gShmgydpore Volunteer @Que) Battalion as a
companys er geant major (service number 1069"0gnuaryWi | | i a
1942 and his daughter has written an account of their parting from William, and the journey to Colombo in
Ceylon

(See http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/38/a8411438.sWtitliam stayed onand

fought with he Straits Settlements Volunteer Force in the Battle of Singapore in Februanywied?2.
Singapore fell od5" February the SSVRvas disbanded and themBritish volunteers were told liye

British Governor to go homé&.hose whad i dtaké this advicevere massacred by the diagse. Those

British members of the force wiathe Japanese diabt kill were madeprisoners of warWilliam was
captured angbut in Changi Gaol where the Japanese lodged their prisoners before moving them to other
camps. William was moved to Thailand, put in 4D Camp and, in common with all PoWs in Thailand, was
forced to work on the famous Burma Railway under appalling conditions. William died of beriberi
(Vitamin B1 deficiency) on thé September 1943.

The graves d@ommonwealth and Dutch soldievio died during the construction and maintenance of the
BurmaThailandrailway wer&ransferred from camp burial grounds and isolated sites along the railway into
three cemeteries at Chungkai and Kanchanaburi in Thailand and ThanbyuZByanh&n William is

buried ingrave 4.B.5(n KanchanaburiWar Cemeterypnly a short distance frorhe site of the former
'Kanburi', the prisoner of war base camp through which most of the prisoners passed on their way to other
camps.

William Waterson Cottle, MPSL9158 1943.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 102 Squadron.

William W aterstoneCottle waornin L i v e r \WestoDerbysregistration district on

23" March 1915. Heentered the Liverpool Institute with his twin brother, Henry W
Cottle, in 1927. Theiparents were William Henry Cottle, a confectidman in the Isle

of Man andEmily Cottle iéeLatham)of Liverpool William Henry died in 1932nd

both boys left the school that ye@ihey were inseparable until the outbreak of war
pulled them apart

In 1939 the two boys, both now pharmaceutical students, were living with their mother at
34 Melbreck Road, Liverpodbubsequently William (and quite possibly Hebsgame

a Member ofthe Pharmaceutical Sociegnd both brothers enlistéd the RAFVR In

Image® Trinity - . . .
Mirror image ~ 1940William married Beryl E Robertson in Liverpool

courtesy of THE

BRITISH William enlisted at RAF Padgate, Warringtsometime between Apidnd November
NEWSPAPER 1941 and wasgven the service number 1493832an 20" October 1943he was
LIBRARY . . . , ;
BOARD promoted from sergeantommissioned agilot officer and given the newervice

number160845. By Novembdre was serving as a nawaigaith 102 (Ceylon) Squadron
at Pocklington in Yorkshire
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On 22° Nov 1943 William was part of the crew of 102 Squddbalifax Bomber LW333 DY, flown

by 24year old Sergeant Walter Hughes of Walighen it collided withVellington BombelLW 264 KN-

K of 77 Squadron near Pdaigtonin Yorkshirewhile returning from dargeraid on Berlin. Both aircraft

were circling over Pocklington airfield imgitfor landing instructions from tREAF air traffic controller

when the collision occurred. The controller gave permission to land using only the tail letter (in this case

6 Kd) to identify aircraft. Hav i n g todaad; eollideccahd p e r mi
crashed near Newland Farm on Barmby Moor killing all 14 crew.

The bodies of the crewsere taken to their hometowns for burial. Flight Sergeant Williregtd®RCAF
member of the crewwvas taken to Harrogate (Stonefall) Cemeteaypuried thereWilliam was buried in
Childwall All Saints churchyair section § grave276

In November 1984 fourteen oak trees, each named after an airneghirkithe tragedywere formally
dedicated at Newlands Farm

William Charles Davies, MIMT, 1196 1944.
Royal ArmyServiceCorps.

William Charles Davies was born ori' Mbvember 1911. His birth was registered at Lichfield in‘the 4

Quarter of that year. He attended the Liverpool Institute for only one school year, 1928/29, during which

he took hs School Certificate. His parents were David Davies, a musician, and Emily LouisaiBavies (
Elliott). She wathe daughter of a naval pensioner who became a naval outfitter. David and Emily Louisa
were married on 28anuary 1906 n Devonport, where Louisabs father
probably David Davies and his family moved to Liverpool just prior to 1928 when his son s@&ctaubhis
Certificateyear at the Liverpool Institute having received the majoritis @ducation elsewhere. At the

time of Williambés death his parents were |iving a

Commonweal th War Grave Commission records state
CWGC has not defined the meaning of the abbreviatiorelbetvhere during the period it was associated

with motor car traders and repairésee Charne@ nd pr obably means forkhember o
Mot or Tradebo6. The institute was a professional b
Motor | ndustryo i n 1945, Today it i s an aut horitat
gualifications.

William joined the army as a cadafter completing his training May 1943he received a commission

and the rank of2lieutenant in the Roy&lrmy Servie Corps (service number 27394y the time of his

death he had risen to the rank of war substantive lieutenant, and was a temporary captain. William was
killed in action while serving with the Royal Army Service Corps in Normandy dan&l944 (D

Day+5). He was buried at Colleville-Orne (nhow Colleville Montgomery) and was laggnterred at

Ranville War Cemetery, grave lll, F, 7

The RASC played a significant role in Normandy. The landing craft carrying troops to the beaches on D
Daywere manned by the RASC, and within two hours of the first landings a unit of the RASC was driving
supplies to the River Orne to resupply the troops’ éfiborne Division, who had captured Pegasus and
Horsa Bridges by a@ssault before the beach langsi beggrand were holding them. Other RASC units

had already landed with th&AGrborne Divisiontroops to prepare for reception of supplies, and RASC
units flying from UK were supplying the Arborne by airdrop. Elsewhere, RASC units were driving
DUKWs from ships to the beachheads at Juno, Gold and Sword beaches to keep the troops who were
moving off the beaches supplied with ammunition and essential stores.

The RASC established a divisional maintenareze (@ major stores dump) at Ranville oretist bank of
the River Orne and supported theAirborne Division for ten days by ferrying supplies filoenbeaches
to the divisional maintenance area. The divisional maintenaace/as subjected to heavy mortar fire and
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frequent air raids during wehi they lost many men, vehicles and stores. It was during this hectic period that
William was killed on 11June, but the exact location is not clear. Collsul@rne, his original burial
place lies west of the River Orne between Sword Beach anlieRanvi

Alan Law Davis, 19181944,
5th Battalion West Yorkshire Regi me

Alan Law Davis was born in Liverpool or" Ottober 1919. The birth was registered in West Derby
registration district. He was the son of Francis Cummins, Bhig$ supervisor at a brewery, and Emily

Alice Davis fiéelLaw) Alan entered the Liverpool Institute in 1931 and left after taking his School
Certificate in 19389n 1943 he married Lilian Eaynor Matthews in Liverpaadl in the same year, perhaps

during his marriage leave, he paid a visit to his old school, which reported it in the school magazine. After
marrying, Alan and Lilian set up home at 4 Stanlow Villas, Whitby Road, Ellesmere Port.

Before joining the army he was employed by the Liverpool Gidipo Electricity Departmen#fter
enlismentAlan attended an officer aatdtraining unit. @ 14" July1942he was gazetted as"ali2utenant

in the WestYorkshire Regiment and given the service number 237637. In the school magazine for May
1943 hds reported as serving as‘d 2 e u t eNoabN C) Battalian West Yorkshire Regiment MEF

By the time of his death in 194é had attained the rankl@utenantwas serving in thé Battalion of the

West Yorkshire Regiment and had been memtidn i n despatches for services
(presumably North Africa)

There were originally twd Battalions of the West Yorkshire regiment" B5d 2/5. The 25" was under
command of the 137nfantry Division till July 1942 whencitinverted to armour and became the"113
Regiment Royal Armoured Corps time 137" Armoured Division. The 1/5was renamed simply thé 5
Battalion and became holding battaliosupplying drafts fasther armyunitsoversea$or the rest of the
war Al ands pr e sDaylandingsnay havé leeeii® result of being drafted as a divisional
replacemenfor a casualty or for reinforcemeHe died on 6 June 1944 (EDay) and was buried grave
2.0.10 inHermanville War Cemetery, Normandy. Theagié of Hermanville lay behind Sword beach and
many ofthose buried there dieduring the beach landings during the first days of the drive towards
Caen.

Al ands el der b r aergedneNormandClaze rDave rwaskdled enr Norsyandy on the same
day.

Alfred Ernest Dawes, 19571942.

Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve.

Alfred was born on 12April 1917, the son of William E Dawes and Elizabeth DamésShone).The
birth was registered in West Derby.

He entered the Liverpool Institute in 192%btained his School Certificate in 1932 and became a school
prefect in 1934. In 1935 he passed his Higher School Certificate with a distinction in French and won The
Lord Derby Prize for German. The following year he left school, but not before wirn@rigiid Derby

Prize again, this time for both German and French.

He married Lily McFarland in South Liverpanl1941 and the couple setup home at 12 Westwood Road,
Liverpool 18. In 1942 Alfred was serving with the Royal Navy as a lieutenant (S}/faAb&atdiracaoa

l ight cruiser converted for air defence. At that
but the rank was renamed in 1944 and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, in keeping with its
convention of using the name of rardurrent at the time they produced their records after thehasr
recorded Al fredds rank as I|lieutenant (S). Part of
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On 2 October1942 HMS Curacaavas one of the ships despatched from the Gdydeeet the incoming
RMS Queen Marywhichwas carrying thousands of American troops from New York to Greenock to join
theAllied forces in Britain, and to escort her over the final 200 miles of her voyage.

HMS Cu rtask was @ hold station witl/S Queen Maryn order to provide effective air defence.
Both ships were following-twbat evasion zigzag courses AUMS Curacaavas slower thaRMS Queen
Maryand collision of the two ships was narrowdidad on a number of occasions.

At 14:15hrs, wheabou 60km north of the Irish coas&MS Queen Marystarted the starboard tuofi a
zigzag. @tting across the path 6/MS Curacaonith insufficient clearance, she strbekamidsips at a
speed of 28 knots, cher in twoand damaged her own boputtinga 40ft dent in it HMS Curacasank

in six minutesbout 100 yards fro®MS Queen MaryUnder strict orders not to stop because of the risk
of U-boatattacks RMS Queen Marysteamed onThe convoy behind picked up 26 survivors, and hours
latertwo of RMS Que e n  Mesoorgréterned to rescuabout another hundredurvivors Lieutenant
Alfred Ernest Dawes was not ameitger group ourvivors.

The incident was kept secret till the end of the war, but in 1949 the Admiralty pressed charg@d/&yainst
QueenMa r pwners, the Cunard White Star Line. The High Court foundthivds of the blame
belonged to the Admiralty and otiérd to the Cunard White Star Line.

Alfred is commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial, Column 66,2.

Kenneth David Deadman 19861941.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 218 Squadron.

Kenneth David Deadmamwas born in Darlingtonno4” November 1916 He entered the Liverpool

Institute in 1925 and left in the 1931/32 school. yé&r parentsWilliam Henry Deadman ah Edith

Deadman fiéeProsserywere married in Abergavenny in 1915 the 1939 RegisteiWilliam and Edith

shown asvere living at 95 Dunbabin Road, Childwall, Liverpool, but Kenneth was absent. In 1941 at the
time of Kennetho6s deatChildwdi s parents were stild/l [

Kennet hos RAFVR10BHS was pae of m block e mumpeassuedto recruits at RAF
Padgate, Warringtobhetween September 1939 and April 194&.trained as a pilot angy November
1941 had risen to the rank of sergeant in 218 (Goldt)C8a@sadron of Bomber Command sponsored by
the Governor of the Gold Coast.

On 15" Nov 141 Kenneth wasecond pilobf2 18 Squadr onds ewWwadumbemRii3dd n Mk 1
piloted by Alan Cook RAAF and agrating out of RAF Marhamear Kin@ Lynn Norfolk. Tasked with
an attack othe German Naval port #fiel, R1135took offat22:17hrs but failed to return from the raid.

In a letterto the Air Ministry, the groupacpt ai n commandi ng RAFthidNaaarafam e xpp
took off at 22.17hrs on 18lovembemwith an ETA basef 04:41 hrsNothing was heard from the aircraft

tll 0202 hrson 16 Novemberwhen an SOS wasi ¢ k e d H w [dAndiher stétion?Wwho gave the

aircraft a2 class fix of 5653N)33E at 024 hrs. The fix was not acknovged by the aircrafEvery effort

was made to estatfi communication without delgeverything possible was done to locate the aircraft,

but last known position of the aircraft was so far out to sea-#&# egscue service could not compete

No indication of the cause of the trouble was received from the aircraft aaidctag itselfivas never
found. From te fix received at 02:04hiis is presumed to have crashed into the North Sé&. Air
Ministry informed the Air Board, Melbourne, Austral@ the circumstances and requested that they
i nform Al 1l an Co o kidhsf another Australiaracrewembertaleoard thel aimcraft.

Kenneth is commemorated on Panel 2 of the Runnymede Memorial.
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W S Edwards 1924

W S Edwards was born ofi Bunel924 and entered the Liverpool Institute in 1936 he was still at school in
1938 the last prevar year school roll in the Green Books. He is commemorated on the school war
memorial, but no record of his military career, death or next of kin have yebbeen f

Walter Hale Fairlem, 19181942.
Royal Naval Reserve

Walter was born in Liverpoadn 27" Jun 1913The birth was registered in West Derby registration district.

Walter was the son @eorge Henry Fairlem and Elizabéthirlem @iéeHale) He startedattending the

Liverpool Institute in 1923 and left in 1929. Sometime after leaving school he joined the Merchant Navy
and in 1933 or 1935 (the date on h'iEsngineeeanS8A Nnds cC
Ardenvour part of fbeet whicharbhgemicb onlLthie moatéUK-Singapord-reemantle. His

Discharge A Number was R137219. He was 5ft 9ins tall with blue eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion.

On 22° May 1937 Walter left his home at 32 Egerton Road, Liverpool 15, and sailetiferpool to

Singaporgin what was then the Straits Settlemasts passenger on the Blue Funnel Stednmned

He travelled firstclasg,ave hi s o0occupat iandsta@dthadtime StraitsriSettlemantg was e e r 6
to be his place of permanassidence. He was probably on his way to take up employment v@thatite

Steamship Company Ltdyhich had a fleet &1 vessels with a combingsstonnage of 3860 tons

used for trading in the waters arouhd East Indieand MalayaAt the outlveak of war the Royal Navy
requisitioned a number of these ves&ais2T' July 194 Walter was made temporary didutenant ([Ein

the Royal NavaReserve in SingaporBy 1942 he waserving onHMS Jerantuf217grt)whichhad been

requisitioned fromhe Straits Steamship Company Ltd. in late 1939 and used as an auxiliary minesweeper
operating in the watearound Singapore and Sumatra.

Malacea® | o™ty HMS Jerantuivas trapped in the harbour of Palembang when the
e Japanese invaded Sumatra oh A&€bruary 1942, and trmgw_
il were forced t@abandorand scuttlder. The date of her demise is
d contiang . Officially 8 March but there was considerable confusion at that
FayakurgBun time* and there is evidendeom the personal diary of Reginald
SUMATRA-, JaniEi Walter Henry Millen, AdmiraltyPilot and master ofHM Tug St

, Justanother requisitioned Straits Stship Company vessel at
%ahmbang Palembangthat Jerantutwas abandoned threseeks earlier.
Millen records that orl5" February survivors froihe shipsSt.

engkulu oLubuinnggau
R Just, Hua Tong, TreboueKliasand Jerantutvere put ora train

gﬁLEP?RPéR&UDND at Palembangrhe survivors froniJerantutivere all ratings, so it
SUMATRA oBandarlampung gppears that Lieutenant (E) Walter Fairlem was not among them.

The survivors reached Oosthaven (now Bandar Lampung) safely
and were then taken to Colombo inyom.

Walter is commemorated on Panel 24 Column 2 of ltherpool Naval
Memorial, at the Pier Head (Liverpool was the port that administerec
men serving on auxiliary vessels of the Royal Navy) where he is reco
lost on land with no known grave.

His estate wasot granted probate unfib47and heremained on the Nav
List till 1948.

* Reginald Walter Henry Millen reports that when the survfiraally arrived |§ :
in Colombo on Sunday 1st March, thvegre greeted with astonishment by

Photo courtesylames Mauire
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Naval Authorities who pointed ailiat an official announcemerddcbeen made to the effect that

".. When Palembang fell to the Japanese on 15th February at 1100, the following ships were trapped in the
Harbour: HM Ships "St Just", "Klias" and "Jerantut”. HMS "Hua Tong" was sunk by bombing, but the three
first mentioned ships were apparently destroyed before the crews landed... a ship was despatched to this
coastal area but was unable to contact any of these dtesvgeared that they haaé fallen into enemy
hands o

Thomas Stanley Faulkner 19220102
Royal Corps of Signals

Thomas S Faulkner was born on"28ay 1921. He attended the Liverpool

Institute between 1931 and 1937. He was a keen sportsman gaining Half Colours
for hockey, winning the school sports #afls race in 1933 and playing in the
school 6s cricket and f oot hajbined theelh ms i n
boys cricket team and helayed for their football team in 1939. He is
commemorated on the war memorial, but actually survived the war. He was
reported missing in the Middle East in the July 1942 edition of the school

magazine. This waa|l so reported in the ORol |l of
Evening Express of 2Bebruary 1942:
Image® Trinity Mirror oSergeant Thomas Stanley Faul kner, age
pmage couresy o I0E Wasaaleroad, Orrel Park, Aintree, Liverpool, reported missing in the Middle
LIBRARY BOARD East. He isin old boy of the Liverpool Instituted

Later, on March 20 the same newspaper reported that:

oSergeant Thomas Stanley Faul kner, (20), Royal C
Liverpool, previously reported missing in the Middle Eastreparted prisoner of waro

Acting Sergeant Thomas Stanley Faulkner (service number 25867397) went missing in the Western Desert
on 2° February 1942. At that time the/A&my was in retreat from Benghazi and involved in heavy fighting
around Timimi in Libya. He was subsequentbnfirmedas a prisoner of war and his casualty record was
updated to that effect in April, about a fortnight after the report in the Liverpool Evening Express.

Prisoners taken in Egypt and Libya were normally handed overltalidgies and sent to PoW camps in

Italy. Thomas was sent &rigione di Guerr&amp 65 at Cressina, Bari, in Apulia on the Adriatic coast of

Italy. When the ltalian armistice was declared ‘0Beptember 1943 Italian administration of the PoW

camps ceasednd numerous prisoners escaped. The Germassaered many of the camps and used

them to hold captured escapees. They also moved some of the escapees to camps outside Italy. In 1945
Thomas was in Stalag 18a Wolfsberg, Augirizhablyhaving been movethere in November 1943.

When the Germans surrendered ohN8ay 1945, theKommandanhanded @er control of the camp to

the senior British medicaffecer. French and British prisoners disarmed their guards atdcdantrol of

the camp armourythe local Bst Office,the Railway Station arttie Police StationThe prisoners were
repatriated aftethe British8" Army reached the camp on"Ilay.

The General Rcad Office holds a record of the death @ThomasStanley Faulkner (DoB 23ay
1921)in Runcorn in 2010.
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Noel Houghton Fraser, 192v1946.
Army General Service Corps.

Noelwas born in Liverpool on 2ecember 1927He was the only son of Joseph Fraser and Gwendoline
Marian FraserrféeHoughbon) of Grassendale, Liverpool. ldatered the hierpool Institute in 1938.

He enlisted in therany on 13 Jaruary1946,shortly afteihis eighteenth birthdaide was issuedithv the

service number 141125@%d, aswas normal with new recruits, he was assigned to the General Servic
Corps, a holding unfor recruits while they were undertaking six weeks of basic training, assessment and
selection for a corps or regimegrior to going on t@an Army Primary Training CentredNoel died of
meningococcal septicaemia2#f January 146, nine days after johg the amy. He died at Waringsfield

Military Hospital, the only military hospital in Northern Ireland in 1946, in Moira, Lisburn, County Down.
His death was registered at Lurgan, Northern Ireland.

Noel ds body wa 90l Hei$ huried ia 8ction 2H,gtavevi4 € pf E. section of Allerton
Cemetery.

John Henry Greenhalgh, 1989.941.
106th (The Lancashire Hussars) Light Anti AircraftiRegt,Royal Artillery.

John HenryGreenhalghwas bornin Liverpool on 23' December 1919His birth was registered in

Li v er jVesb Debby registration distridde wasthe son of JohrGreenhalghand Edith Ellen
Greenhalgh rféeBradley), of Liverpool. He entered the Liverpool Institute in 198H won a form
certificate in his first year. Hetalmed his School Certificate in the 1933/34 school year and left in the
same year.

John enlisted in the Royal Artilleny 1938and joined106' (The Lancashire Hussars) Light Anti Aircraft
Regiment. Havas given theervice numbe882556and by 1941 hedd risen to the rank of bombardier

(the Royal Artilleryds equivalent of a corporal).

I n March 1941 his regiment was part of the expedi

of a German invasion after the Greeks had defeated an italégion in December 1940h& German

Army attacked Greece orf @pril 1941 By 20 Apr i | al | Greek forces had
position became untenabl@n the 24" General Wilson commander of Force Wyrderedits withdrawal

and itsevacuation t&rete and Egyptia the Greek ports of Porto Rafti on East Attica, Mdgangest

Atticg and Nafplion on the Argolic Gulf in the Peloponnese (see Appendix1, Mayer) 50000 troops

were evacuated befdree evacuatioanded or30" April.

Johnds Royal e&ardshowslthalre diedtatseaear Gregcdetween 26and 27 April

1941 . Iiveaffecontested thdritish evacuation, and John was almost certainly one of about 1000
soldiers and sailoreho were lost when an euation convoy from Nafplion was attacked in the Argolic
Gulf. The convoy consisted of the Dutch ocean |&8rS/amathe troopshipKhedive Ismajithe Royal

Navy cruiseHMS Calcuttaand several destroyers. The naval ships took on 2500 men at Napdlithre
loading was slow because another troopSisipl/ister Prin¢édrad run aground in shallow watg$ocking

the harboursothattroops had to be ferried across the inasgmall boats for embarkation.

At 03:00hrsHMS Calcuttaprdered all ships to sail, despite the factsStSab/amatas still in the process

of loading and had not yet taken on many troops /dmetlive /smathad not managed to load any troops

at all. The Captain ofS Slamagnored the order and continued lttad troops. The convoy eventually
departed at 04:00hrs on"2wWith Slamatcarrying 500 troops, following fifteen minutes later. Three hours
later, German aircraft attacked the corwbife it was still in the Argolic Gulf a6& S/amatas bombed.

The bombing destroyed her fire fighting system and some of her lifeboats, and set the ship on fire. During
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the abandonment of the ship, two lifeboats capsized and some survivors wereguanhkdim the water.
The destroyerg¢/MS Diamondand HMS Wiryneckresced some people from the water, but were later
sunk themselveshile still picking up survivors. When it was all owdy twentytwo of the five hundred
troopson SS Sa/mdtadsurvived

Troops and naval personnel lost are namedrace 3of the Athens Mmnorial at Phaeton. Bombardier
John Henry Greenhalgh is among them.

An atmospheric ink and wadrawing of the evacuation can be found at:
http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1434

Arthur Stanley Greenwood, 19821941

Royal Air Force, 35 Squadron.

Arthur Stanley Greenwood was born in Toxteth Park dnl@ly 1921His parents were Arthur Joseph
Greenwood and Emily GreenwoadgeTodd). Arthur Stanlegnteredthe Liverpool Instutein 1933 and
won a form certificate in 1935. He left school in 1936 after he had passéthéramin maths, science
and gneral studies that gave him entrthtoRAF apprenticeckeme aHalton No 1 School of Technical
Training for ground crew arskilled tradesmen

In January 1937 Arthur left his home in 5 Monro Street, Liverpool 8, and entered the training school where
he was given thservice numbeb70897and trained as a fitter. By 1941 he had completed his training,
attained the rank afergant and was deployed as a fligigireeer to 35 Squadron, which had been
converted from a training squadron into an operations squadron with the express pusgogagthe

new Handley Page Haliffour-engined heavy bombaro operational servic&he squadron flew its first

sortie in March 1941 against La Havre, andiry the rest of 194t bombed a variety of targets in
Germany and occupied France

On 18" December 1941, Arthur wase flight egineer on Halifax bomber V9799 -E thattook off fom
Linton-on-Ouseat 1002hrs as part of a daylight bombing raid on the German battlecrGigetsacand

Scharnhots which were in dock at BresSthe attackwas delivered from 16,000 feet, ahd trew of

V9799 TL-E subsequently reported: Ve r y  mis seen ib immesliate vicinity of the two cruisers.

Some bursts definitely on stern of both vessels causing a whitish grey explosion. Some bombs seen to fall in
water south of dock in which Gneisenau was berthed and some in quay between torpedo baatistation

No.1 dry dock. None of these necessarily claimed by this aircraft. No cloud, visibility unlimited. Attacked in
line astern formation Landed safely at LimtarDuse at 1554

In fact no significant damage was done to either of the ships.
Photographsfa35 squadron attacking the ships in formation can be found at

http://www.archieraf.co.uk/archie/raidonscharnhorstandgneisenau.htmi

Twelve days later V9799 and her cneturned to Brest to deliver another attack @neisavand

ScharnhorsiAirborne at 11:25hrs from Lintoron-Ouse, V9799 never returned to base; it was shot down
by fak and crashed in the target areathicrew are buried locally in Kerfautras Cemetenyt hur 6 s gr a
is inPlot 40, ow 1.gravell

Scharnhorsand Gneisauwere the subject of continuaids by the RAF over a period of montasd
Arthur Stanley Greenwood was the secordrpool Institute old boto die in attempting to disable them.
He was not to be the last.
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Charles Neville Hammond DFC, 1920.943.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 166 Squadron.

Charleswas born at Winchester on"23eptember 1920 arattended the Liveool Institute from 1932 to
1936. In 1935 he was on the cortige of the school branch of the League of Nations Union, the objects
of which were to explain the priples underlying the League cathddns, study international problems and
promote the peaceful settlement of international dispHissparents were LEolonel Thomas Neville
Hammond and Doris Hammondr{éeFox), whowere married irl917 atSimla, a hill station in northern
India, now the capital of the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh.

Charl esods RAFVR service number , re@uislad& RAF Padgates part
Warrington between September 1939 and April 1941. By 1942 he had attained the rank of sergeant, and in
October that year he wemmmissioned as a pilot officer and his service number was changed tolh31802.

early 1943 he attaineithe rank of flying flicer and took a trip to Liverpoduring which heisited his old

school (sedttp://www.liobians.org/documents/pdfmag/i®i8.pdf. By October 1943 he was attiag
flightlieutenant and hacharried Ethel Mary Gleig Hampshire

On 22° October 1943 Charles was the pilot of Lancaster bomber EE196 of 166 Squadron baseéd at RA
Kirmington, Lincolnshire. at day the squadron was tasked with a raid on Kasselkryeia196was
airborne at 18:12hrs, but failed to return from the daidias shot dowhy a nighfighterover Germany

fifty miles short of the targatd crashed at Brakelsiek on the wesgide of the Schwalenberger Wald, 2

km NW of Schwalenberdt was one of 43 out of 569 airctaft in the raid

Sergeart A.l.Pilbeam survived the crash, astaken prisoner of waHe subsequentlgnade a statement
descriling the attack orEE196.He described howr® wing caught firandthe controlsweredamagd,
and said thaCharlestried to gie the crew a chance to bale out, but with damaged cohtasteémpt
failed The aircraft went intaspin andblew upkilling all the crevexceptSergeant Pilbearwhoidentified
hi s c¢r éoodimsawhan shé was captured the next mornifilge crewnemberswere buried at
Schwalenberg o®tery but were later moved tarveemeteries. Charles wasnterredin the Hannover
War cemetery in graui$. E. 5.

Charles was awarded the DFC after his death. bazatted on 18th March 1944 with effect frorhQ&t
1943 t he date he was shot down. Since the aKardng ©6ap
is likely to have been anmediateone made on the recommendation of a seniificer for anoutstanding
act of gall antry or devotion to duty. The recomm

statement regarding Charlesd .attempt to give his

166 Squadron was also the squadron of anoth@ld_boy, Ronald Willam Holmes, who died two
months befor&harles.

George William Goldson Harding, 19841942,
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 418 (RCAF) Squadron.

George William Goldson Harding was born in Liverpool ol 2gril 1924 The birth was registered in
WestDerby registration district. His father was @sorge William Goldson Harding aris mother was

Lilian Idah Harding féeDunning). Hestated attending the Liverpool Institute in 198 won a form
certificate in 934, and in 1935 he was on tloenenite e o f the school ds branch o
Union, the objects of which were to explain the principles lyitterthe League of dtions, study
international problems and promote the peaceful settlement of international disputes. George was still at
school in 1938, the last prar Green Book containing the school roll.
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His RAFVR Service number, 1083456, was part of a block of numbers issued at RAF Padgate, Warrington
between September 1939 and April 1941. By May 1942 he had attained the ramanf aathwas a pilot

with 418 (City of Edmonton) RCAR8adon of Fighter Command, basedBatidwell Bay 9.5 miles East

of Maldon inEssexTheSquadr on was an oOlntruder Squadrono. It
territory with single aircraftealth attackat night and occasionally daylight in pairslhe purpose was to

disrupt enemy airfield activities, and attack enemy night fighterders werealso given remit to attack

rail and road transport targets and any other targets oftamiporThe squadron flewBoston MKIII
fighterbombers specially adapted &ealth and multirole purposes, andmed by a crew of three: pjlot

navigator and wireless operator/air gunner

On 20" May 1942George wasilpt of Boston MklIl, No. W8281 that took of from RAF Bradwell Bay at
0G:37hrs on a night intruder misri into Germarheld Holland. At 03:18ts, presumably on the return
flight W8281 was brought down by AAtrcraft fire over the Dutch coast and crashed on the beach at
Camperduin, Nath Holland. All three of the crew were killed and are buneglot 1, ow C, grave Ih

the cemetery at the nearby municipality of Bergen

John Haycocks, 1909.941.

Merchant Navy

Johnwas born on 30April 1909 at52 Hinton StreetFairfield, Liverpoh and was baptised at St Cyprians,
Edge Hill on 7 July 1909. He is commemorated on the Liverpool Institute Memorial, but his school entry
predates the earliest school record accessibléq8teGreen Book However, it is likely that he entered
schoolwhen he was about eleven years old in 1920 and left before 1926. His pareédiaesdderbert
Haycocksa Post Office sorting clerk arelegraphistand Margaret Louisa HaycockaséCubbin) who
wasborn in the Isle of Marin 1911 the family wasdill living at 5Hinton St

John was a Merchant Navy cadet (Discharge A Number1135548). He had blue eyes, brown hair and a fresh
complexion. His first voyage was as a cad&®NavigatdiT &J Harrison Line), whickeft Liverpool in

May 1929 on a voyage New Orleans via Tampico, Mexico. He remained with the Harrison Line for the

rest of his career and rose to the rank of Second Officer. In 1932 he riRamieel Gret&Villiams.

On 16" July1941 John was secotfficer onHa r r i s 086Ddsignara @rgo vessel of 9150 tons dwt,

which was irfConvoy OB341 on route from Ellesmere Pdd Capetown with ifitary stores and mail.

After dispersal of the convdyV Designerproceeding on her own, wattacked byJ-98 when she was
northmnorthwest of the Azesand hit by a torpedo She sank in six minutes am@ tmaster angixtysix
crewmembers were lost, John Haycocks among them. John is commemorated on Panel 35 of the Tower
Hill Memorial to the men and women of the merchant navy and fishing fleets wi tliiedvar and have

no known grave.

Peter James Healey 1918941.
Royal Engineers, (&heshireField Squadron.

Peterwas born on'7February 1918. Hibirth was rgistered in Toxteth Parklis parents, Ahur William
Patrick Healey, aamk clerk who @d in 1939and Hannah HealeymgeOwen)were married irl906 in
New BrightonPeterenteredhe Liverpool Institute in 192&nd left in the 1928/29 school yearthe time
of his deatlP e t msidérse was in Wallasey.

Someime after leaving schoBkter enlisted in tharay, was given theervice number 20706@%d was
deployed tahe 3° (Cheshire) Field SquadroRoyal Engineers where he waed as a driver
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In March 1941the 3° Field Squadron was under the command of thiarhoured Briga@ andpart of the
expeditionanforce,0 F o r ¢ sentWdsreece in anticipation of a German invasion after the Greeks had
defeated an Italian invasionDecember 1940Force W was deployed in the Florina Valley between the
Gr e e k BastenyMasedoni@ection in Thessalonica andEgirus Army Section holding the Italians

in Albania.

The German Amy attacked Greeam 6" April 1941and defeated ther e e k Ar my 6s East er n
Army Section in Thessalonibg the 9. With its position in the Florina Valley now expoBetce Wwas

forcedto withdraw to a new line behind the Vermion Mountains and Aliaknan It withdrew with the

9" Panzer Divisiolin pursuit andhe 1st Armoured Brigade acting as rearguard. OAQ3 the Panzers

got within range of the 1st Armoured Brigade near the town of Ptolemaida 30 km North of Kozani (see
Appendix1 Mapl) and a heavy engagement ensued.” Arentured Brigade managed to disengage and
withdraw as darkness fell, then croskedRiver Aliakmon. The next day,"14pril, elements of the"9

Panzer Division reached the river andnaged to estadiia bridgehead acrogsbut were heldhiere for

three days by intengdlied fire. Peter James Healey died orf' Mpril. The cause of death is recorded as
oBattle Casualtyo. Whet her he died ofAprivorumasds pos
killed in action on 14April is not knownPeter is commemorated on Panel 4 of the Athens Memorial

After thesurrender of theGreek Armyon the 20 April, Force W fell back to the defensible paat
Thermopylae and from thete ports from with it could be evacuated (see John Henry Gredr)halg

The artist H Johns madak and wash drawings that give insigitésthe TAr mour ed Bri gadeds
see:

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/1483@

http://www.iwm.orquk/collections/item/object/14340

William Edgar Heslop, BA (Oxon), 19211944

Royal Horse Artillery, O0A0 Battery 11

William Edgar Heslop was born orf Blov 1920. The birth was registered in West Derby registration
district. He was the sonWfilliam Edgar Heslop and Margaret May Heslopdl.ambert]. Heenteed the
Liverpool Institutein 1932 He took a full part in school life and had a distinmpdsstool career. He
became a tuse préect in in1936, rose to becomeuse captain and in 1939 he wag®aptain of the
school. He was secregtasf the library committee and @ t ai n o f “RutheXVdocthreegidad,s 1
winning Full ©loursfor the yars 1937/38/39. Hisugby skills were reviewed in a team critique of May
1939:

O0A fast, powerful forward who has | ed the pack we
rest of the forwards

He joined school 6 & 1935 dnd rese to thélrank of compagy q@adern@aser sergeant
by 1938, winnig the Captain Murray Hutchison@ and hi s o0Certi ficate A6 on

His academic achievements were no less impressiyained distinctions in his Higher School Certdicat
for Gr eek, Latin and Ancient Hi story, WO n a Sen
Exhibition for Classics to Jesus College Oxford in 1939, and subsequently obtained a BA Degree at Oxford.

In his final year at schookthbecame a member ofethiterary and Debating Societjiving his maiden
speech on 2IMarch 1939 when he seconded the motionth&xv / ce et Decorowma®de st pr
debate on patriotisnThe debatéhas some poignangjiven what was to come.
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He enlisted as a gunnerthe Honourable Artillery Company sometime after gaining his Dé&deegbers
of this regiment were drawn for the most frarh young professial men working in and arounch@
City and Greater London

In Jun 1943 the regiment togart in theAllied invasion of Sicily as part of theA&my Group Royal
Artillery (AGRA) attached to British XXX Corpdn May 1944 theegiment was sent to Italpder the
direct control of the 8 Army as it fought its way through the defensive lines that the Gerrabsilh
across Italy from coast to cogste Appendix 1, Maps 2 and 3)

In August 1944 the regimewas put under the commandtbg British T Armoured Division, which was

in the British V Corps preparing to assdtdtriano Ridge, the laset themaja obstacleat the eastern end

of t he 0 Gwhicthwas itsdthe last df the strong defensive lines built across Italy from coast to
coasi(See Appendix 1, Map 3).

The attack began orl' &eptemberand fora week German parachute and panzer spajded by bad
weather, resisted asaulten their positions. On the night 82" September the attack reopened with the

1* British and 5 Canadian Armoured Divisions being launched against the ridge. The attack was successful
in taking the ridgeyut a week of the heaviest fighting experienced since Monte Cassino in May followed.
On20"September t he day o ftheWArmdurecd Divisisrtoak deavty tosses when trying to
assist the Ba@nfantry Division, which wdseing hithard on tle reverse slope of Coriano Ridmgel was
beingforced to retreat.

William is buried at Coriano Ridge Cemetery, lialgraveVill, D, 3.

Lawrence Daniel Higgin, 19831945.
Royal Artillery 5th Field Regiment

Lawrence Daniel Higgin was bamLiverpoolon 5" March 1913 in the West Derby registration district.
He was the son df awr ence Edward Higgin, a joinerfme | abou
Bradock). Lawrence Daniel entered the Liverpool Institute in 48&4eft in the school year 1928/2

He married Muriel Henshaw in Liverpool in 1940.

Before he joined the army Lawrence was a clerk, but by the time war broke b8epiember 1939 he

was already a soldier in the Royal Atrtillery, had attained the raekeafntand was serving withet 3'

Field Regiment Royal Artilledn 1941 he regimentmoved from India to Malaya under commandhaf

22* Indian Brigade in the"dndian Divisionand set up HQ at Kuantanin Pahang Mal ayads east

When the Japanesarmylanded at Kota Bhar about 350 km north of Kuantaon 8 December 1941

they were met by elements of tidrtlian Division including a battery of thé Bield Regiment Royal

Artillery, who inflicted heavy casualties during the landing but ultimately failed to pré&lentlapanese

rapidly advanced down the Malay Peninsular forcing'timeli@n Division into a fighting retreat down the

east coast to Kuantan. The division was able to extract itself from Kuantan at the end of December and start
to move west through rteal Malaya with the intention of defending Kuala Lumpur. However," on 7
January, Kuala Lumpur was abandoned and all British forces were withdnaew tdefensive line about

160 km north of Singapore. The Japanese broke through the new line" dand&ry and British and
Commonwealth forces wei@ced to retreat to Singapore.

During the retreat the 22Indian Brigade was cut off from the rest of tHelrgdian Division at a
demolished railway bridge in Joboear the village of Layabhgyang®0 kmnorth of Singapore, and whilst
trying to find another way to Singapore the brigade was destroyed as a cohdsiveamie managed to
reachthe Johore Strait and crabe causewayp Singaporéeforeit was blown up on*February, bubhe
was takeprisoner when Singapore surrendered dhFEbruary 1942.
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After his capture Lawrence was movedthte prison camp at Batu Lintang Kutching, Sarawak
Conditions and the treatment of prisoners at the camp frigihtful medical treatment was worse than
basic lliness waa crime andpunishment by the guards wasdentand often gratuitous. Lawrence died of
dysentery and nephritis on"2uly 1945, two months befotetAustralian ‘ODivision liberated the camp.
After the Liberationover sixty perce of the camp guardsd war crimes ascribed to them

Graves at Batu Lintang (and SandakaBiiish North Borneo) were later moved to Labuan, a small Island
off the coast of Borneo, where théxad alsobeena PoW camplLawrence was {iaterred in grae N. C.
15in the Labuan War Cemetery

Thomas Herbert Archibld Hill, DFM, 19218 1944.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 51 and 156 Squadrons.

, Thomaswas born in the West Derby registration district'odufy 1921His parents,
John S A Hill and MarHill (néeEdwards)weremarried in Chorlton Lareshire.
Thomasentered the Liverpool Institute in 198Ad left in the 1937/38 school year

After enlisting in the Royal AForce Volunteer Reserv@homaswas given the

service number 1052158, which was issued at RAF Padgate, Warrington between
September 1939 and April 1941, amgined as aair gunner. By May 1943 he was

serving with 51 Squadron, had attained the rankgbt 8iergeant, and had won the
Distinguished Flying Medal (the noro mmi ssi oned ranks?o equ

8

Distinguished Flying Cross). His DFM award was gazettédoly,6y which time he

'Tﬁﬂiﬁ;&gg had gained a commission and been promoted to pilot officer "(dviay 1943,
courtesy of THE ~ gazetted 16July) and given the new service numdé617
BRITISH

NEWSPAPER The citation for his DFM states thatitwasdot a kK / ng part [ n att ack
LIBRARYBOARD  + he enemyds most heavily defended target.
set arexample of coolness and courage

On 8" November 1948ie wagpromoted to flying ficer.

After his promotion he transferred to 156 Squadron, flying his first mission with tHefnJan 1944 as

air gunnern an attack on the arshalling yards at Toulde subsequently flew anoth@neteenmissions
against chemical factories, V1 sredin supportof troops fighting in Normandy. On his*2dissionwith

156 Squadromn the night of 12/13August 1944he was air gunner on Lancaster bomber ND 444hwhi

was tasked with a raid on Russelsheim wher®©peé car plant was manufacturing aeroplane .parts
Nothing was heard of the aircraft after it took off from RAF Upwood at 22:04hrs and it failed to return to
base.

Nothing is known of the reason for, or thectocation of, the loss of ND 444, but the aresnbersvere
initially buried in Diiden (Eifel) near the Germamxemburg border about 20n from Russelheim.
They werdater reinterred inReichswald Forest War Cemetery, Kleve, Nord RW&stphalia Germany
Thomas wase-interredin grave 1.D.7.

Ronald William Holmes 192d@ 1943.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 166 Squadron.

Ronald W Holmes wakorn in Liverpool on 10September 1921. The birth was registered in West Derby
registration districtHis parents were William Holmes and @atine A Holmes fée McFarlane) of
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Wallasey who were married on the WirRabnald started attendirfaetLiverpool Institute in 1935 arheft
sometime after taking his schoeftificate examinations in 1938.

His RAFVR service number, 1530766, was issued at RAF Padgate, Warrington, sometime between April
and November 1941By 1943 Rnald had attained the rank argeah and was an air bombar 166
Squadron

In August 1943, 166 Squadrarase n g a g e d i n opeérdiansd dhe ardppingaf mines- in the
coasal waters of Germany and enemayd countries. The mines were laidnime fields inchannelghat
had been swept clear by enemyGerman countemeasures involvedight fightersshae based anti
aircrdt guns, flak shipgpositioned to protect the swept channelth Anti Aircraft weapons, and,
errbrecher combinatimn minesweepers and flak ships thate more heavily armdigian the flak ships.

Standingorders or 0 Gar d evere thagnd minemezewisbe dropped outsidiee swept channels.

To achieve this, mines had to be dropped from low level (15afty routes that were predictable to the
Germans. A a consequenckssesverehigh and many aircrews were lost over open sea and have no
known grave.

On 27" August1943 Ronald William Holmes was part of the crew of Wellington HE96Q,Afloted by
Warrant Officer J A C Newmawhen itleft Kirmington &1937hrsto lay mines in French coastal waters
HE901 ASQ crashed, presumably shot downthe target area. The body of one crewinensgt K B
Phillips RAAF, was eventually recovered and is buried in Cherbourg Old Communal C.eRwmtatd
and theother membersf the crewwere never found. Thegre commemmted on Panel 153 of the
Runnymedeéviemorial.

AnotherLiobian, Charles Neville Hammond DFE@lso served ih66 Squadrorand died twanonthsafter
Ronald William Holmes.

John Bethell Hughes, 19201941.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 109 Squadron.

John Bethell Hughes was born in Livawpon 4' September 1920. His parenlshn G Hughes and Edith
Hughes (éeBethell) registered his birth in West Derby registration disfiddtn attended the Liverpool
Institute from 1931 to 193#lis RAFVR service number, 1266724, is part of a blbakimbers allocated

across three recruit reception centres: Uxbridge, Gloucester and Penarth, between May 1940 and
November 1941.

By 1941Johnhadattained the rank afergeant and wag#ot in 109 Squadrorwhich operated a variety

of aircraft ints main taskof identiffing German radio beams adévelojing methods to jam themtsl

secondary rolat that timevas to develop wireless and radar navigation aids for Bomber Comvoend

which | ead wultimately to the uysset eamn dc ad d ldo yonGebnote ¢
Pathfinders to mark targets for bombers following behind

In November1941 John was pilot of a Wellington that was part of a hastily formed detachment of six
Wellingtons from 109 Squadron that were fitted wathio jamming egipment and deployedver the
Western Deservith thetaskof attempting tgam German and Italianrtk radio communications during
Operation Crusader (the operation to relieve TobruK, N8v & 30" Dec 1941). Their operations
commenced on 20November Casualties were higind by 25November the detachment was reduced to
one serviceable and t@amagedVellingtons sooperations ceased and the unit was disbaddéd. died

on 22° November.

Chri s Shghters ©Overithe Désért r ecor ds the brief history of t
Libya:o T h e s ddetachmeatlhad been ready by the end of Octol¥¥41, and flew their first
mission on 2th November. On 21st, operating in the Fort Capfaadtalian ért justwest otthe Egypt
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Libya border]area, they were attacked by three fighters, one Wellington being lost and one damaged
beyond repair. This latter probably crash landed. That night two more were badly damaged on the ground
at a forward landing ground during a bamgbiaid. "

And for 22° November1941:

“In a fight in the Bir el Go#tsazala area, /l/JG Xx German fighter squadronkaimed a Wellington109
Squadron lost one aircraft over the El Adem area*, and a second was damaged, nine enemy fighters being
repored to have attacked. The damaged aircraft evaded the fighters and continued its patrol.”

*The Wellington lost over El Adem walmost certainly that in which John Bethell Hughes was flying.

A Log Book and detailed diary belonging to a 109 Squagtaiifrom this detachment mentions a Pilot
Officer Hughes shot down on"2Rovember1941:

"Our squadron got into action day before yesterday. When we arrived at the advanced base yesterday
morningli.e. 2T Nov] the boys who had been up the previous afterrsaga it was easy, nothing to it.
During the day P/ O Hughes (Niagara Falls 8&W**) wa
stage around the same area for two hours asking for trouble, just a suicide squadron...”

**This reference toP/O Hughes(Niagara Falls N)Yis probablya reference tdPilot Officer Qval
BenjaminHughes from the same detachmevtio was shot down @@ November

On 26" November the diary records:

" Nicholson and his crew were lost on the ZHthnny Hughesecongilot trained at Moose JavnKeogh
Canuck rear gunner was from Toronto. Observer was P/O Jeffries an Aussie about to become an F/O.
Forrest the wireless operator had been flying since the beginningofithe wHe was a dar ned ¢

It appears that th diarist may have confused the losses of two different Hugheses, hleeause
Commonwealth War GraveSommissionrecordsthat dhn Orbell Hughes and his cre®A Forrest

(WO/air gunner), W A Keogh (agunner), R E Nicholson (pijptand John Orbell Hugh4g* pilot) died

on 22' November and are buried at Knightsbridge War Cemetery, Acrbneg. also indicate thabe

sixth fatality as D Sidebottom (WO/air gunner) anthkesnomention® J D ( 0Butchdé) Jef
aspart of the crewleffriedivedlong enough to gain his rankflying officer but was missing in action over

Tmimi, Libya three weeks later, on"1Recember,while flying with 112 SquadroHe may have been
scheduled to fly wft Nohkembeéi buthmay have be@rsreplacea by SidebottddnZor

some reason.

Later the diary recordd/arch 8, 1942:€" Nicholsor& plane has been found with six badllese of these
must have been John Orbell Hughes.

John is buried in grave 1.D.17 in the Knighigfe War Cemetery in, Acroma, 25 km west of Tobruk in
Libya

* In 1940 the airfield d¥loose Jaw, Saskatchewan was expanded and established as RCAF Station Moose
Jaw at which the RCAF could train pilots under the British Commonwealth Air Trainingl fdan.
airfieldds great asset was a high number of <c¢loud
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Kenneth Hughes 19181993
Royal Air Force

www.liobians.ora Image © Trinity Mirror Image

Kenneth Hughes was born on"IBecember 191%e entered the Liverpool Institute in form 3P in 1931

and eventually went into the science strédakeen sportsman,eh was a member*Xlof t he
cricket team in 1936 and was awarded schoolGdéddiurs for cricket the same yelde also boxedThe

school magazine reports his bout in a competition that took placeé Maréh 1937 in front of 500
spectators in the school hall:

O0The bout between Price, G.S and Hughes, K. , was a thrillting afi
very correctly ended in a draw

He obtained his School Certificate in the 1935/36 school year.

By 1940 he had joined the RAF as an Aircraftman 2, rose tortkefaergeant and served as a flight
engineer. On 3 January 1944 the Liverpool Eveninxptess reported Ser geant Kennet h Hu
(24) of 11 March Road Tuebrook, Liverpoole p or t ed mi ssing, [ s an ol d boy

On 31" January 1945 the same newspaper recorded:

OF!I i ght Engi neer Keoaf bleMameh Rdad Anfield Liveradd, oreviokshk Fecorded
missing, now reported prisoner of war in Germany. He is an old boy of Liverpool Insditute

Sergeant Kenneth Hughesefvice number 1457564) was present on the roll for Stalag 3 (A) at
Luckenwalde, lzout 50 km south of Berlin, when it was liberated in May 1945. The Russians reached the
camp on 22 April 1945, and the German camp guards deserted, but Germanuaitsyn the area

continued to fight the Russians. Despite this, many prisoners lafingmhéocwalk 25 miles to the American

Lines. On May 4the Americans reached the camp, but the Russians refused to allow them to evacuate the
prisoners and posted guards on the campeAligshey we:
were unjustiattempting to retain Russian soldiers captured in Normandy fighting for the Germ@rish e s e
prisoners were later returnedth® Russiaswhoexecutedhem). The Americans managed to free some of

the prisoners, but it took a month before the Russianseallthe rest of the prisoners to be liberated.

Kenneth was on the list of those still in the camp’ e§.

The General Records Office records the deathKérmethHughes (DoB 15December 1919n Sefton
in 1993.
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Ronald Georgélughes, 1928 1941

Sdioolboy, Civilian.

Ronal d George Hughesds birth wndwerpootrggissation digtridt i n t |
He was aged 12 and in his second year at the Liverpool Institute whendre@idgghuary 1941.

In September 193plans to evauate school children from Liverpool were implemented. Some pupils of
the Liverpool Institute were evacuated to Bangor, North \Wakere the school set up a satellite school
that shared classrooms with a host school, the Institute boys using themoimifg and the host school
using them in the afternoon.

The first air raid orMerseyside was oti August 1940 when Birkenhead was hit by German bombers, but
despite this some evacuated children returned home

On 28" August a larger forcd60 bombers) attacketie Liverpool docks. Large air raidsontinued

regularly overthe nefdurmont hs reaching a pe aé&threelay bombdafiheat Chr i s
at the end of December. January 18tted quietly with a few incidents thasehno loss of life, but a

larger raid on'9Januangdamaged the docks and hit Eversod south Liverpool. It is not known whether

Ronald had been evacuated or not, but he was at home at 13 Chillingham Stth®uhayeOf the raid.

The house received drect hitand Ronalddied with his parents, AlberteGrgeHughes, aged 45, and

Elsie MaryHughes fiéeMackie, aged 43. His sistersudrey (17) and Irene (2@)ere also Killed.

After thisthere was a fiweeek lull before raids restarted.

The familywere buried together in grave O/117 in the-cmmsecrated (i.e. Non C of E) section of Toxteth
Park Cemetery on 1danuary 1941

Robert Edward George Hutchison, 1918943

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
618 (Dambuster) Squadron

-

2
|
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please contact the authot
RobertEdward George Hutchison was born in Toxteth Park, Liverpool, 0A@@ 1918.His Parents
were Robert George Hutchison and Ada Louisa Hutchison (Née Hughes). He entered the Liverpool
Institute in 1930 and left in 1935.

After |l eaving school he joined the principle accc
He erlistedin the RAFVR(service number 977611) at RAF Padgate recruit reception and initial training
centre, Warrington on"&January 194@ndtrained as a wireless operator/air gunner.8th December
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1941 he joined 106 SquadrahConingsby in Licolnshire and 80" April 1942he was promoted tgilot

officer (service number 120854) | August he became the wiréell@ss opel
Squadrorand stayeth the crew for 16 operatiorigs. February 1943 he congibda Tour of30 missions

and was awarded the DFC. The citation reads:

oPi l ot Officer Robert Edward George HUTCHI SON ( 1:
106 SquadronThis officer has flown on numerous operational sorties, including attatttes majority of

the enemy's most heavily defended targets, he also participated in daylight raids on Danzig, Le Creusot and
Milan. One night in January 1943, he was detailed to attack Berlin. On the outward journey the electrical
circuits in the midupper turret of his aircraft failed. With skill and determination Pilot Officer Hutchison
repaired the defect although owing to the intense cold he was nearly unconscious by the time the repair was
finished At all times this officer has set an stahding xample of courageous devotion to duty which has

been an [inspiration to his squadron. o

When Guy Gibson was asked to set ugew squadron (617 Squadrdm) asked Robert to come with him.

Gibson was a hard taskmaster, but Robert and he appear to havagdthenaccepted the offer. his

booko Ene my Coba,s tGiAhsecaand d e omieb o R lweret gasand [ 7 tt /] e
the guts of a horse

On 20th April 1943 Robert was promdtéo flight lieutenant and on "LKlay 1943 he was part of Guy

Gi bsonds cr ewG i(nb Aeaonrcgaesdt)eri nAJt he Dambust®May att ack
1943 he was awardeadBar tohi s DF C ( davard)foe hdsiparttirettie masidBach of the crew

received two citations, a personal one and a joinThegoint one read:

"Joint Citation for the Dam Busters raid on the Moehne, Eder and Scorp Dams in Germany on the night of

16 May 1943, with the award of DFC to the then PO Spafford, the award of DSO to Fit Lt D J Shannon,
(RAAF) and to PO L G Knight (RAAFa bar to DFCs to Fit Lt R C Hay and Fit Lt J F Leggo (RAAF),

the DFC to PO C L Howard, RAAF, and the DFM to Fit Sgt T D Simpson, RAAF. On the night of 16th

May 1943, a force of Lancaster bombers was detailed to attack the Moehne, Eder and Scarp dams i
Germany. The operation was one of great difficulty and hazard, demanding a high degree of skill and
courage and close cooperation between the crews of the aircraft engaged. Nevertheless, a telling blow was
struck at the enemy by the successful breaohittee Moehne and Eder dams. This outstanding success
reflects the greatest credit on the efforts of the above personnel who participated in the operation in the
various capaci ties as members of aircraft crews. o

After Gibson left 617 Squadron Robert stayed on and became wireless operator for the new CO, George
Holden. On 15" September 1943 George Holden, Robert and all their crewonerefthe crews of 617
Squadronthat were taskedith a lowlevel raid on the DortmunBims Kanal. The canal, 160 miles long,

was vital to the Germans in moving arms from their munitions factories to Ems from where they were
transferred to the Eastern Front. In places the canal ran along embankmentscaiulddse broken, the

canal could be rendered useless.

The attack was delivered embankments near Ladbergen from a height of 150 feet. The canal was heavily
protected by anti aircraft guns and the weather was misty in suchsdgowamper the aircrafvithout
hampering the ant.i aircraft defences. Hol dends ai
were buried locally, but were latefinerredin the Reichswald Forest War Cemeteryollective grave
16.B.1316. Four of this crewhad accompanie®Guy Gibson VC on tB DambusterRaid 6 probably

making this is the most highly decorated crew lost in a single aircraft.

The canal was not seriously damaged till SeptemberTigtdamage it receivélden wasot repaired till
after the \ar ended.
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John Reginald Jackson 1917941.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

John Reginald Jackson was borfiarteth Park Liverpool on20" March 1917 His parentswvereAlfred

Jackson, aelectrician, chandler and inmonger in Granby Street, Livegdpand Maude Mary Jackson
(néeMeadway) who was an assistaother husband in his business. Thegre married at All Saints,
Liverpool in 1910 and were | iving i n.Jdbrhstattedwal I \
attending the Liverpool Itigite in 1926hortly after his ninth birthday and left the school in.1933

On joining the RAFVRJohn was given theservice number950597 issued by RAF Cardington
(Bedfordshire) recruiteception training and assessment centre bet@egtember 193and April 1940
Cardingtorwasthe home of Nol1 General Service hiag School (for ground trades). John trained as an
electrical engineer and by 1942 he had attained the rank of sergeant.

John died at Haymeadsodpita) Bi s h o p @new te tEsseandf Herts dHospital) on 20ctober

1941 from multiple injuries resultifigr om a f |l yi ng @®eaiad e rotnsdd u rNion gl ew ar
or the circumstances or precise date of the acaibetgiven on his death certifichte1941 there were
arfields at RAF Sawbridgeworth and RAF North Weal
Stortford.

Johnis buried at Allerton Cemetery, LiverpaoSection 6(C of E) grave 192.

Arthur Sidney Jone§PA, 1908- 1944

No. 1 (Observers) Advandt&lying Unit,
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Arthur was brn at 11 Blythswood Street, Aigburth, Liverpool, in 1908xastdaptised on 17Jun 1908&at
St. Michael in the Hamlet, AigburtHis father was John Elias Jones, a sanitary inspectaraalarn in
Wrexham andworked for Liverpool CorporatiorHis mother was Elizabeth Alice JofregePilkington),
born in Bootle In 1911 Arthur Sidney Jones (aged 3) and his parentsstifidieing atll Blythswood
Street A r t & namdappears on the Liverpool Institute War Memorialhlsuyears of attendance pre
date the school roll in the earliest Green Book

After leaving school Arthur became a local government officer and obtaibgoloma of Public
Administration.

Arthur joined the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve at RAF Padgate and was given the service number
1685881 whichwas part of a block issued to recruits at RA#fjgate, WarringtopetweerNov 1941and
Jun 1942He attained the rank of sergeant before his death.

Arthur died of tubercular meningitis on“20ine 1944 at the RAF General Hospital at Locknaw, Lewalt
while attending No.1 (Observer) Advanced Flying Unit at Wigtown. He is burddidrion Cemetery
Section 9 (General) grave 920.
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Frank Kelly, 1929 1945.

Royal Armoured CorpNottinghamshire Yeomanry
267 Forward Delivery Squadron.

FrankKelly wasorn on 16 Sept 1925He was the only child dflichael Kelly and Florence Annie Kelly
of Liverpool. Frankentered the Liverpool Institute in 198iid leftsometime after the last prar school
roll in the 1938 Green Book

Frank was ardoper, service number 14669074, in the Nottinghamshire YeomBRayal Armoured
Corps serving with 267 Forward Deliveryu&dron, Royal Armoured Corps.

The Nottinghamshirevreomanry (Sherwood Rangers) was an armoured regiment serving with the 8
Armoured Brigade, but 267 Forwardelvery Squadron was in the"3Armoured Brigade an
Independent Bigade PossiblyFrankwasattached to 267 ForwakliverySquadronbut was still counted

on the strength of the Nottinghamshire Yeomanry.

The task of forward delivergusadrons was the complex onehefping tokeepthe front line armoured
units equipped with armour h@y returned tanks repaired aigiace workshops tthe battlefield, andlso
deliverednew and reworked tanlend replacement crews from the Army or Corps Delivery Squadrons

and the Armoured Reinforcement Unit of the Armoured Replacement Grohe forward squadrons
were also equipped to maintain and sethie vehiclethemselveand to train the crews

Each brigade in an armaudt division was supported by a forward delivprgidron that was close enough

to the front for the vehicles to be delivered (or collected) under their own power. Thus an armoured
fighting vehicle ought to reach its user unit fully operational, fuibpedufully crewed anilly loaded

with fuel and ammunition

The 34" Armoured Brigde arrived in Normandy on Day+10. Among its subsequent actions was the

Battle of the Reigdwadl Forestm Februaryl945, in which it provided armoured support to infantry units.

The brigadeds forward del i ver ythesagpalind grounmd comditonsd h a v
caused more damagettoh e b rtanky thanalid the enemyhe g u a d radive @evice ended with

the successflRhine crossings April 1945

Trooper Kell yi svadv amktddulysdéd5, somsix weekafter hostilitiesn Europe

ceased. At that time the"3Armoured Brigade veaemployed irclearing up the battlefield under the

expert supervision of No. Enemy Ammunition Depot Control Unit (Mobile Sectiomho shoved the
brigadedhow to dispose of vast quantities of every type of ammunition with reasonable safety, and to ensure
that we didntdenor e damage to tthe count r jitsgutelkelythatthe had b
omi sadventured6 was connected with the battlefield

Frank is buried in Reichswald Forest War Cemetery grave 61.B.10.

Robet William Ronald Kerruish, 19241941
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 115 Squadron

Robert was born in Toxteth Park on"Z@ecember 1921, the only sonWflliam Thomas Kerruish and
Gertrude Kerruish rféelLee) of Tarleton. He ateredthe Liverpool Instituten 1933after winninghe
Margaret Bryce Scholarshgnd left in 1938 having passed his School Certificate in the school year
1936/37. After leaving school he joined the office staff aiveigool Education Committee

He joined theRAFVR at RAFPadgate, Warringtosarly inthe periodSeptember 193& April 1941 and
was given the service number 966@33April 1941 he had attained the ranksaefrgeanand wasan air
gunnerserving in 115 Sqdeon, which liew Wellington bomérs from RAF Marham in Norfolk
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On 22° April 1941 Robertwas rear gunner in the crewWellington T2560 KGE which took off from
Marham at 2@4hrs as part of a force tasked wwithombing attack on the battieisersScharnhorsand
Gneisauwhich had put in at Brest after a successful raid itthatic, and wer@ow the subject of
continuougand so faunsuccessful) raids by the RAF.

On the return journey, T2560 was instructed to land at RAF Abingdon due to bad weather at Marham (the
other Marham aircraft had to divert to other airfields d8. v@n searching for Abingdon, the aircraft
descended to a height which skiduhve been safe, however, therac rtinfeter dvas 200 feet out (early
atimeters were notoriously unreliable) and thdlWgton hit the top of Liddington Hill, twamiles exstof
Chisledon,and four miles agh-southeastof Swindonkilling the Cepilot, Sergeant Francis Elliot Shaw,

who was on his firsperational flight with the creRobert Kerruistwas injuredbut survivedNo details

of his injuries have been fourwit by July he was back in action.

Robert died a the night of 87" Julyl941when hewas the rear gunner in Wellington X96#@wn by
SergeanBruce Beney', which was part of a force of Wellington and Whitley Bombers tasked with a raid
on Dortmund and Munstetr Martin W Bowman describesn page 10Ddf h i s brbeolKellington
Bombeb (Pen and Sword Books Ltd ISBN 97817838317y MesserschmitBf 110 night fighters
attackedheforceon its way to the target and hie/lington X9672 was hard presstding the combat

and Sergeant Barnsick] could not shake off his attacker and he had to jettison his bombs and return to
base. During this combat rear gunner, Sergeant Robert William Ronald Kevasistiled

On reaching Englan9672 crashed between Noftalsham and Stalham in Norfolk, but no further
casualties occurredh& crasheeportreads r an out of Ffuel 6

Robert is buried in St Mary®s CHhheDicebtor afEducation, Tar | e
the Deputy D r ect or and Robertds coll eagues on the staf:!
the funeral.

ced that Robert had

Robertds crewmates wer e i n
he Rector of St. Mar y

co
They wrote a letter to that effect to his parentswh i ¢ h
parish newsletter:

Auly 291941
My Dear lads,

nv
t

No letter of mine could speak more eloquently or be anything like such a source of inspiration, as the
following tribute paid by his comrades togh#antry of young Ronald Kerruish. | therefore give it in full:

Sergeants mess R.A. F 9/7/416

Dear Mr. and Mrs Kerruish. As members of your SoOI
played in his last moments. He successfully silenced td@bhthe enemy aircraft and so forced him to

give up the fight. Though we were followed for some little time at close range we were not again fired at so
finally escaped. We feel certain that it was due to his gallant and cool action that we escaped furthe
casualty, and that in giving his life he saved ours. In deep and sincerest sympathy from the members of his
crew who were his friends, BRUCE BARNEX], NEIL COOKE, E.E. LEWIS, J. MCKAY, .J.H.

WHITE . ©

EELewishad been o0ne matkinfsprévieus crésHaving vealkked away from terashes
he got the nickname OLuckyo.

*The squadronds Opesthespellmgd 8Ble r. R exyl dsredw hBeoroek iuts ei s s pel
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Edgar John Jex Killham, 1932942,

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserd®8 (RCAF) Squadron.

Edgar dhn Jex Killham was born on the Wirral on 280ctober 1922. The birth was registered in
Birkenhead. He was the son®éorge Edward and Amy LiliandeJex) Killhamborn in Rock Fey. The
couple married in 1917 anthe marrige was registered in Birkenhe&tlgar started attending the
Liverpool Institute in thel936/37 school yeam his first year at school k&s in Form 5x andon the
form prize jointly with classmate Jonathan Victor William Tuson who was also to didoirthitoming
war.Edgarpassed his School Certificate in July 1888e 1939Registehis parents wergahown asiving

at 55 Ashton Street in Liverpoblut Edgar was not present

On enlisting in the RAVIEdgar was given the Service nundi®®0270whichwas part of a blodksuedo
recruis at RAF Padgaté/arringtonbetweerSeptember 1938nd April 1941.

By 1942 he had attained the raok sergeant and was serving as wirefgsitor/ air gunner in 408
(RCAF) SquadronThe quadron was formeih Junel941 and was the second of mawydRCanadian

Air Forcesquadrons to serve abroad Dur i ng Ed g aquadsm itwadrflgindlandieyhPage h e s
Hamdenbombers.

On 8" May 1942 Edgar wabke wireless operatfair gunner, and onlpon-Canadian cremember of
Handley Page Hamden bomber AE297 E®f 408 (RCAF) §uadron whichwas shot down in a raid on
the Heinkel aircraft factory Warnemunde All the crew were killedndare turied in the Berlin 19385
War Cemeteryn collective grave 8.A B2

Edward Lazarus Ley$9160 1943.

5th Regiment of Royal Horse Atrtillery

Edward Lazarus Levy entered the Liverpool Institut®925 andeft in the 32/33
school yearHe was bornin Liverpool on18" March 1916 The birth was registered in

Li v e r WestdDerbysegistration districHe waghe son of Simon Levy and Esther
(néeMyers), whose families were lasgablished members of the Liverpool Jewish
community (although they had moved to Hoylake by the time of Edward's death). His
father had run whias thought to have been the firshajht pharmacy in Liverpool.

Edward married Rebecca (née Abrahams) at Princes Road Synagadthewember
1941 and they lived in Southport, where her family had settled. His business is believed
to hae been in buttons and trimmindde was secretary of théverpool Orthodox
Hebrew Congregatiogyiedefschool) for several years, although hisifivdl career prevar is not known.

Gunner Edward Lazarus (service num@&r724)enlisted inthe newly formeds" Regiment Royal Horse
Artillery in 19391n 1940 it was part of the British Expeditionary Famderance. After being evacuated
from Dunkirk it briefly joined the Home Forces before being transferred td' ther@®ured Division. In
May 1942 the division was dispatched to Egypt. Once themgthentvas put under command of the 8
Armoured Brigaden the 10 Armoured Division. In November the brigade was transferred to"the 7
Ar moured Division (0The Desert Ratso).

The regiment took part in both Battles of El Alamein in 1942 (July and October/Novdmieer)y1943

the 7" Armoured Division andts 8 Armoured Brigade, and other elements of the BritfsArgy, having

def eat ed ARKkarKomeslaridsthe 10 Italian Army at the Second Battle of ElI Alamein in
November 1942, were pursuing them west along the North African Coast towards Tripoler its

retreat, the Axis army set up a defensive line between Buerat and Bungem, about 310 km east of Tripoli.
Onl58January, the day of ‘EAtmoareddiisionlddebg theh§Armounedt s o f
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Brigadelaunched an attack on the ARild BueraBungem line and there was stiff fighting until the enemy
withdrewto the first of a series pfeparedrearguard positions at Wadi Zedem where anttank guns
and tanks dug in on eeverseslope inflicted heavgasualties onhé 8 Armoured Brigade German
resistance declined as the day wore on and by daylight danL@ry the enemy were retirittgseems
likely thatEdwarddied duringthe initial assault on the line or at the aotwdh the Axis rearguarat Wadi
ZemZem. The 8" Army took Tripoli on 23 January 1943

Edward is buried in the Tripoli War Cemetémygrave 7. G. 4.

Samuel E Lewis 1920

Liverpool Scottish?

Samuel E Lewisvas born on 26March 1920 His birth was registered in Birkenhestk attended the
Liverpool Institute from 1929 to 1937. Hi s parent
(neeRegan), were married at St Paulds in Birkenhead
in Oliver Street, Birkenheadin the 1939 Register Mary Anmeasshown as widow living with a son,

George, at 59 Claughton Road Birkenhead. Samuel was not present.

At school Samuel won Full Colours for football in 183 received the following critique:

0S. E L EWie&r) qA fasts forabiel playewith a powerful bitdometimes lofted shot,é-has been
a willing worker and forager. With more practice heading and a realisation of the value of-fibélcross
pass which he has the strength and accuracy to use, he willbe agreatrda t o any defence. 0

Match reports conf i,himabiByatonsceré @goalandf hisrversatility, [though cay
occasion he did starve his outside left, possibly dtle fastincts of what that we would call today a
Striker.

Hewasalsoaent husi astic member of the school s Officel
on 5" Aug 1935, he won the Most Efficient NCO award in 1936, gain€etiiicate A and was promoted

to company sergeant major in 1937. That same year he recéiveeant i on i n di spatches
magazindollowinga very good result of an inspection of the Corps just prior to his leaving achdoli s

year has been one of the most successful of recent years. The recruits have come through at a noteworthy
stamlar d and have addeasutesyy Fhe mspécyion (urmer thé rew systean) \das very

good. It made everyone work, even the CSME. Lewis, who is to be congratulated on his solution to a

difficult problem in such a precarious position. Weehaow said goodbye to Lewis and wish him every
success in theture.o

In February1940 the school magazine reported that S E Lewis had joined the Liverpool Scottish Battalion
of t h dLivéfpool) Regiment, but it reported in 19¢1at his rank and unit were unknown. S E Lewis

is commemorated on the school waemorial, but no S E Lewis has been found in the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission records and no other evidence has been found of his death or his service.
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Nathan Max, 184 0 1944.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 178 Squadron.

Nathan Max does not appear on the schead memoriglthough he was a pupil of the
school and was killed in World War 2.

Nathan was bornm27" June 1924 in Liverpool, the youngest son ofr Atex and
Rachel (ée Sheinberg). Rachel died when Nathan was four years old. His father
remarried and was living at 173 Duke Street at the time of Nathan's death

Nathanentered the lverpoollnstitute m 1935 and wadill on the last pr&var school roll

in the 1938 Green BookOn Joining the RAFVR hewas given the service

numbed 399578 which wasissued at Eustosometime between Augst 1940 and

www.liobians.or December 194INathan serveds an air gunnevith 178 Squadrorwhichwas formed in

gCoutesy Saul  Egypt in January 1943 and operated in support of the Allied armies as they advanced
Marks through Libya.

In Januay 1944 Nathan flew fivei s si ons fr om t he m,dibya dorattaoktharbolra s e a
installations at the Germhpld Greek ports of Khalkis and Piraeus, and to mine their harbdars

carried out two more similar attacks in February before the squadron moved to Celtalgeoinl®

March 1944and started attking targets in Italy and the Balkans.

Nathan died on the night of 189" Mar ch 1944. The squadronds operat
which he died stated:

0As a direct result of the attacks on SOFIA it is believed that PLOVDIV is now regieciBglgarian
capital as the centre of government. The Main BELGRSOFIAISTANBUL railway also passes
through the towand the Marshalling Yards amery activé o

Then followed a number of objectives:

aé o cut the main raflway lingo destroy repaifacilitiesand rolling stock in the Marshalling Yards at
PLOVDIV and to remind théBulgars thathey cannot escape the consequences of thaxspolicy 6

Nat han B-MalibératorEV 812 F, piloted by Warrant Officer Ells, took off from Celeone and

headed for Plovdiat about 19:3trs on 18 Marchbut failed to return. The crew was listed as missing, and

when nothing was heard of them for nearly a year they were presumed dead. Chmnamoratedn

the Malta Memorialat Floriam , Val l ett a. Nat hanos n a mMmemorials on P
commemorates nearly 2300 airmen who flew missions from Southern Europe and Northndniaee

no known grave.

Shortly & e r Nat hands deat h, John Brian Baskerville ¢
later.

Malcolm McCallum, 190d 1942.
6th Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery

Malcolm was b in Bootle, Liverpool on T9December 1901the son of Alfed McCallum, an engine

fitter, and Jane McCallumédeParry). In 1911 he was living with his parents, sister Doris, and grandparents
at 101 Church Street, Ellesmere Port Mal c ol mdé s y-date the eartiest GeeenlBook $choplr e
rolls, but he probaly entered school in about 1912

Prior to the outreak of warMalcolm was a timber broker and ageiith DuncanEwing and Co.,
Liverpool, andravelled in Sweden and Finland in connection with his business. He later joined a London
firm with a view to parership. On the outbreak of war he joined the London Scottish and in February
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1940 he was a gunner in tHeBattalion, which had by then converted to an anti aircraft artillery regiment
and was defending Londdn. Novembe he graduated frorthe 123 or 124" Officer Cadet Training Unit

and was commissioned as"di@utenant(service number 15692@y 1942 he had risen to the rank of
lieutenaneaind was serving with tBeHeavy Anti Aircraft Regiment

After Malcolm joined the regimenitwas postetb Irag butwhileit wasin transitit wasdiverted to the Far
East Unfortunatelyits guns carried on to Iradfhe regiment arrived in Singapore in January .1Bd&re it

reequippedand leftNo. 3 Battery to defend Singapowéhile, atthe request of th®utch, No.12 and

No.15 Batteriesvent on to Sumatra in the Netherlarithst Indiegnow Indonesiajo defend the airfield
and Dutch &ell oil terminal at Palembang.

On 13 February the Japanese attacked Sumatra. They laumsbatorne invasion and vehthe Allied

air forces were engagetih the approaching Japandsetf a airborne landing took place at Palembang
(see als@Walter Hale Fa r 1)eBmd& h o f t ha&terieseeggagecktinetaid feet Bnd continaed
defend the airfield aftelapanse paratroops had landed. The battle of Palembang raged for two days but
on 16 February all serviceable Allied aircratre flown out, and other unitereevacuatedby trainto
Oosthaven (now Bandar Lampunigjom there the regimentossed the Sunda Strait to Javarnaade for

its capitalBatavia (now Jakartahich theyeached by 18 ebruary

Someguns and heavy equipmdrad ben abandoned in the retret Javebecause of frail bridges and
ferries en routeso when the univasdeployed to the defence of Kalidjati airfield in West dagzbattery
actedin an infantry role becausetbé shortage of AA guns. Ori Marchthe defenders at the airfielére
taken by surprise by a strong Japanese force thiankadwith tanks70 km from the airfieldhe previous
day anl had pressed rapidly inlanolvernight By 10:00rs on I March 1942 the Japanesad taken the
defences of Kalidjati and effectively destroyed the battery that was acting as infantryt Maitehman
McCallun avoided injury or capture, but was taken prisoner later when thefDattfsurrendered Java
to the Japanese.

Over the next few weeks tsoners of wawere concentrated in large camps, mainly in the Bareaa
From about October 1942egulardrafts of slave labowere senfrom these camps to Japan to work in
the coainines or to Thailand, via Singapore, to work on the infamous 'Burma’ RaWaiaplm was sent
to Japan.

Prisoners were transported to Japan in unmarked merchant ships éhit dasrger of being sunk by the
Allies (and as the war ground smmewere). Death by sinking was not the only risk; conditions on board
were horrific and many PoWs died of starvation, suffocation or disease. Theeshipe known as the
oOHel | Shipsé.

Mal col m succuorebee dand diyderdgedgyenthl? Navember 1942luring his voyage
from Java to Japan on the Hell S8iimgapore Maru

Malcolm is remembered on the Yokahama Cremation Memorial in Japan. The Memorial takes the form of

a beautifully designed shrine which houses an urn containing the ashes of 335 soldiers, sailors and airmen
of the Commonwealth, the United States of Amenchthe Kingdom of the Netherlands who died as
prisoners of war in Japan. Their nar(eeceptfor 51 who were not identified) are inscribedoanels on

the walls of the shrinklal| col més name i s on Panel 1.

His death was reported in the Liverpool Evenirgréss on'3December 1945.
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Walter Harry McDowel[Harry), 19166 1943.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 61 Squadron.

Walter Harry McDowell was borim Liverpool on14" October 191Gnd came to be
calledd H a rHisypidh was registered i L i v eWept @erlbyrégsstration district
He was the son diValter Janeon McDowell and Mary MelvilldcDowell (7ée
Sculy). He attendedhe Liverpool Institutdbetweenl928and 1935 He took a very
active part in school liiend demonstrated impressive enebggominga member of
~ the Literary and Debating Sociedg, well as Chairman and Hon. Sec. ofthéo o | & s
~ branch of the League of Nations Union, the objextof which were to explaihet
princples underlying the League ofatibns, study international problems and
promote the peaceful settlement of international disputealddbecame a member
of the € h o @fficgrsTraining Corpsin which he achieved the rank of corporal and
Flying Officer won tlke Camp Competition Silver Medal. He won Full Colourscimsscountry
McDowellPhoto:  rynning and was captain of the ciamsntry team. In 1934 he was houaptain for
Counesypatidla 5 Hu g h e s 6He WonutiseeF. S Milliken Foundation Prize for History in the
1933/34 school year anttained his Higher School Certificate in the same year.

Harry enlisted in the Army or Royal Marines ori' April 1937. He transferred to the RAF in 1941, was

given the service number 655448 and was sent to No. 47 Air Navigation School, Queenstown, Eastern
Cape, South Africa, for his initial training. He attained the rank of sergeant dntlina 7942 received a
commissionas a pilot officer with the service number 122720. He was promoted to flying officer on
December 7. In 1943 hemarried Noreen E Hooton iSouth Liverpool.

In 1943Harry completed hitieavy bomber conversiainingand was posted as
navigator to 61 Squadron. He flew his first missimmgadistanceaid on Milan, on
the night of 14/15" February 1943The squadron workeis aircrew very hardhut
Harryods ener gy verthenexeightmonths Harflewta &ughler;23
missions against targets in Gerimeld France and Germany, includangattack on
the German Army V2 Rocket Research Centrieesnemiindén AugustOn 22°
October 1943, during his 2%nission,a raid on Kassehis Lancastecrashed
between Uslar an®inkelhausen.One crewmember Pilot Cfficer R.H.Lucas,
survivedandwasinterned ina prisonerf war campbut Walter and the rest of th¢
crew died and are buried in Hannover W¢ameteryWalter is in grave 11. A. 11

Harry in the Army.

There is a sequel to,FHyimgsOfdtiary. PPPI&}@&;rggggatfiﬁ\'ﬂmlDo]zv@‘ﬂ‘ﬂ
wife had a daughtethey called her Patricia. Later Mrs McDowell remarried.
Patricia grew up not knowing her father, however when she was seven her mother revealed that her real dad
had been an RAF Officer, a navigator in a Lancaster bomber and he gave his life for qudwongt
World War 2. Patricia has spent a lifetime trying to get to know as much as possible about her father. She is
a member of The 50 and 61 Squadron Associati on,
reunions in Lincoln to honour his mamy. Patricia has travelled to Hanover War Graves to pay respects at
her fatherds grave al 06B0dpeugld dowr dvee Gacnmaeyvin Oatbber 18 c a s t ¢
Her favourite poem is:

POEM FOR A WAR BABY

He has not seeroy, he
Who gave you your artality,

And you so small, how could you guess
His courage and his loveliness?

Yet in my quiet mind | psa
He passed you othe darkling way
Hi s death, your birth, so much the sameé

And holding you, breathed once your name.

47



Gordon Andrew McKenzie, 19X¥1941.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 55 Operational Training Unit.

Gordon Andrew McKenzie was born in Prescot chNs@vember 1917, the son William McKenzie a
bookkeeperand Beatrice Martha McKenziedelott). He started attending the Liverpool Institute in1929
and took his School Certificate exams in 1934 after which he left school.

On 7" May 1935 Gordon won a clerical post in the Customs and Excise Department after open
competition, and on"6July 1939 heainedanAer o C| udCerfificatea(e¢qoivalént to a ot
Licene)for a Gypsy Tiger.

On joining the RAFVR he was given sevice numbe®05025 which was issued BRAF Uxbridge,
between Sstenmber 1939 and My 1940He trained on Harvards or Oafds at20 Flight Training Schaol
obtained his RAF wings on theRebruary 1941, and went on to 55 Operations Trainingd/isworth,
near Sunderlandor training on Hawker Hurricane fighters.

On 23° March 1941 the training unit reported an accid&akying accident to Master N7778 at Usworth,
905025 Sgt McKenzie, G.A. uninjure@fi 7" April he had another accidenthile flyinga Hawker
Hurricane serial number N2124. The Operations Record Book oO3%J) records that he crashed into

the sea off Bnemouth about 4 miles north of Hartlepaddis body was never recovered. He is recorded

on Panel 47 of the RunneymedeeNhor i al and the war m e Waoolton, a | at
Liverpool.

The fatal accident report raiség his unitstatedthat Gordon was undertaking anOx y gen ¢/ i mb
25, odnenfhewd/ ved /i nto the sea from a great height d
Failure of oxygen system 2. Incapacity to fly with oxygen aid (Mvettd no evidence that equipment

was at faull cause must be assumed to be inexp. +/or insuff. Instn in the use of axygen

Frederick Arthur Mellor©FC, 1922- 1943
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 111 Squadron.

Frederick Arthur M#ors was born in Liverpool on“3March 1922; the birth was
registered at West Derby. He was the sortiiur Baden Mellors and Hilda

| Mellors (néeFrancis) FrederickStarted attending the Liverpool Ingtt in 1934
He won Half Colours for cricket in 1936 and got his Full Colout®38.School

| magazine critiques of his cricketing skills detwi936 and 1938 by a reviewer
who appeged to have very high standacdsry an undercurrent of frustration:

OHasalso borne a large share of 8itack but has scarcely improved as much as
was hoped. He is young and should grow info a really good bowler but he must
realise thaa bowler works with his head, body and feet and not only his arms

And later:

http://www.liobians.org

07he madnstg of the bowlingWith his build and experience he should be a better batsman than his form
Indicate

He leftschool after passing his School Certificate in.1938

On enlisting in the RAFVR he was issued with the service nd2®&440 part of a lwck of numbers
issued to recruits at RAFardington betweenphil 1940 and April 1941By 1942 he had attained the rank
of Leading Aircrafhan and on20" May 1942was comnsisioned a® pilot officerand given service
number 125701 Seven months later 20" November 1942 he was promoted tflying officerin 111
Squadron, a fighter squadron
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In June 1943, the squadron mowexin North Africato Maltato providesupport for thanvasion of Sicily.
On 11" July 1943 Frederick, flying his Spitfire from Bafield (Malta), shot down a Reggiane Re.2001,
Falcon Italian fighter aircraft. In Septembbting fromFalcone Airfieldn Sicily,the squadrorsupported
Allied landingon mainland Italy (at Salerno) and Frederick shot down a Dornier 217 German bomber.

By the November 1943, the squadrbad moved toCapodichino, Napleand was supporting actions
against the Ger man 0 Wiepared German streng fedesive lineschuilt masttoo f  we |
coast across the leg of Italy to hinder the Allied advance to Rome (see Appendix 1 Map©2). On 1
November Frederick flew a sortie as part of the fighter escort for a bombing raid north of Monte Casino.

The sortie was uneventipart from moderate, but accurate,-amtraft fire over the target and all fighters
returned safely. Four hour s |l ater Frederick di e
Operations Record book records the following:

O0At ab o uthere 1a8 &hllifer agack by enemy aircraft on the town and harbour of Naples, in which
we suffered an unfortunate casualty, F/O Freddie (F.A.) Mellors being killed by a 20mm shell which came
through the window by which he and others were watching the firewoskgildt had a fine record with

the squadron and was very popular with all. He was buried dhiflee&mber in the burial Ground of the
92°Hospi tal over/looking Naples. o

The burial ground of the 92Hospital is now the Commonwealth War Cemetery Nagtesderick is
buried in grave II.T.13.

On7"'J a n u ar Flying @fficdr Frederick Arthur Mellors (125701) Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No. 111 Squadron, (now Deceased) wa s a wsingdishatFlyingiCess Dis not known if the

DFC awad was immediate or neammediate (fighter pilots could be awarded a non immediate DFC for
five O0killsd).

Clarence Peter Bolde Molyneux 1921945
Royal Horse Artillery, attached to the Royal Air Force.

Clarence was born on the Wirral on"2@nuary 1922he birth was registered at Birkenhead. Hetheas

son of Joseph ehryMolyneux born in Chesterand Sarah Molyne (néeRichardson) of Bury. Joseph

was a professional footballer who had become a compositor by the time of his marriage to Sarah in 1914.
At the time of Clarenceds de a erteretlithesLivggpaal lastititesin we r e
1933and left in the School year 1937/B% was member of the Literary and Debating Society, giving his
maiden speech on 3Nov e mber 1936 i nA Barristbreid ot justifieel mtDefenbirgda 0
Person he KnowstoBe Gudty i n whi ch he supported barrister.

Clarence enlisted in the Royal Horse Atrtillery in about 1€2tvi¢e numbéri41184) and was selected for
officer training. He completed his cadetship and was commissionétlliagt@nant(service number
274510)n April 1943

By Sept 1945 he had attained the rankeoftenantand nowattached to the Royal Air Foreeas training
with 43 Operational Training Utrat Larkhill, Wiltshireto be a pilocum-artillery observerfor service with
an Air Observation Post (AOP) squadron.

AOPs were the result of the armyds recognThei on of
spotters wer®oyal Artllery Officers attached to the RAF and trained to flthay. Once trained, the
pilot-cumartillery doservers had authority use their own judgement and to calfice from artilleryunits

onto any tagets they deemed usefulimportant without goindprough higher command.

The squadrons themselves were RAF units, but commanded by a GunnemhMeggelf @pilot) with an
RAF adjutant. The RAF provided the aircraft (Austers by 1945) and the amchéacilitieso maintain
them. The Army supplied velés, ground radios and soldiers to man tlemiwas in command in the
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field. AOP squadrons were trained through the School of Army Cooperation, Old Sarum, attésoout
at Larkhill near the Royal Atrtillery training campniiles north of Salisbury.

Clarence diedtaChesterly camparkhill on 10 Sept 1945 whenehwas flying solo in an Auster V, serial
number TJ423, of 4®perations Training Unitzontrolling a live artillery shoot. At 500hi, turned the
aircraft steeplyput it spun off the turn @hcrashed before he could recover hé Price of Peace.
Compiled and edited by Colin Cummings. Nimbus Publishing. ISBN 0952861950

Two death certificates, both registered in Salisbury @ir3of 1945, were issugdne for Clarencé B
Molyneux (issued by his GQhe other for Clarence P Baldolyneux issued by the Registrar for Salisbury
after receiving the certificate from the CO.

Clarence is buried on the Wirral 8t Andrevs ChurchyardBebingtonn e ar hi s parent sd hor

Alexander Greenlees Muir 1904941
Royal Navy Reserve

Alexander is commemorated on the Liverpool Institute Memorial, but his
attendance at the Liverpool Institure-gates the earliest school records found. He
wasborn on 18 March 1904 at 53 Lyttleton Road, Liverpaod baptisedn 1T

May 1904 at St Catherine, Liverpoble is likely to have started attending the
school when he was about eleven years old & d®d left before 1920 when he
joined the Merchant Navy. HiBather Robert Greenlees Muinvas a Master
Mariner born in Highbury, LondanHis mother was Emily Louisa Muir fée
Fairchild) born in Birkenhead. In 1911 Alexander, aged 7, was livinth \uis
mother and siblings at 20 Beverley Road Wavertree. His father was not dresent
presumably he was at sea.

This image may be
copyright. If you think  Alexander joined the MerchantaMyin 1920and undertook his first voyage as a
own the copyright pleas: - qet  (Discharge A Number 22324@poard MV Dorsetshire (Bibby Line,

contact the author - ) - : .
Liverpool). He was 5ft 9ins tall with brown eyes, brown hair, a dark complexion and

a scar on his right hande served omM/V Dorsetshirdill 1* June 1922. IiMay 1923 he signed oni®S
Hatast{Moss Hutchison Line, Liverpoo#ind served on her till 192In June of that year, he obtained a
Second Mat eds Jllyhetsigrfed enawitt8S Adgeridr{Ellerman and Papayanhine,

Liverpoo) as3rd mate(attaining qualification for a rank did not guarantee employment at that rank). In

1926 he trarferred to theEllerman Wilson Linea t Hul | . He (g ertificath onslth Eed t Mat e
1927 While at Hull he met Dora Wiles and married her in Sculcoaté937

On 15" April 1940 Alexander was appointed temporary lieutenant in the Royal Navy ;RBshkfag 1941

he was serving ddMS Registara merchant vessel of 6008 tarisch beertaken uler command of the
RN in September 1940, given the pennant Number Rb@6converted intan Ocean Boarding Vessel
(OBV) for use byhe Contraband Control Seceiin enforcing the blockade of Germany. OBVs were used
to intercept and boansherchant vessels from all nations

On 27" May 1941HMS Registamas en route from Glasgow to Southamptbhen she was bombed by
German aicraft 18miles off the Cornish coasiaving aparently not obeyed signétsalter course The

ship caught fire andbadly damagedhe was towed to Falmouth. Twenty of the crew stayed on board to
fight the fire; other survivors were taken off by RN destroyers and landed at Milford Héotah 63 of

the crew were lost. Twelve were buried at sea amentt@éns of 2@inidentified sailoravere buriedn five
communal graves in the cemeteryat Falmouth (see http://thebignote.com/wp
content/uploads/2012/05/501a)jpdl e x a hodyemight lave been among them

50


http://thebignote.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/501a.jpg
http://thebignote.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/501a.jpg

Alexander is commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial, Panel 49,3.

* Two Royal Navy Boards of Enquiryresdeld after the bombing 6iMS Registarmhe first held on the

2" Junel94] investigatwhy HMS Registahad not obeyed signals from Naval command to alter course
during Tuesday 2May 19411t established thathe received the signalstiake for Milford Haven too
late, sotie order was #n courtermanded and she continued on Ieading, whictiook her around
Lands End to head up the English Channel towards Southantipteas later that niglihat she was
bombed

The second Board of rifuiry on 21" June 194lwas calledn response tdetter written by a rescued
member of the crewin it he stated that at the time of abandoning ship there had been instances of
cowardiceand that certain uninjured cnesmbers were getting themesl safely off the ship and boarding
rescue craft befotée ijured members of the crew haliibeen attended to. The Board of Enquiry found

no evidence to suppdttis claim and put the content of his letter down to the fadidiatd been injured

in the head and was shi#avily dosed up with morphine

H.H. Murray 1915 ?

H H Murray was born on IZebruary 1915 and attended the Liverpool Institute from 1924 to 1928. He is
commemorated on the school war memorial, but no details of his military career, death or next of kin have
yet been found.

William Doughls Murray 19161943

No.2 Company 1st Battalion Irish Guards.

William DouglasMurraywas born in the West Derby registration district dnJaljy 1916He was the son
of George Joseph Murray and Mary Elizabeth MumwagRitson) He entered the Liverpodhstitute in
1928and left in 1931In 1937 William married Edna Worthington in Liverpool.

By 1943 William wasa lanceserjeant ¢ervice numbe271764) in N®& Company of the*Battalion, The
Irish Guards, whichad been based in the UK siritsreturnfrom the Norwegian Campaign in JurgQ

In March 1943 the Battalion was sent to Tunisia, where the Alligsapaedthe remnants of thdfrika
Korpsand the ltalian T0Army between the British"8rmy advancing west from Libya and troops that
had Bnded at Morocco and Algeria during Operation T@etiwere advancing eastrds

In Libya te battalion, was deployéal the front lineat MedjeZEI-Bab On 30" March, less than a fortnight
after they arrivedNo 2 Company was thrown into actiom 0 Re c cagain® ardeneny thats
subsequent events showeallld only be beaten by a full battalwith armoured support. The Company
was severely mauled and only five men returned after the éttie a fortnight of arriving in Tunisia the
battalion lost a quarter of its strength in this single adtimmce Serjeant Murray was not one of the five
who returned

John Kenneally VC, a sergeant in one of the other compantsn onlookerwr ot e i n7h8i s Dboo
Honour and the Shame:

00ur No 2 Company (103 officers and men) were ordered to do a probing attack on Recce Ridge. This
meant advancing across the valley in the dark, climbing the mined slopes, aagaicktibattle on the
ridge and then a withdrawal in daylight back acrosaltbg. It looked a sticky job. Suicidal, even.

We had 6stood todbd at dusk, and at mi dni ght we wa
was clear and we could see the stars but there was little moonlight, We watched and listened intently.

Everyhing was unusually quiet, except for the occasional illuminating flare that went up, but that was quite
normal. Just before 5am the silence was shattered by our own artillery behind us opening up. They laid a
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heavy barrage on the top of Recce Ridge. ofgerwas ear splitting and it lasted for about fifteen minutes.
When the barrage ended we could hear heavy magtiére and the thumping of grenades.

Firing became i[intermittent and the artillery put
back down the slopes. After the smoke we heard light automatic fire and occasional rifle shots, then
nothing. It was daylight now. We watched and waited for No 2 Company to reappear, but they never drd.
Out of 103, five wounded guardsmen were the only erneeturn 6

Lieutenant D.G. MADDENthe Intelligence Officer for the Battalj@ubmitted this report of the attack:

0The attack was carried out on the orders of higher command with the object of checking the despatch of
reinforcements to ROMMEL. Althah it proved costly to the Battalion, it is hoped it served its purpose in

t he hi gher c¢ o mrithis stalemenpwas ppobably asgldsa as he could get to expressing his
feelings without being charged for insubordinatidhd Company moved o#it 0045 hours and at 0530

hours reported that they were in position below the crest of RECCE RIDGE. Soon after Mortar and rifle
fire were observed on the face of the ridge and Major BUCKNILL called for artillery support on the
Eastern edge dffie ridge. Hhis was quickly forthcoming.

At 0600 hours the artillery programme commenced and shortly afterwards the Company crossed the ridge.
From then on for the best part of two hours much machine gun fire was heard and large parties of men
were seen going up anaveh the ridge. This could not be understood as the wireless communication had
broken down.

Meanwhile Lieutenant MCINERNEY and two detachments of mortars had gone out on the left to cover the
withdrawal. They were joined by Captain ROYLE, an R.A. F.O.0.hatigot back, and who reported

that he had seen a section of No. 2 Company being taken prisoner. Otherwise he could furnish no
information.

The mortars covered the withdrawal of 5 wounded men (Sergeant DEAZLEY, Sergeant MEARS,
MCcCAFFERTY, and two gunneis)n d t hen wer e ordered to withdrawé

There seems little doubt that the Company fulfilled its task of getting into the gullies on the other side of the
crest, this being borne out by Sergeant MEARS, one of the wounded, who returned yesterday.

A German C.S.Mwho did not enjoy the proceedings and left at the earliest possible moment reported in at
No. 1 Company this morning. He described a confused melee at the top of the hill and apparently was
under the [ mpression that we had won the day. o

Lance Serjearflurray is commemoratedn Face 13n the Medje£l-Bab Memorial in MedjeEl-Bab
War Cemetery.

Edward Tudor Owen, MB ChB, FRCS (Edin.), 19110944.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 62 Mobile Field Hospital, India.

Edward Tudor Owerwas born in Liverpopin the West Derby registration distriah, I Februaryl910
andenteredthe Liverpool Institutén 1923. He passed his school Certificate9?8 won a form certificate
and left school the same yeHe was theson of a dairyman, Edward Owkarn in Denbighshireand
Agnes(néeTudor) of Montgomeryshirewho helped in the dairfEdward and Agnes married in West
Derby in1907, and four years later they were livibgsaMolyneux Road.iverpool.

On 6" October 1931 Edward started studying medicinevatrdol University and obtained M& ChB
in 1933. In December 1941 he was awarded a Fellowship by the Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh.
His medical career before he joined the RAFVR was describeddbituary in a Liverpool (Rgwspaper:

ODIED WITH THE RAF
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LIVERPOOL SURGEONS FATE IN BURMA

The death from wounds, while serving as a surgeon with the RAF in a forward area of Burma is announced
of Squadron Leader E Tudor Owen, RAFVR, son of Edward Owen of knotty Ash, Liverpool, and formerly

a well kmwn member of the North Wales Golfing Union. Squadron Leader Owen, who was a fellow of the
Royal College of Surgeons, had many local associations. Aged thirty four, he was an old boy of the
Liverpool Institute and took his medical degrees at the Livetprowdrsity in 1933, and specialised in

surgery, later became FRDS. He had house posts at Walton Hospital and Birkenhead General Hospital
before going into general practice at Wrexham.

More recently he held the posts of residgumgeonat the ChristiecCancer Hospital anchief assistant
surgeomt Manchester Royal Infirmary, and while waiting to er@eRAF he was resident surgiddter
at Whiston.

Squadron Lader Owen was a keen golfggying down to a handicap of 2.

A similar obituary in theilzerpool Evening Express on"28arch 1944added that he was member of the
North Wales Golfing Union

Edwarddés RAFVR service number was 1301109. Hi s att
undoubtedly a reflection of his status as a FelidaedRoyal College of Surgeons; most Medical Officers
did not progress beyond the ranklging officer

In September 1943 Edward went as surgeon with 62 Mobile Field Hospital to India and the unit eventually
depl oyed to Cox0s Bagadesh), pait of a Brgencgngplex of mapmAllied mirfiddda

and navy and army bases at Chittagong for operations in Burma and the South East Asian theatre. The
Hospital was put in a valley rife with malaria; Medical Officers frequently went down wiih thnadathe

hospital was continually undermanned.

E d w a dedtld certificate states that he died of a gunshot woGrm &td s oB H'Marehrl944

Mary Mackie in herboobd War ds i n t he Sky: The RAdaEsthaRleema r Kk a b/ ¢
was planning to move t o woMag Mackieneaplains) &fmeu/ss caukle a a't
happen, the wunitdés surgeon, suffering from a thi

<

bul l et through the head. o
Edwardis buried at Chittagong War Cemetergrave 1.E.8.

Lawrence Higgin Page, 191843
Royal Air Force, 104 Squadron and 81 Operational Training Unit

Lawrence (Laurie)Higgin Page was bom the West Derby registration district of Liverponl13" July

1918. He was baptised on 8th Auqisst Cyprians, Edge Hill. His parents were William Gratwick Page
and Sarah Ellen PagedeStopforth) born in Wigan. Lawreneateredthe Liverpool Institutén 1930and

won a form certificate in his first yeae ok a prominent part in sports, winning School Colours for
football and cricket in 1934. One edition of the school magazine gave this critique of his skills and hinted at
a possible injury or iliness:

0 He was undoubtedly the most brilliant member @f tbam, his strong and perfetityed tackling,
superb heading and sure kicking have made him the outstanding figure on the field in every game in which
he has played. We all hope that he will have a successful operation and return to his best éansnexts. 0

He left school after obtaining his School Certifitat35, but continued to plégotball for the Liobians
FC.
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In February 1937 Lawrence enlisted in an anti aircraft regiment, but some time after February 1940 he
transferred to the RAF and wgigen the service number 655526 and was trained as a Pilot. He attained the
rank of Sergeant and on"lIBecemberl941received a commission and was promoteaRdot Officer

on probation (emergencyjth the newservice numbet7738. Less than a yeaelaon 1stOctober 1942,

he wagromoted toflying officer(war subtsintivg. That same year he marri&kraMarjorie Thomasn

Liverpod and was posted todetachment 0104 Squadroin Kabrit, Egypt where Head the misfortune

to write offa WellingtonBomberwhenhe crashed on take off following a burst tyiee aircraft was later

written offand cne member ofhe crew was injuredut Lawrencend the rest of the creagcaped injury.

Lawrence flew over fifty raids on enemy targets, bbelyrie of his death he was an instruatat was
trainingaircrew on Whitely bombers at 81 Operational Training Unit at RAF Whitchurch Hbatke,
miles south of Whitchurcim Shropshire.

At 2139hrson 13 April 1943, Lawrence toosff from WhitchurchHeathfor a nght navigation exercise

While flyingthe planned legver Yorkshire tha i r cporaendiné filedrhe pilot feathered it, but later

lost control and the aircraftashed at 284hrsabout a mile to the norgtast of the village of Fridagrpe

on the YorkshiréNolds killing all on boardThe Whitely usually carried a crew iwef there were seven
aboard Laurenceds aircraft, so prepfatamind. y some of

Lawrence walsuried inWavertreeHoly Trinity Churchyard in grave Number 686 ori&ril. His home
address at that time was 34 Lichfield Road.

Richard Denis Waltho Parry, 1989.939.
Merchant Navy

Richard was borron I' April 1915 in Wallasey; the birth was registered in
Birkenhead. His parents were Frederick John Parry and Dorothy Gaunt /R&ary (
Waldo). He entered the Liverpool Institute in Form E in 1923 and left in the
1933/34 school year. On leaving school he deare apprenticeship with Grayson,
Rollo and Clover Docks Ltd., Birkenhead.

Richard was half an inch short of 6 feet tall with brown eyes, dark hair and a dark
complexion. Hewas already in the Merchant Navy when war broke out. In October
1939 he was Sixth "Engineering Officer (Discharge A Number 1866411) 85 the
courtesy of Yorkshireowned by the Bibby Line. At the time of his death his home was in

THE BRITISH Bebington.
NEWSPAPER _ ,
LIBRARY BOARD  In mid OctoberSS Yorkshg was part of Convoy HG 3 en route from Rangoon to

Liverpool with passengers, a genesajoand paraffin waxOn 17h Oct 1939 at
1631hrs SS Yorkshirgvas about 160 miles wastthwest of Cape Finisterre when she was hit by two stern
torpedoes from kB7 and sunk. The master, Zrewmembes and 33 passengers were lost. 105
crewmembers and 118 passengers were picked up by the American steam merchant Independence Hall
and landed at BordeaulRRichardwas among the missing

He is commemorated on Panel 1@Dthe Tower Hill Memorial to the men and women of the merchant
navy and fishing fleets who died in the war and have no knowrRgEaVeé.Parry was awarded the39
45 Star, The Atlantic Star and the British War Medal
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Leslie Prendergast, 1921943.
Roya Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 44 Squadron.

Leslie wadorn inCaernarvoron 12 June 1921, the son Bifarold Prendergast and Margaret Prendergast
(néeMaguire). He started attending the Liverpool Institute in &883eft in 1937.

On joining the RAFVR éwas given treervice numbet127532 which wassuedat Padgate, Warrington
between September 1939 and April 1941. By 1943 he had attained the rank of Sergeant ‘addlyon 17
1943 he was commissioned as a Pilot Officer with thsemice numbenf 155580

By Augus 1943 Leslie was serving aswigator in 44 Squadro®n 17" Augustthe squadron took part in

0Oper at i dahe bombing of thé German Army Research CentReahemiindevhere V2 rockets

were under developmeritydra was the firgt t ack i n 0 Op e r adutioffensiveCagainsts b o wao ,
German V1 and V2 weapons.

Les | i ed sancasier momizerf DV202 K, took off at 240hrs from Dunholme Lodgein
Lincolnshireas part of a force of about bixndred bombersbutfailed toreturnto base

The raid took place in full moonlight and was delivered in waves. DV2@2 Wa4 in the third wave,
which was subjeda very heavy anti aircraft fire, and mahtheforty aircraft lost were in the third wave.
After the war a task force failed to find the remains of the amodhit was eventually recordasl lost
without trace. The creamembersare commemorated on the Runnymede MemaniaPanel 133

In 2014 the crashedircraft was found in Lake Kélpien near the Peenemiinde aenediThe loss and
discovery othe aircraft has featured in a TV programme and in an article in the Daily: Mirror

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/rddie-stories/daughtdmdsratherofathers3867314

Robert Stoddart Preston, 1922944.

Kingds (Liver pool2nd (Arleoge)Xnferdshireandat t ac h e c
Buckinghamshiréight Infantry.

;S’i Robert was borim Liverpoolon 6" January 1922heelder son of Robert S. Prestand

Sarah PrestorviEeGraham) He entered the Liverpool Institute in 1933 and left after

passing his School Certificate in July 19$88.ber t 6s br ot her , John
~ atended the Liverpool Instituteg did their father)ike Roberf John hwas an officer
L4 , -~ in the Kirg &Regimentand after the war he studied Theology at Durbaigersity then
. P | wentonto become a clergymanhaLiverpool Diocese
-~ -:'7’ Robertwas an active member of the school ds O
- rank of sergeant before leaving schidelalso enjoyed boxingn 1938he was a finalist
L2 ‘ in the boxing competition #te Officer Training Corps camp in Stensall, Yorkshire. He
Photo: ©John carried his interesind skillwith him into the army, boxing for the regiment when he was
Preston on officer in thedxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Regiment.

http://www.unithis

tories.com/ofiicers 1N 1943 he marriedVavis Gerardine EileenSmith at St Philip Neri RC Church,

’Afmgﬁftf:ﬁffs_'” Liverpool Robert andMavishadason Michaelbornin 1945.

On leaving school Robert joined the Air Ministry and following operpetitiveCivil
Service examise gained Clerical Cla€rtification.He enlistedin the armyat Bristolon 23" June 1941
when he was 19 years 5 months ble was given thservice number 5192751 amés posted to the
Gloucestershire Regiment.
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http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/real-life-stories/daughter-finds-raf-hero-fathers-3867314

After completing irdntry training at Number 15 Infantry Training Centre in Gloucester, Robert was
deployed to the Gl oucest er"sOcioberl94R eDgringnthenrtexd sightB Co m
months he served with E and A Companies successively aselegsed for officdraining On 19 June

1942 he was posted to 163 Officer Cadet Training Unit at Heysham Towers, Moreceintie 17

October 1942, Cadet Preston was commissioned dsufenant(new service number 249188)the

Kingds (Liver popronotedReilutenarssn tx. nmbentvwass | at er and post
5" Battalion.

In mid 1943the kattalion underwent specialist training in Ayrshire in preparatiol
the Normandylandings On 6" June 1944 (HDay) the battalion landed at Swo|
Beachwhere they secured the beachhead in the area in front of Hermanville, ¢ %
and set up a defence against cowattack. The battalion remained in the area
Sword Beach for six weeks, during which time they marked minefields and mai
beach orgasation as troops and equipment continued to arrive from England
directed the new arrivals inland.

In 1944 Robertvasdetachedrom theKi ngds ( L i v eandatachkd) as 4

reinforcement officer to the 2' (Airborne) Battalion, Oxfordshire and

: . ) : : ; Robert P :
Buckinghamshire Light Infantryvhich wasinder command of the"6Air Landing G|ou%ezrtter ges;?;]em

Brigadein the 6 Airborne Division. He was deployed commander & Company s  © John Preston
No 14 Platoonat Breville in Normandgn 3’ July.The platoon was renumbered 18
Platoon in October.

Robert spent the next two months with the battalion at various lodatfer@ceencountering regular
shelling and mortaringnd carrying out patrols against a still highly motivated enemy. One of his earliest
patrols, on 6July, is described in the War Diary of tHiéA6 Landing Brigade:

OPatrol report 2 OXF BUCKS. A patrol was sent out at 2300 hrs to find out if thleae shemy post at
hedge junc 144744 and to destroy it if it were there. Lt PRESTON took his mina@igds of the
suspected posmhen himself went forward to within 10 yds where he observed for 30 mins. Hearing no
sound he moved into the post bull gncountered no enemy although there were three likely posns from
which MMG could fire. The patrol then returned at 0355hrs.

The battalion returned to England ofi eptember, androthe 7 they weregranted leave in England

After leave theyemaired in Essex for intensive trainimgth the prospect of seeing their families over
Christmas. The attempted Germareakthrough in the Ardennéthe Battle of the Bulge) put an end to

that prospect. Theattalionwas swiftly moved back to Eurofiearrived in Belgium on Christm&3ay and

was deployed to support American troops and twdRver Maas. Fortunately the Germans ran out of
fuelabout twenty mil es s hor dffensivemllagsedt Qver the rext Sixswedko ¢ at i
the battalio remained in Europpursuing the retreating Germangediturned to England in February 1945

for training for ©6Oper at i onacidssingovetthe®RiverRhingi r bor ne

B Company of 2 Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry weag of
the Coup de Mairand wereassigned the task of landing in gliders and capt
and holding a level crossing and a nearby road bridge over the River |
Hamminkeln about 8km from the eadbank of the Rhine.

The operation was launched or' Barch 1945 Anti aircraft fire ovethe landing
area was heavy,;)wadhibaaditt dostrolgweisnthgedwith ¢
its flaps not working the gliderasHandedat 10:2hrs. Only seven dflo. 18
Platoonsurvived, Robert was not one of them.

Lieutenant RobertStoddart Preston is buried at the Reislvald Forest
Commonwealth War Cemetery, along with manyisfcomradesHe lies in
Grave 35.A.1

2Lt Prestortl
(Ldpool ) Ring
Preston
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William Raymond Puxley 19181943
Merchant Navy.

William was born in Liverpool on 19une 1913 and was christened at Edge Hill 6d@9. His Parents
were William Henry Puxley and Annie Mary Maud Puxleyé¢ Puxley). He attended the Liverpool
Institutebetweert925and 1928

By 1934 Williamhad joined the Merchant Navy (Discharge A Nunt®er20319. He was described as
5ft 7.5ins tall with grey eyes, fair hair and a fresh complebddomas torpedoed twice betsn 1941 and
1943. He did not survive the second sinking.

On 11" Jure 1942William was a deck officer aboard Ellerman & Papaya®.®® City of Oxforgailing

from Lisbon to Garston with a cargo of cork and pyntdgn she joined convoy HG 84 sailing from

Gibraltar to Liverpool. The convoy was attacked ¥p2west of Cape Finisterfeur days later an§@S

City of Oxfordwas torpedoed and sunkkne crewman was lost but there were {brge survivors

including Wiliam Raymond PuxleyThe survivors were picked ugnd taken tolLiverpool. Because
Williambds Discharge Book (eaxgerencé ant dertificatianowaglreported a s e
lost through enemy actitve was issued renewal free.

Within three months of being returned to Liverpool, and apparently none the worse for his experience,
William married Kathleen Beatri ce ,Drfydshirgandthd i ci t o
couple set up home at 10 Calderfield Road, Liverpool 18.

On 6" March 1943 William was™20fficer on SS Oportp a merchant ship of 235fns owned by

Ellerman & Papaya Lineghen shdeft Liverpoolcarryinga cargaf copper sulphate, seed potataewdd

mail to Seville, Spainn the 45ship convoy OS44. In the arly hours ofl3" March the convoyvas

attacked by k107 about 190 miles west of Cape Ringsr r e , not far from Williamd
107 torpedoes st SS Oportand briytwo crewmembersncluding William, were lost.

William is commemoratesn Panel 76o0f the Tower Hill Memorial to the men and women of the
merchant navy and fishing fleets who died in the war and have no known grave.

William was awardeithe 1939 45 War Medal, The 1939945 Star and the Atlantic Star.

George Ramsay Reed, 1915941.

Merchant Navy.

George Ramsay Reed was born ohAfyust 1916, the son of GeorgeyHReed a Merchant Seaman

born in Jarrow, and Sarah ReedéRamsay). George Hoy and Sarah married in Toxteth Park in 1914,
but their son was born in LewishanLaondon. The family was still living in Lewisham, in Chalsey Road, in
1920 but moved to Yorkshire in 1921 before finally moving to Liverpool in 1924. George Ramsay Reed
entered Form D in the Liverpool Institute in 1924 and obtained his School Certifitagesichool year
1932/33 while in Science Form RSc. He left school that year.

After leaving school George joined the Merchant Navy, and in August 1941 hd Brgirteer onSS

Avocetaa general cargo and passengerahiy442 tonowned by the Yeowaldne of Liverpool.On

19" August,SS AvocetdepartedLiverpool with convoy OG2 and arrived safely at Gibralt8hethen

made a roundrip from Gibraltar to Lisbon. At Lisbon skenbarked dozens of refugees from Geriman
occupied Europemost of whom we women and childrerand took them back to Gibraltashere she
embarkedsurvivorsfrom her sister shijpSS Aguillasunk onlydays beforeWith her passengers and a

cargo of corksacksof mail and some diplomatic bags she left Gibraltar as the comidalores hi p i n
Convoy HG73 bound for Liverpool.
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On 19" September, little more than a day after the convoy left Gibraltar, it was sighted by a Focke Wulf
Condor aircraft, and by the 28 running battle had developed as Italian submarines and GerbwatsJ

tried to close with, and destroy, the convoy and its escorts. The battles lastedSemteR&ber when the

Axis submarines had expended all 28 of their torpedoes. By the end béttle, two Woats were
damaged and one had broken down. Ten ships, inclutdmagetawere sunk.

SSAvocetanas attacked at 00:31hrs ori 3éptember when 03 fired four torpedoes at the convoy,
sinking her and another shifS Avocetaas hit onhe port side near the engine room and sank quickly
with the I oss of 123 passengers and crew. George

George is commemorated dPanel 13 of the Tower Hill Memorial to the men and women of the
merchant navy and fisigj fleets who died in the war and have no known.grave

At the time of his death his home was at 7 Wyndale Close Liverpool 17.

George Allen Robson, 19861942.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 102 Squadron.

George A Robsomas born in West Derby regadion district, Liverpool on 19une 1915His parents
were George Robson and Margaret RobseeCorking).He attended the Liverpool Institute froh928

to 1933. He was a keen sportsman, winning Half Colours for football, boxing and cricket in 1681. He
the school in the 1932/33 school yéar1941 he marrie@®arbara Gown Liverpool.

On enlisting in the RAFVR he was issued witrsémegice numbet002130Qwhich was part of a block of
service numberissued to recruits at Padgate, Warringetivea September 1939 andpril 1941. He
trained as avireless operator/air gunreend by December 1942 tad attained the rank of Sergeaand
was servingith 102 Squadran

On 3 December 1942 George was Wireless Operator/ Air Gunner in Halifax bomber3\WreLC,

which was part of a 1E&ongforce of Halifax, Stirling and Wellington Bombers tasked with bombing a
target in Frankfurt. W791®ok off from Pocklington at 01:45hrs. At3&hrs the aircraft was shot down

by a nighfighter and crashed betweeaskigne and Grupont (Luxembourg), two small vilages SSW and
SSE of Rochefort, Belgium. All the crewmembers were killed. They are buried in Florennes Gommuna
Cemetery in the Namur Belgium; Georgeds grave 1is

Kenneth Wyndham Sabin 1913946
Merchant Navy

Kenneth was born iffoxteth Parkon 23° December1915 His parents were George Henry Sabin, and

Mary ElizabetiBuxton (2éeHarrisor), whomarriedin St John, Buxton in 191Georgedied in Liverpool

in 1937 Kenneth and his twin brotheBeorge Wyndham Sabin, started attending the Liverpool Institute

in 1925. Kenneth won a form certificate in the academic years 1929/30 and 1931/32, but left school in 1932
before taking his School Certificate examinations, and joined the Merchant Sawptlir stayed on at

school for another year.

Immediately after leaving school at age 16, Kerinettai ned as a OWi r elaelhers Wat c|
was a role created by thlerchant Navy Act of 1916 relieve trained operators from the task of keeping

24-hr watch for distress and safety signals. Watchers were not expected to send or receive signals, just report
them. The role disappeared after the introduction of automatic systems for registering distress signals.
Wireless watchers were trained gy Bost Office.
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His first voyage was a 17 yeanld apprentic§Merchant Navy Discharge Aulhber: R 154690on the

El | er ma$sS Cltyiohleibawailing from Hull taNew Yorkat the end of 193&ix months later, on

1" June 183, he arrived in BostoaboardSS Durbarfrom Calcutta with a declared sea service of four
months.In 1937 he came out of his indentures and signed 8i$tGasti/iaowned by Ellerman Papayanni
Lines. He was described as 5ft 7.5ins tall with auburn hair, brown eyes andrapiaixion.He worked

for Ellerman Lines until6" Junel939 when hgined SS Makallawned by T &J Brocklebank. By 1940
he was Second Officer &S MakallaTowards the end of that year he mariiéary Gace Emersonin
Liverpool

Kenneth made two voyegyto Calcutta oi5S Makallafter he joined her in 1939, and in August 1940
shortly after marrying Mary, Kenneth, now Second Officer, signed $8 tdaka//lfor a third time.

18" August 19405S Markallabound ultimately for Calcutta, left London aaled up the North Sea
Methil (Firth of Forth)to join Convoy OA.203 The convoy departed Methil on "22ugust and sailed
North intending to transit to the Atlanti@Pentland Firth.

The next day at about 22:00hrs, when the convowlwag 20 mis southeast of Duncansby Head (i.e.
between Duncansby Head and the Moray Firth), German HE 115 plameStavanger, Norwagttacked
the convoyand torpedoedSS MakallaShesank aD230hrs the next daysurvivors were picked up from
lifeboats and a flaby HMS Leith one of the escort ships, but Second Officer Saainot. He spent all
night alone on a rafintil theNorwegian shiorn found andrescuechim. The fact that the Germans had
acquired a reliable daunched torpedo was of grave concertné British Authorities and was kept secret
even from the War CabinefAs a result of this secrecy many histories still recorddhdis sunkSS
Makalla

Kenneth de d of 6spontaneous pneumotulhonoaxd vy ( ¢ awlblea gaué a
Fazakerley Sanatorium, Liverpool ofi Belruary1946 The commonweal th War Gr ave
Tower Hill Memorial recordacknowledge that date but attribute his death to the sink&fg) lkallan

23" August 1942lt appears thathoughhe wasan immedate survivor, Kenneths ex posure on t
seaded, in some way recognised by the Authorities, to his siggtbarséater Maybe he was so weakened

by his night alone on an open raft in the North tBatthe @veloped pulmonary tuberculofism which

he subsequently died

Kenneth is buried in Section 32 C of E Grave 1379 at Allerton Cemetery, Livét{sodlin brother,
George Wyndham Sahiwas one othe executors of his estate

Stuart Samuels, 1980.943.

Royal Artillery, 96th Batter$6th (Highland) Medium Regiment.

Stuart Samuelwas born on 18July 1920 in Toxteth Park, the sonLefon Samuels and Kitty Samuels

(née Saloman) He enteed the Liverpool Institutén 193Q In 1937 he was on the committee of the
school 6s bLreaangcuhe ooff tNmmet i ons Union and a member o f
SocietyHe left schooleft taking his Higher School Certificate in 1938.

Samuel enlisted in the Royal Artillery in about 184@vice numbet091968) and achieved the rank of
Lance Bombardier in the 8®ledium (HigHand) Regiment Royal Artillery

On its return from Dunkirk in Jun1940 the 56 Medium (Highland) Regiment Royal Artillery became

part of the EasterdHome Command and was sent with whatever guns it could obtaendefémce ofhe

Eastcoast. The regiment managed to scrounge or steal 22 museum pieces with which to protect the coast
from Southend to Harwich. Fortunately the expected German invasion never materialised.

In 1941 he regimenbecame part of the Ténfantry (Reserve) Division whose role was to protect the
Norfolk coast. Iremained in reserve until 1942 when it was reorganised for a trainjriganoileg new
recruits and providing reinforcements for other units overseas till the end of the war.
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Stuart Samuedd Royal Artillery attestationonfirms he was a student wBB" (Highland) Medium
Regiment and bicasualty cardonfirms the date of his death a$ &6ril 1943 without giving more details.

An inquest held on 27April found that he died in Sheringham as the result of injuries accidentally caused
by being thrown from a motorcyckhichhe was driving whilender nstruction. There were Royal
Artillery practice amps at Stiffkey and Weybourne in Norfolk. Sheringha about 2 miles from
Weybourne.

Stuartds body was returned to Llkeenvlewispaemdteryand buri e

Herbert Laurence (Lauri§lobom, 1914 1941.

8th Battalion, The Essex Regiment

Herbert was born 300ctober 1914 in Tateth Park. He was the son of Albert
Victor Slobom a s hi @ridAnne SlebanaviEe$methem or Smetham).
He entered the Liverpool Institute in 1928 and left in 1930.

He married Irene Dorothy Hughes in Liverpool in 1938

Prior to joining up, his occupation was office manager. On joining the army he
enlisted in the 8th Battalion ThEssex Regiment, a hostiligdy infantry
battalion raised at Warley, Essex in January 1940. It was a Home Defence
Regiment under command of the 21ffantry Brigade, which was directly under

Image® Trinity Miror  the command of South West Area, Southern Command.

| f _ .
'T“Séesiéﬁ?seﬂy" Herbert attained the rank of Corporal before he died on 3rd Jan 1941, aged 26.

NEWSPAPER His body was found outside the Methodist Chapel, Shop Lane, Langton Herring,

LIBRARY BOARD Dorset. An inquest concluded that he had died of gunshot wounds from a

Thompson submachine gun thahe was carrying while on patrol during darkness. The verdict was
O0Mi sadventured.

Herbert was burieclongside his fatherlaw Herbert Price Smethem in Grave 420 in Section 6 of the
consecrated (i.e. C of E) part Téxteth Park Cemetery on" 9anuary 941. His gravestonigears his

familiar named L a uHMiiseddeat h was reported under the OROI I
Express on'8January 1941. He left a-smonth old baby.

Anthony Greig Staffiere 19831944.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reser 204 Squadron.

Anthonywas born in Edinburgh on 18ugust 1915, theon of Francis (Frank) Greig, a qualified chemist,
and Mabel Emily StaffiereréeGodbold) a draperds assistant .frani daugh
and Mabel were married Mab e | 8 s h oSudburyg Suffolknfl913.

Anthonyattendedhe Liverpool institute from 192dr 1925 to 1931 and won a form prize in 1928.

On joining the RAFVR Anthony was given the service nuhb&B735 which was issued at RAF
Cardington in Bedfordste, between pril 1940 and April 1941

In September 1941 Anthony sailed to Halifax Nova Scotia and from there he tnaaBlkicbit to Grosse

lle naval air statiorMichigan. His travel documents describe him as 5 feet 7 inches tall with brown hair,
blue eyes and a fair complexion. He completed his pilot training by June 1942" dnde2Ge was
promoted from Sergeant to Pilot Officer (service number 124@8diyas then deployed to 204 Squadron,
which was based licelandandflyingSunderland Flyim Boats orJ-boatpatrols over the North Atlantic
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Further promotion tdlying officerfollowed rapidly, and on 26th Decber 1942 he reached thank of
Flight LieutenantHe was promoted to Squadron Leader orth2dune 1944, but the notice was not
published in the Gazette until eight days after his death*.

In August 1942 the squadron flew to Gibraltar, where it was based for two weeks before moving on to
Bathurst (now Banijul) in The Gambia, a British Colony and Protectorate ooatst of West Africandw

The Republic of The Gambiayh er e t he s g u acdmnteothedstivity ad Getmamwsaulamarines

in the busy shipping lanes off West Afridae squadron sunk no submarines, mainly because the
Sunderland flying boat was recognised as a sdmneas ly the GermaKriegsnarineand their presence

in the area forced them to withdraw theipdats.

Anthonydied in an accident on 1duly 1943while flying a Sunderland (Number DV991lh e Squadr on &
OperationsRecord Book describes the details:

0At 09.03 hours on the 13th of July 1944, G/204 (Captairt) A/G. Staffiere crashed whilst taking off on
an operational sortie from Bathurst. There was a considerable swell running at the &meathést a

float and came to rest with the mainplanaséwand began to sink rapidly. Some of the crew were seen to
get out on the wing but then the depth charges exploded and all the crew weére killed.

The bodies of F/Sgt. Cox and F/Sgt. Wheatley were not recovered. The other seven members of the crew
were buied with full military honourst &ajara Cemetery in Grave 3.A.1 on the Jidy 1944 at 17:30
hours.

The file for Pilot Officer Symonsghe navigator on the aircrafthedd by the National Archives of Australia
andgives more details

"Ajrcraftc o mme nc ed Ff@dt a e, whi ch was | dbogncea thde timesarkd [ t |
after last bounce aircraft was obseroddde¢ [ n an attitude with the nose
then stalled onto the water, nose and one wing aoabroke up. Aircraft sank in a matter of seconds and
immediately it was submergbéere was a very heavy explosidanch is presumed to be the depth charges.

This was followed by fire on the water for about two mihutes

*Ant honyds r e ¢ o0 hastes caughd npd with Isise gramotianoto Squadron Leader. The
Commonwealth War Graves Commission has him as Flight Lieutenant at the time of his death. The
reference to him ddying officei n 204 Squadronds Operationsemecor d
to be eight months, and two promotions, out of date.

John Harry Thistlethwaite, 1983944,

Royal Armoured Corps, 2nd Fife and Forfar Yeomanry

John Henry Thistlethwaite was born in Liverpool d®étober 1923The birth was registered in West
Derbyregistration districHe entered the Liverpool Institute in 1935 and obtained his School Certificate in

the 1938/193%chooly ear whi |l e he was in Form O6Remove Cd0 (R
Thistletwaite, a corn miller who died in &4039,and Frances Jane ThistlethwaiteegStockdaleyho

was a domestic servant to the family of John Findley, a lecturer in law at Liverpool University who lived in a
large house in Croxteth Drive, Sefton Park, where Jane worked with her sister Annie, thcoods

Both George and Jane were born in Yorkshire

John was a Trooper (Service number 14223529) in the Royal Armoured Corps, 2nd Fife and Forfar
Yeomanry.

The 2° Fife and Forfar Yeomanry were part of Atmoured Division, which fought in Normandy i

1944. The regiment was involved three major operations around Caen in June and July: Operation Epsom,
Operation Goodwood and Operation Bluecoat. Onfirg day of Operation Bluecoat('3July 1944, the

2" Fife and Forfar Yeomanry lost 7 tanks, orfe@f and 4 troopers killed, and one trooper wounded as
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they advanced to the high ground around Caumont where they harboured for the night while the Kings
Shropshire Light Infantry joined them. At first light next day both units continued their advaweseeand
called on to put in an attack on St Martin, where stiff German resistance was holding "Ufsrthel28d

Brigade. They took it by 11106 but the 2 Fife and Forfar Yeomanry lost 2 tanks. One trooper was
killed andone wasvoundedThe 2° Fife and Forfar war diary for°3luly 1944 records:

oThe enemy were strongly resisting the 29 Armd Bd

A sgn. were accordingly ordered to put in an attack from the west supported by a company of the
Herefords. The main road was covered by A/T guns and the country on either side was extremely difficult
due to the high banks and awkward fences. Progress was necessarily very slow, but we succeeded in
knocking out the A/T guns and managed to get intallager

During this operation A sgn. lost two tanks. Enemy tanks which appeared from the south withdrew before
we came into contact with them. There was some opposition on our right but our attack on this was held up
for some time as the American forcesevagivancing in this area and their exact location was not known.

Eventually a limited attack was put in on the road to clear the area in which we were going to consolidate for
the night. The advance started by carrying the Herefords on the backs oAsarfiawever, we met
opposition before we had gone half a mile this was not very successful. The enemy were cleared from the
area up to the crossroads at 645505 and we remained there harboured for the night. Two tps. under Capt.
R.L. Leith of C sqgn. wereest out to investigate the main road to see if it was possible to push further
forward. They did, however, run onto some mines andakiguns and so returned into the harbour

area.

Casualties were as follows:
Killed i 1 OR Wounded-1 OR o0

John Harry Thstlethwaite died on that ddyut it is not known if he was killed in action ohJ8ly or died
of wounds sustained on"3 31"

John is burieih Grave XVI A 25at BannevilleLaCampagne War Cemetery abolkr east of Caen.

Kenneth Graham Thoma39190d 1944.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 225 Squadron.

Kenneth Graham Thomas was baxh 97 Bankfield Roaéh Liverpool on 5 January 1919 the son of

Hugh William Thomas(but see footnotey Captain in the Australian Imperial Force and a booldestp

a sheep statioand Doris ThomasrféeCrook) born in Chorley. Doris was the daughter of Arthur Crook a

buil der and contractor who subsequentdntgedlihec ame e
Liverpool Institutdn 1930 andeft in the 19333 School yeain 1941 he married Beatrice Worthington

France in Liverpool.

On enlisting in the RAFVR Kenneth was givensdrgice numbet479882, part of a block of numbers
issued to recruits at RAF Padgate, Warrington, between April and Novembeétld 84thined the rank of
Sergeant, and on' May 1943was commissioned as a Pilot Officer with the gewice numbet43260.

Six months later he was promotedfligng officer By February 1944 he was flying spitfires in 225
Squadron.

No.225 Squadron wgaa Tactical Fighter Reconnaissance Squadron that began to train for the role in
Hawker Hurricanes in 1942. The role covered visual reconnaissance of enemy rear positions, artillery
reconnaissance, target finding and fire direction, photoreconnaissastafamgitargets. In November the
squadron took part in the invasion of North Africa. It wasjwepped with Spitfires in August 1943 and
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subsequently took part in the invasion of Sicily, the Salerno landings, photoreconnaissance missions over
Yugoslavigthe Anzio landings and the fightinguad Monte Cassino.

In February 1944 the squadron was based on the west coast of Italy to support the Allied advance on Rome
and the Anzio landings. On the"lennet hds Spitfire wasiredorafd | ed as
directing mission for a naval bombardment of hostile batteries in the vicinity of Anzio. Both aircraft took off

at 1030hrs. Once the naval bombardment began, there was heaixceaftifire from the target area and

when the naval bombar@mt finished the pilot of the lead Spitfire noticed that his No.2 was missing

Kenneth was reported as oOomissing bel'iledd. elidbodlyi | | ed
was subsequently found and is miiregrave 111.H.4 in Minturno @metery in Southern Lazio, about 20
miles south of Cassino, Italy.

FootnoteThe Commonweal th War Graves Commi ssion gives
Thomas and his mot her &8s f obirte cedific&e gives rhis fatmes Hugho r i s .
William an Australian Officer and a bookkeepdo marriage between William Henry Thomas and Doris

Crook has been found, but a record exists for the mawofadegh W Thomas ad Doris Crook in West

Derby in1916 Details of occupation and resideragree with the birth certificaidiis appears to be one

of the few instances in whitle tCommonwealth War Graves Commission records err.

Kenneth Leftwicilhomas, 19191942.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 5 (Coastal) Operations Training Unit.

Kenneth Leftwich Thomas was bornWest Derby registration district laferpool on 2 February 1919
andwasc hri st ened at St "Mprir1§18.His padests werk iHomas Richard Thamas2 9
and Frances Haworth Thomasgée Leftwich). Kennethattended the Liverpool Institute from 1930 to
1934.

On enlisting in the RAFVR he was issued w#fvice numbeB85597, which was part of a block of
numbers issued to recruits at RAF Padgate, Warrington, between Septembeard18p€la941. He
trained a a wireless operator/aimmer and attained the rank of Sergeant.

On 5" April 1942, a day of practically continuous air raids on Malta from dawn to dark, Kenneth was part of
the crew of Bristol Beaufort Mk.II torpedo bomber AW298 of No.5 (Coastal) @prsaTraining Unit

when it crashed and burned at Luga airfield, Malta. The aircraft was piloted by Pilot Officer Hugh Percival
McKee (RCAF).

The reason for an aircraft of 5 (Coastal) Operations Training Unit, wagcbased in Devon at Chivenor,
to bepresent in Malta that day has not been found.

Kenneth and the rest of the crew were buried Gr ave 98 in pl ot F of the |
Malted s C a plaval cemetery.

Frederick Arthur Thornley, 19181944
C Company, 1st Battalion Durharrght Infantry

Frederickwas born on'8September 1919 in Liverpodfie was the son of Nathan Thornley, a chemist and
druggisborn in Radcliffe, Lancashjrand Frances Annie ThornleydeMaclese) The couplemarried in
Frances Anni e®6s hami8litandvsubsegéientliMsecup hoes (Brid eresdmable shop)
in Alexander Road, Moss Side Manchestédrey later moved to Liverpool and by 1939 Nathan was a
dispensing chemist living at 20 Hope Placerhoat.
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Frederick entered the Liverpool Institute in 1931and wdora certificatein 1933/34. He was an
accomplished cross country runner coming third i
awarded School Colours for cross country in E0861936. He also won his colours for athletic sports in

1936. He passed his School Certificate in 1935, became a prefect in 1936, and passed his Higher School
Certificate in 1937, his final year at school.

After Frederick enlisted in the army in 1940wes sent to the 30Thfantry Training Centre ankter
became a Lance Corporalater re was selected for officer trainamg graduated from Cadet School in
April 1944 as 2nd Lieutenant with the service Number 32382 was deployed to 1st Battalioarizam
Light Infantry where he joined C Company.

By May 1944 his unit was imder the command of the "Ltndian Brigade in the Idndian Division
serving with the British XIII Corps. At that time XlII Corp was attached to the 5th US Army, which was
North of Rome and fighting its way up Italy towards the Po Valley.

By September the Allies had broken the Gothic Line (see Appendix 1, Map 3) and were advancing North

to FaenzaOn the 13 December 1944, after atrocious weather and months of fierce abgofi§urham
LightInfantryfound themselves across the Lamone Valley near Quéftotirtolo) south westf Faenza

with the Germaimeld Pergola Ridge to their front. On the' December they launched an attack from

Quortolo in an attempt taross thesmall River Canova amake Pergola ridge. The plan was for A and B
companies to take the ridge and road 1000 yards norrgblaand the high ground nearly a mile north

and northwestof Pideura Maj or A. M. M. Macaul aydés C Company was
these objectives, they were to crosS#mioRiver.

The two assault companies crossed the River Canova without too much trouble, but when they ran into
unmarked minefields the advance was halted and "C° Company were ordered forward to support the
attack. They suffered severe losses wheGé¢nmans laid down heavy defensive fire. By the end of the
action "C* Company found all its officers had been killed or wounded. Frederick died bedémber,

possilty from wounds sustained on"1dnd is buried iGrave V C 6 aforli War Cemetery.

Eric Tunnington, 191@ 1942.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 102 Squadron.

Eric was born on 1I3August 1910 inNest Derby registration distridtjverpool, the son of Arthur
Tunnington, a railway engine driver, and Margaret Helen Tunningéatéirhurst). In 191Fric was

living with his parents and elder brother Ale@5 Strathcona Road, WavertrAkec was also a Liverpool

Institute pupil. Entering the school in 1919, he maintained trdeinterest in it, becoming a \Vice

President of th Old Boys Association and later became Chairman of the School Board of Governors (see
http://www.liobians.org/documents/pdfgb/58Liobians. pdf and
http://www.liobians.org/documents/pdfmag/¥Ba®yY ears.pdf He was also a signatory of the World War

2 Memorial Appeal. Alec rose to a senior position in Martins Bank, became a Justice of the Peace and
Chairman of theshool 6 s Board of Governors. He was awar d:¢
Honorary Assistant Treasurer to the Liverpool Savings Committee.

Eric started attending the Liverpool Institute in 18Pput three years after his brotlés was a member

of The Literary and Debating Society and a keen sportsman; the school magazine for January 1928 is
replete  with his  exploits on the football field the previous year (see
http://www.liobianerg/documents/pdfmag/1928.pd). He won School Colours for football, cricket and
swimming in 1926 artdok his Higher School Certificate in 1928

In 1937 Eric was a bank clerk for Lloyds Bank and an international amateur footballer. He was in
Engl andbds amateur team squad for their 1937 tour
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married Mary Millicent "Bramwell in Liverpoahdin the 1939 Registéte couple wereshown asiving in
Croydon.

He enlisted inthe RAFVRIn 1940 andwas issued with tlservice numbet250128, which wassued at
RAF Uxbridge RAF Gloucesteior RAF Penarthbetweenviay and Novemberthat yearHe attained the
rank of Leadinghircraftman before receiving a commission as a Pilot Officeiséreiwe numbet02614)
in July194. He trained as an Observer and192 he was an Observer in 102 Squadvbith flew
whitely bombergellow Liverpool Instituteld boysCottle and Robsoalso served in thequadron.

By the timeEric jpined 102 Squadron the RAF had been trying to disable or destroy the German
battlecruiser&neisatand Scharnhorsat Brest for months, btihe shipsescaped to Kiel in early February

1942. On the 26February (by which time the squadron had converted to Halifax Bortiizesgliadron

launched an attack on the floating docks at Kiel where the ships had just completed repairs sustained in
their escape from Brest. Eric was the ObservaireraftW5440, me o f 1 0 2air@ait that tboko n 6 s
part in the attack.

The attack damage@neisaiso severely that she played no further part in the waSchatnhorstias not
seriously damagedhiiee aircraft, including W5440, were lost, and three crashed onimgthome. In
the absence of claims from theffwaffdor the three lost Wellingtons thdayit is thoughthat they were
all brought down by flak. W5440 went down at Eckernférde Bucht off Surendonf, IBIW of Kiel. All
the crewmembers are burieddiel War Cemeteryn collective grave 1F86

Jorathan Victor William Tuson, 19221942.
Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve (Fleet Air Arm).

Jonathan was born on the Wirral orf' 18ly 1922. His parents were James A. V. Tuson and Laura Ellenor
Tuson (2éeHughes), of Bebington. He started attending the Liverpool Institute in 4883 1936von a

form certificate in Form 4x. A year later he won the form prize in Form 5x, which he shared with his
classmate Edgar John Jex Killham, who is also commemoratesl smidlol war memoriaDn 23° July

1937, during the school holidays, Jonathan, aged 14 and describing himself as a student, left his home at 37
Town Lane, Woodhey, Rock Ferry and sailed unaccompanied from Liverpool to New York 88 the
SamariaHe arriva back in Liverpool on th€S Laconian 6" September, just in time for the restart of the

school year. He received anotli@m prizein 1938 and passed his School Certificate the same year. He

left school aftet938.

In 1941 Jonathawasresident in Geport,a major naval town associated with the naval base at Portsmouth.

It housed amongst other thingeIMS St Vincent a training establishment used by the Royal Navy to
provide newentry and prdlight training of RNVR Air Branch officer cadets. In Sapir 1941 Jonathan,

aged 19vith the rank of midshipmanig left Gosport and sailed to Halifax, Nova Scotia. From there he
crossed the USA border at Detroit on his way to Grosse lle US Naval Air Station, Michigan. At the crossing
point he gave his wlReupatpose asifcrewRimn doit d amaidsi mgod
declaredhat he had been in USA befoie,August 1937His travel document described him as 5 feet 11

inches tall with a fresh complexion, fair hair and-dpleg eyes.

During World War 2 over 5,000 navadets received pilot trainiay Grosse lle, along with over a
thousand British RAF pilot traineesf t er ¢ o mp | enitial traghingaat Gnasse tlldadits were
transferred to the Naval Air Station at Pensacola, Florida to complete their {@aining.25 June 1942

Jonatlan was killed in an air crash. His death was registered at Atlanta and he was Guaieg 9 in

Section 6 of Lot 163t Woodlawn Cemetery, Miami, Florida. The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission tends his grave and the graves of twelve other BritishoGeoeaith casualties that rest
alongside itHis casualty candasraisedat HMS Saker, a Royal Navy shore establishment in Dartmouth,
Nova Scotia, to which Royal Naval personnel serving in North America were assigned for administrative
purposes
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MilesPhilip Varey, 1922 1944,

Royal Artillery, 71st Anti Tank Regiment.

Miles Philip Varey was boiin Toxteth Parkon 7" July 1922. He was the son of
Miles Varey, an accountant, and Margaret A Varég§ennitts). He attended the
Liverpool Institute from 1938 1940 and was vie€aptain and Secretary of the
Fives Team in 1937. He left school frdfaorm 6aSchaving obtained his Higher
School Certificate.

Philip enlisted in the army immediataelyer his 18birthday, volunteering before he
was conscripted. He applied to join the Royal Artillery, was accepted and was selected
for officer training. After a period of initial training he was posted to Edinburgh where

Photo from he met his wifégo-be, LillianCassiea nurseLillian and Miles were marriesh 29

JE VAN o, September 194& Gobowen, Oswestry, Shropshire.

On 28 February 1942 he was gazetted"akigutenant with the service Number
226867, and by 1944 he had been promoted to Lieutenant and wasisehengt Anti Tank Regiment,
Royal Atrtillery.

In June 1944 the 7Anti Tank Regiment was part of the' BBvision, which landed in Normandy on"28

June 1944 and moved into the Odon Valley outside Caen, which the British were still trying teetake. T
regiment was deployed around Secqueville abduni@itside Caen when Philip was killed by mortar fire
on3'Juy The wunitds War Diary gives a brief account:

0 '8Julyd 283 Battery casualties from hostile mortar fire. Lieutenant MP Varey, RA lkdleténant RA
Bradford, RA, died of wounds,; 1 OR killed: 3 ORs shell shacked

Philip is buriedn grave XIII D 7at St. Manvieu War Cemetery, Cheux, aboutri®utside Caen.
Mi |l esd br ot he rlondbiognapbky offiViileshftpy/miwt wikigrae.com/wiki/Vardy).

Murray Watson DFM;19238 1945.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 161 Squadron.

Murray was born on I%wugust 1923 the son of Walter Murray Watson and Ida Gladys

Watson @iéeGrace). He entered the Liverpool Institute in 1935 and obtained his School
Certificate in the school year 193mM)/ 1939 w
In 1944 he married Florence Colli@f Blackpooljn Liverpool.After leaving school he

was employed as a laboratory assistant at Walton Hospital. Before volunteering for the
RAFVR in 1941, he was a Cadet in theSfuadron Air Training Corps, Likgool.

On enlisting in the RAFVRIurray was given theervice numbet4555171jssuedat

RAF Cardington, Bedfordshire between April 1941 and October 1941. He trained as a
navigator and attained the rank of Flight Sergeant before receiving a comapésion a
Image@ Trinity  officer €ervice numbet71406) on 5January 1944ix months later he was promoted
Mirror Image 4 flying officer

courtesy of
LHE%NBSF;',I'PSEHR Murray served with No.161 (Special Dutiegju&iron a highly secretive squadron
LIBRARY formed from a nucleus supplied by No 138 Squadron and the Kirgl$. The new

sqguadron took on the duties of the Kingos
Operations Executive (SOE) droppagd collecting their secret agents and equipment into and from Nazi

66


http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Varey-17

occupied Europe. It used Lysanders, Havdt¢sdsons and Stirlings for picips and other covert
operationsBefore his death h#&urray flew sixty missions. ORI April 1944 he was gazetted for the
Distinguished Flying Medfdr services rendered to tiéaguis(French Resistance) prior to the liberati

of France.

On 18 May 1945 (11 days after hostilities ceased and a fortnight before 1ébrSeues disbanded)
Murray was avigato on Hudson AE505piloted by Flight Lieutenant R.C. Hawkins DRMhichcrashed

at Evere airfield, Brussels after a hdamging. The aircraft was carrying twelve US Prisoners of War
liberated from Germany, aralcrew of six. On landinge aircraft bounced heavily and the pilot took off
again. It was seen to be flying level when suddenly it climbed steeply, fell badksie, stalled and
plunged nose first into the ground, bursting into flames.

The Hudson was designed to carry 1400Ib of bombs and a crew of 5; with the extra crewman and the twelve
passengers AE505 may have been overloaded.

Murray Watson is buried iBrussels Town Cemetery, Evere, Via@rabant, Belgium. Grave X. 31.

R F Watson 1919?

R F Watson was born on"1Blay 1919 and attended the school from 1930 to the school year 1932/33. He
is commemorated on the school war memorial (as R Watson), but no records of his military career, death
or next of kin have yet been found

George Weightman, Dip. Ed. (Dunelm) 194294Q

10 Phtoon, B Company, 2nd Battalion
The Gloucestershi®egiment (aka 2nd Glosters).

George Weightman was born in Liverpool drl@ly 1912The birth was registered in
West Derby registration distridle was the son of James Weightman, a general
| abourer i n a fitter ds nésKevile) of homglon Anni e
Staffordshire. George entered the Liverpool Institute in 1923, obtainétighisr
School Certificate in 1931 and left school that year. After leaving school George
*  obtained a Diploma of EducationBg¢de Colleg®urham University
| He was in the Officer Training Corps units at both the Liverpool Institute and Bede
~ College, was lkeeen member of the Mossley Hill Athletic Club and played football for
the Casuals AFC.

Image® Trinity George was commissioned as™ali@utenant gervice numbefl03360) in the2”
Mirror Image Battalion, TheGlosters §/9 Regiment on I50ctober 1939, and waostedto 10
Louttesy of Platoon B Company, which by then had been in France sihGe®ber

L,g@{gﬁ@gi& Onl0'May 1940 the oOPhoney Waré ended with

Luxembourg, Belgium and Frandgy 20th May the northern French and British
Armies werecut off from the French vnies in the south anderesurrounded with their backs to the
English Channehnd Dunkirk the only portavailable to them. On 25he 2nd Glosters, who had been
retreatingo Dunkirk in closecontactwith the enemy since the"1@ok up positioratGa s s e | i n Dunki
defensive perimeter. B Companyds No.10 Pl atoon, |
isolated farm in open country about six hundred metres out in front of the line manned by the rest of B
Company. They held the position four days in the face of heavy mortar, infantry and air attacks
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On 29" May, with the Glosters all but surrounded, a heavy German attack developed on B Company.
LieutenariColonel E M BGilmore, DSQ commandingpfficer of the 2 Glostersexplainsn anarticle in

0The Back Badgedé (the journtahatofi n hiet GNoel et @d s
Platoon wagarticularlyheavily bombarded and’ Zieutenant Weightman was killed by a direct Hé.

goes on to say:

OHiis loss was one thaould be iHafforded, for he had acted throughout most gallantly and had led his
platoon most ably in all the fighting

The attack was beaten off @hd Glosters were able to disengage later that day before they were gomplete
surrounded. Rty-sevensurvivors walke@®0 miles to Dunkirk in time to catch a boat home before the
evacuation stopped ofi dune

Ralph Voke thesonof2t Wei ght mands balinmnmawnt ehmasn twrWe it gt neafn 20
War 2 Tal kdé web site:

OMy father was there 8940 with the 2Znd. Battalion Gloucesters he was batman to 2 Lieu. George
Weightman my father was wounded there 2nd Lieu Weightman was killed there the two men were not only
in the army together but were good friends my father spoke very highly of him affe e wa r . é My
told me ... that B company No.10 Platoon was commanded by 2nd Lt Weilghtman holding a forward
position at a farm in Cassel was under heavy mortar attack, when 2Lt. Weilghtman took the full blast of a
mortar shell killing him out righty father was badly wounded by shrapnel from the 8hell...

2" LieutenanWeightman is buried in Cas€ebmmunal Cemetery Extension, Row C. Grave 6.

Edgar Stanley WilliamsonBh g pgol), 39163 1940

217 (Hampshire Caribineers) Battery, 72nd (Hampgshieavy Anti Aircraft
Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Edgar was born iWwest Derby registration distrid¢tiverpool on 27" July 1916, the son of John Stanley
Williamson and Flora BeatriceéeJackson). He entered the Liverpool Institute in 1928 and obthised
Higher School Certificate in the school year 1932/3% whiFrorm 6aSc (a science form). In 1€8ar
obtained the Degree & Eng at Liverpool University Faculty of Engineering, School of Civil Engineering,
andon leaving university he took up aeea as a surveyor

On joining the ArmyEdgarbecamea Gumer (service number 1431145)2h7 (Hampshire Caribineers)
Batteryof the72" (Hampshire) Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery. The regiment was mobilised
in September 1939 and its three batteries were assigned tdAtite Arcraft Division, Air Defence GB

with the role of protecting the docks and industrial areag @l South Coast, particularly in the
Southampton and Portsmouth areas.

Edgar died of meningococcal meningitis at Shirley Isolation Hospital, Southampton"dreth&%10.

He is buriedin grave 2194t Netley Military Cemetery, Southampton. The Gemyeis owned by the
Ministry of Defence and was used during both World Wars for burials from the Royal Victoria Hospital
and other hospitals in Southampton.

Neville Hulatt Wilshaw, 19221945.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Neville Hulatt Wilshaw vgaborn in Prescot on 1Zelruaryl922. His parents were Francis Philip Wilshaw
and Alice Ada WilshawrgeHulatt). Neville Started attending the Liverpool Institute in 1934. He was a
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me mber of Officer Trairitng Gapsi® which he was appointedrporalandwon t he uni t
Major Parkes Cup in 1938. He was also a fvineerin the school exhibition held in March 1939.

On enlisting in the RAFVR he was issgedvice numbet533546, which is part of a batch of numbers
issued to recruits at RAF Rgate, Warrington between April and November 1941. He attained the rank of
Corporal ly the time of his death ori'March 1945.

The Air ministryreported his deatim Casualty Communique 526 as follows:

OTHE Air Ministry regrets to announce the followiagualties on various dates. The next of kin have been
I nfor med. Casuvualties 6in actionébé are due to Ffl yir
ground casualties due to enemy action-agmarational flying casualties, fatal accideotsaaral deaths:

oDl ED ON ACT/! VE SERVI CE:
ecpl/ . N. H. Wil shawé

Nothing in the communiqué hr ows | i ght on which of the many <cau
active serviced. apply to Nevilleds death

Nevillewas buriedn grave 4At Bergerop-Zoom War Cemetery in The Netherlandt kmfrom the
Belgian city of Antwerp.

Eric Wootton, 19238 1941

Civilian firewatcher.

Eric was ta adopted son of Alice Wootton. The 1939 Regisitervs Alice as a widdiving a4 Streatham

Avenue, Sefin Park whi ch was Eri cds a.Edcrwasshern an 8RAugustel92?2 i me o f
and started attendinige Liverpool Institutén 1933 He passed his School Certificate in 1937 and Higher

School Certificate in 193%hat same year he was edelcto the committee of the school Literary and

Debating SocietHe was al so part of the school &s Junior XV
Rugby skills were reviewed in a team critique of May 1939:

0 Hihandling has improved a great deal adhas an exceptionally strong kick. Has adapted himself well
to his new position at full back, where he has played excelléinia little practice he should become a
good goal kicker6

He Played cricket for the school team in 1938 alsd played faball; he was one of people regularly
picked for the school football team in the 1939/40 season.

Eric was with that part of the schtlwht wasevacuated to Bangdn February 1940 he took part in an
impromptu (and frivolous) debate in The Literary antb@img Society:

"

o H. M. Hayward set out to prove t hat Somet hi ng
it came to thinking of what had to be done to what. Advocating a three week holiday at Easter, he resumed
his seat.

E. Wootton was quite satisfied with the present state of equilibrium (sic). He recited a limerick on sheep
which brought to his attention the fact that the Society was probably falling asleep, and he decided to do
something about it by sitting down. Theilépt her eupon woke up o vote agail

After leaving school in 194Bric became a Fire Watcher (also called a Fire Guard). The Firewatchers
schemewas introduced to minimise the damage caused to, and spread from, unoccupied business premises
by incendiary bombs. Initially voluntary, the scheme became compulsory in Sep@ibender the

scheme people were placed amgl for 24 hrs a day in preed areagnd premises to carry out duties

that have been described thus:
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YES! Briwin’s Fire
Guard —we men and
women of Britain—
are resolved and ready
to save our factories,
our railways, our food,
our homes.

Fire Guard work is
often dull, sometimes
dangerous, burit’sajob
that's got to be done.
Our heart and soul is in
it. We train and we
practise. We know our
sectors like the backs
of our hands—every
corner, cvery roof top.
We watch. We climb
ladders, work pumps,
wicld sandbags.

We will shatter Fire-
bomb Fritz, and all the
Nazi horrors he stands

BRITAIN SHALL
NOT BURN/

ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF HOME SECURITY

FIREBOMB FRITZ will come again
Are you ready to put him out?

FIRE GUARD TIPS. No. 1.

'

{ Firebombs that fall in the strect are usually harm.
| lessunless they are olose to something inflammable,
| like a motor svhicle, Look for bombs on buildings

firse.

. |

The duty of a Fire Guard was to take turns watching for the fall of fire bombs, to warn the neighbourhood
when they fell in the area for which he is responsible; to help gyampontrol them and thus to prevent

small fires from becoming big fires."

The Blitz of Liverpool reached its peak betwetantl 7 May 1941. On 5May Eric died at his post at a
buildingon the corner of LangdaleoRdand Smithdown &ad, when it rezived a direct hit.

Eric is not mentioned in CWGC records, budleath notice was placed in thigerpool Daily Post on"7

May 194:

'WOOTTON, May by enemy action, doing his duty, Eric, dearly loved son of Alice. Resting where no
shadows fall. Sadiyissed by his sorrowing mother and aunt. Interred in Allerton Cemetery'May 9

OnMay13Er i cds mot her

oThe

sorrowi ng mother

and aunt put

and aunt of

t he

f ol
t he

l owi ng

|, Martens ER/I C

Bank Ltd., vicewrincipal and prefects of Liverpool Institute, the Liobians and all friends and neighbours
(past and present) for the kind sympathy and beautiful floral tributes during their sad and sudden

bereavemen®d 4 Streatharmveo
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APPENDIX |
Maps

Map 1. German Advance in Greece 1941

Map by Eric Gabé (Wikimedia Commons user: Stinmodified to show key events for Heaag Greenhalgh

Initial
deployment of

- Alexandroupoll

|METAXAS LINE |,
Held by Greel
Eastern
Macedonia Army
Section till 9th

GREEK FRONT
IN ALBANIA \ 1; L om e

APRIL 6, 1941 S $p ™ 1st Amoured. Bde.
Held byGreek Y P —_— engaged by 9th Panzer Div.
Epirus Army 8 3 X
Section till
retreat and
collpase on
20th April

Sea

2 E—

British lines of defence
covering the evacuation

+ British evacuation routes

ey 200
Lambart conformal conie projection -
-

71


http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Sting

Map2: German Defensive Lines NorthiRbme

Map by Stephen Kirrage (Wikimedia User: Kirrage)
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